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S E R M O N I. 



^<?« wilt keep him in perfeB peace ^ nvbofe mind 
-#^4 isjiayed on thee^ becaufe he trufieth in thee. 

IN order to the explication of this text, or 
the enforcement of the precept implied in 
it, there fcems to be no neceflity, either of 
proving, that all men are defirous of happi- 
nefs, or that their defire, for the moft part, 
fails of being gratified. Every man is con- 
fcious, that he neither performs, nor forbears 
any thing upon any other motive than the? 
profpe£t, either of an immediate gratification, 
or a diftant reward ; that whether he com- 
VoL.II. B plies 
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plies with temptation, or repels it, he is ftill 
influenced by the fyne general regard to his 
own felicity ; but that when he yields to the 
felicitation of his appetite, or the Impulfe of 
his paflions, he is overborne by the prevalence 
of the objeft before him 5 and when he ad- 
heres to bis duty, in oppofition to his prefent 
intereft, he is influenced by the hopes of fu- 
ture happinefs. 

That almoft every man is difappointed in 
his fearcb after happinefs, is apparent from 
the clamorous complaints which are always 
to be heard ; from the reftlefs difcontent, 
which is hourly to be obferved, and from the 
inceflant purfuit of new obje£ls, which em- 
ploy almoft every moment of every man^s 
life. For a defirc of change is a fufficient 
proof, that we are diflatisfied with our prefent 
ftate ; and evidently (hews, that we feel fome 
pain which we defire to avoid, or mifs fome 
enjoyment which we wiQi topoflefs. 

The true caufe of this general difguft, an 
unprejudiced and attentive furvey of the world 

will 
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will not long fail of difcovering. It will 
caiily appear, that mep fail to gain what they 
fo mvch flefire, becaufe they feek it where it 
is not to be found, becaufe they fufFer them* 
felves to be dazzled by fpecious appearances, 
refign themfelvcs up to the dire£kio*n of theii; 
paiiions, and, when one purfuit has failed of 
afibrding them that fatisfadtion which they 
expefbed from it, apply themfelves with the 
fame ardour to another equally unprofitable, 
and wafte their lives in fucceflive delufions, 
in idle fchemes oT imaginary enjoyment ; in 
the chace of (hadows which fleet before them^ 
and in attempts to grafp a bubble, which, 
however it may attraft the eye by the bright- 
nefs of its colour, is neither folid uor lading, 
but owes it beauty only to its diftance, anj 
is no fboner touched than it difappears. 

As men differ in age or dlfpofition, they 
are expofed to different delufions in this im- 
portant enquiry. The young and the gay 
imagine happinefs.to confifl in (hew, in 
merriment and nolfe, or in a conllant fuc« 
ccffion of amufements, or in the gratification 

B 2 of 



\ • •• • 



A 



^ 



ft 
a 






df their appetites^ and the •frequent repetitidn 
of fenfual pleafures. Inftead of foun4ing hap« 
pinefs *on the foltd bafis of reafon afid r^e^« 
tbn, they raife 4in airy fabrick of momentary 
(atisfaftiony which is perpfetually decayimg* 
and perpetually to be repaired. They pkalb • 
themfelves, nqt with thinking juiUy, but with 
avoiding to think at all, wifh a fiafpeftce .of 
all the operations of their intelkdual fsLoA^ 
Jies, which defends them from rcmtmhranc* 
of the paftf or anticipation of the future^ 
^ They lull themfelves in fin enervsfte, aimi 
cowardly diflipatibn, and, inftead of bdng 
happy, are only indolent. * 

That this ftate is not a ftate of h^ppinefsf 
that it affords no real latisfa£li<fti to a reafbii- 
able mind, thofe who appear moft engaged in 
it will, m their qalmeftmbm^nts,, readily con* 
fefs. Thofe among them, on whom Pro- 
vidence has beflowed fuch abilitiea as are ne-^ 
ce€ary to' the difcovery of * truth, and the 

.jdiftinc^ion of appearapce from reality, (for, 
among tbrtiqgligent and voluptuous, men of 

* this character are fometimes to be found) 
2 have 
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have always owned, that^their felicity is like 
that of a deep fleep, from which they wake to . 
care and forrow ; or of a pleafing dream, that • 
adoHs them* (hort gratification?, of whxh 

. *the day deprives them ; and that their plea- 
fures only difier from the phantoms of the 
night in this, that they leave behind theni 

. the pangs of guilt, with the vexation of dif^ 
appomtment. • . »o 

* « 

It may, be imagined, that reafonable being* 
muft quickly difcover ^ how little fuch fat"iS- 
fiadions are adapted to their nature, and'how ^ 
necefTary it is to change** their iMeafures, .in 
order ,to the attainment of that happineft 
which they defire; and in^efFeft, it is generally • 
found that- few, except' £he ^oung and un*- 
♦experienced, content themfclves wkh *feilfual 
gratifications, and that men, as they advance 
in jjears, and improve their judgement by o^?* 
fervation, always confefs, by the alteration of 
* their «condu£):, that« merfe voluptuoufnefs is 
not iufficient to fill the defires of the human 
mind. 

* B 3 • The/ 
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* 

They therefore (hake . ofF the lethargy of 
(loth, forfake diverfion and amufementSi and 
engage in the purfuit of riches qr of honours. 
They employ thofe hQurs, which were fre- 
quently buffered to pafs away unnumbere(i 
and unheeded, with the moft folicitous ap<« 
plication^ and . the moft vigilant attention^ 
They are no longer negligent of all tha<: 
pafles about theni, no more carelefs of the 
opinions qf mankind, or unconcerned with 
regard to ceiifure or aj^plaufe. They become 
anxious left any opportunity fliould be loft 
pf improvi;ig their fortunes, and lisft they 
ihould give any occaiion to reports which may 
injure their reputation, and obftrudl their ad- 
vancement. They conftrain their words, 
their a£!ions» and their (ooks, to obtain pOT 
pularity, becaufe they, confider popularity as 
neceflary to grandeur, an4 grandeur as thp 
foundation of happinef$. 



But a very Ihort experience teacties, what 
might indeed have been .without the trial 
dif^overed byjefleftion, that perfeft peace. 
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that peace whkh is fo much defired, is not 
to be found in wealth and greatnefs. He 
that fucceeds in his firft attempts is animated 
to new defignsi new defigns produce new 
anxieties and new oppofition; and though 
the fecoqd attempt (hould be equally happy^ 
it will be found, as foon as the tranfports of 
novelty have ceafed, as foon as cuftom has 
made elevation familiar, that peace is yet to 
be fought, and that new ipeafures muft be 
taken for the attainment of that tranquillity, 
for which it is the nature of man to languifli, 
and the want of which, is iU fupplied by 
hurry and confufiqn, by pomp and Variety* 

The fame difpofition which inclines any 
man to raife himfelf to a fnperiority over 
others, will naturally excite the fame defires 
of greater elevation while he fees any fu- 
periour to himfelf. There is therefore ho 
hope that, by purfuing greatnefs, any man 
can be happy, or, at lead, this happinefs muft 
be confined to one, becaufe only one can be 
without a fuperiour ; and that one muft furely 
feel his enjpyipents very frequently difturbed, 

B 4 when 
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when he remembers by how many the Na- 
tion which he poffefles is envied and coveted ; 
when he reflects, how eafily his poffeffions 
may be taken from him, perhaps by the fame 
arts by which he attained them ; how quickly 
the afFeilions of the people may, by artful 
reprefentations of his conduft, be alienated 
from him ; or how eafily he may be deftroyed 
by violence, and what numbers ambition oi 
revenge may invite to deftroy him. 

There is at leaft one confideration, which 
muft imbitter the life of him, who places 
his happinefs in his prefent ftate ; a confider- 
ation that cannot be fuppreded by any artful 
fophiftries, which the appetites or the fenfes 
are always rea*dy to fuggeft, and which it 
might be imagined not always poflible to 
avoid in the moft rapid whirl of pleafure, or 
the moft inceffant tumults of employment* 
As it is impoffible for any man not to know, 
it may be well imagined difficult for him not 
to remember, that however furrounded by 
his dependents, however careffcd by his pa^ 
troii5| however applauded by his flatterers, or 

eftceme4 
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efleetned by fata friends, he muft one day die ; 
that though he fliould have reafon to imagine 
htmfeif fecured from any fudden diminution 
of his wealth, or any violent precipitation 
from his rank or power, yet they muft fbon 
be taken a.way by a force, not to be refiftcd 
or efcaped. He cannot but fometlmes think, 
when he fufveys his acquifitionsj or counts 
his followers, that tins night his Jotd may 
he required ofhim^ and that he had applaud- 
ed himfelf for the dttainnlent of that which 
he cannot hope to keep long, and which, if it 
couldmake him happy while he enjoys it, 
is yet of very little value, becaufe the enjoy. 
ment muft be very ftiort^ 

The ftory of the great Eaftern Monarch, 
who, when he furveyed his 'innumerable ar- 
my from an eminence, wept at the refleftion, 
that in lefs than a hundred years not one of 
all that multitude would remain, has been 
often mentioned ; becaufe the particular cir- 
cumftances, in which that remark occurred^ 
naturally claim the thought, and ftrike the 
|n)a|g;ination ; but every man that places his 

happinefs 



( »° ) 

happinefs in external objefts, may every day^. 
with equal propriety, make the fame obfer- 
vations. Though he does not lead armies^ 
or govern kingdoms, he may refled, when- 
ever he finds his heart fwelling with any 
prefent advantage, that he muft, in a very 
Ihort time, lofe what he fo much efteems, 
that in a year, a month, a day, or an hour, 
he may be ftruck out from the book of life, 
and placed in a ftate, \jrhcre wealth or ho- 
nour {hall have no refidence^ and where all 
thofe diftinftions Ihall be for ever obliterated, 
which now engrofs hi^ thoughts, and exalt 
his pride. 

This refledion will furely be fufficient tm 
hinder that peace, which all terreflnal enjoy- 
ments can afford, from being perfedl. It 
furely will foon dilperfe thofe rpeteors of 
happinefs that glitter in the eyes only of the 
thoiightlefs and the fupine, and awaken hin^ 
to a ferious and rational enquiry, where real 
happinefs is to be found; by what means, 
man, whom the great Crcatour cannot be fup- 
pofcd to have formed without the power of 

obtaining 
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detaining happinefs, may fet hlmfclf frea 
from the (hackles of anxiety* with which he 
is incumbered ; may throw off the load of 
terrour which opprei^s him, and liberate 
himfelf from thofe horrour.s which the ap- 
proach of death perpetually excites. 

This he will immedtatefy find only to be 
dccompliflied by fecuring to himfelf the pro- 
teftion of a Being mighty to fave ; a Being 
whofe afliftance may be extended equally to 
all parts of his duration, who can equally 
defend him in the time of danger, and of 
fecurity ; ip Ihe tumults of the day, and the 
privacy of the night ; m the time of tribula- 
• tion, and in a time frequently nflore fatal, 
the time of wealth ; and in the hour of 
death, and in the day of judgement. And 
when he has found the neceffity of this fo- 
vereign Protedlor, and humbled himfelf with 
a due conviftion of his own impotence, he 
may at laft find the only comfort which this 
life can afford him, by remembering, that 
this great, this unbounded Being, has in- 
armed us of the terms on which perfeft 

peace 
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peace is to be obtaitve^f and has preniticKi it 
to thofe whofe mind is flayed Qn bice.. : 

Since therefore the puf fuit of per fe<£| peaCQ 
is the great, the neceffarry„ the inevitable, 
bufinefs of humai^ life ; fince this peace is to 
be attained by truft in God, and by th^ 
only ; iince, without this^ every ft^tQ h mi- 
ferable, and the voluptuous and the \Akfy are 
equally difappointed ; what can be more ufe^ 
ful, than ferioufly to enquire, Firft, what is 
meant by this truft in'God, to which perfeft 
peace is promifed ? and, « 

Secondly, By what means -thi? tiuft in 
God is to 'be attained ? 

Firft, therefore, let us examine wbat is 
meant by this truft in God, to w'hich perfeft 
peace is promifed. 

Truft, when it is ufed on common. occa^ 
fions, implies a kind of reiignatipn to 'the 
honefty, or abilities of another* Thus we 
tftift a phyfician, when we obey hi? direc- 
tions 
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i^ons Without knowing, or alking, the {yartt« 
^lar Kafeas ^r the methods which he en« 
jcitA* Th« w« truft a friend, when we 
cobunit our afikirs to his management, with* 
out di^Ufbing purfelves with any care con- 
cerning theia(i. Thus we truft a patron^ 
when we ferve him with diligence, without 
any •other certainty of a reward than what 
our ccmfidence nh his generofity afibrds us. 
Thefb inftances may give us fome idea of 
that truft which we ought to repofe in God, 
but ah idea, in the utmoft degree, gro(s and 
inade^ate^ Our truft in God ought to 
di&r frotti every other truft, as infinity dif- 
fers f€<om an atom. It ought to tranfcend 
♦very other degree of confidence, as its objeft 
is exalted above every degree of creattd ex- 
cbiiencci^ 



But, in our prefcnt ftatr, it is impoflible 
to J)ra£life this, or any other duty, in perfec- 
tion. We cannot truft God as we ought, 
becaufe we cannot know him as vire ought. 
We know, however, that he is infinite in 
wifdotti, in power, and in goodnefs; th«t 

there- 
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therefore he defigns the happiticfs df all hia 
creatures, that he cannot but know the pro-* 
per means by which this end may be obt&tn*' 
ed, and that in the ufe of thefe means, as he 
cannot be miftaken, becauie he is onuii- 
fcient, fo he cannot be defeated, becaufe he 
is almighty. 

We know, therefore, that *thofe whom ho 
(hall proteA cannot be in danger ; that nei- 
ther thfe malice of wicked men, nor of wic-* 
ked angels, can really injure them, but that 
perfecution and danger fliall only harraf^ 
them for a time, and death fet them free 
from difappointment and from pain. He 
therefore that trufts in God will no longer b^ 
diftraP:ed in his fearch after happinefs, for 
he will find it in a firm belief, that whatever 
evils are fufi^ered to befal him will finally 
contribute to his felicity ; and that hyjiaying 
bis mind upon the Lord^ he will be kept in 
peace. 

But God has promifed this protediqp, not 
indifcriminatcly to all, but to thofe only who 

endea- 
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fcndeavour to obtain it, by complying with 
the conditions which he has prefcribed ; nor 
is the perfefl peace, which the confidence of 
divine fupport confers, to be hoped for but 
by thofe who have obta^ined a well-grounded 
truft in him ; and, by the pradtice of his 
precepts, have flayed their minds upon him- 
It is therefore neceflary to enquire, 

Secondly, how this truft is to be attained ? 

That there is a fallacious and precipitate 
truft in God, a truft which, as it is not 
founded upon Gfod's promifes, will hi the 
end be difappointed, we are informed by our 
Saviour himfelf. ^' Many will fay uiito me^ 
** in that day. Lord, Lord, have we not pro- 
*' phefied in thy name? and in thy name 
" caft out devils ? and in thy name have done 
^* many wonderful works ^ and then I will 
*^ profefs unto them, I never knew you. De- 
^* part from me, ye that work iniquity.** 



Thofe who contented themfelves with be- 
lieving, and profefling Chriftianity^ without 

obeyiuff 
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obeying k% precepts ; thofe, who while thejf 
<:all the great Authour of our faitbf the Lord, 
thek Mafier^ aod their Gbd^ and yet negleS: 
his precepts and work iniquity , will be re- 
jeQed by hiai at the hf\ day, as thofe whoooi 
he has never kopwp ; thoie to whom his xe^ 
.gard never wa^ extended ; and, notwithftand-* 
ing the confidence with which they xnajr 
claim his interceilton, will not be diftinguiflied 
by any favour from other (inners. 

Truft in God» that trufl: to which perfeA 
peace is promifed, is to be obtained only by 
repentance* obedience^ and fupplication, not 
by nourlOiing in our own heart$^ a confufedl 
idea of the gpodnefs of God, or a firm per- 
fuafion that we are in a ftate of grace ; by 
which fome have been deceived, as it may h^ 
feared, to their own deftruftion. We are 
lYOt to imagine ourfelves fafe, only becaufb 
we are not harrailed with thofe anxieties 
about our future ilate, with which others are 
tormented; but which are fo far from being 
proofs of reprobation, that though |hey are 
often miflaken by thofe that languifh under 

theqp. 



ttieth, they arc more' frequently evidences of 
pi6ty, - and a fincerc arid ferveiit defire of 
j)lfed[fihg God. We*ar6ndt to imagine, that 
God ap|)roves us becaiife he does hot affli<£f 
xiSk nor, on the other hand, td perfuade our-^ 
felves too haftiljr that he afflidls lis, beCauft 
he loves us. We are, ^Vithoiit tipe6ling any 
Extraordinary efFufions of light,* td eiamhid 
our actions by the great and tincKahgeabld 
iules of Revelatidil and rfcafdn; to do io other} 
as tve would that they Jhould dd td ij, and td 

love <3rod with all our heart, and expreft that 

- » • , 

Idve by keeping his eommaridriletlts.' 

He that hopes to find peace by triifting 
God, muft obey him ; and when he has at 
any time failed in his obedience^ vvhicK 
amongft the held men will be Very frequent, 
he muft endeavour to reconcile God to hint 
by repentance. He may theh find afaother 
occafiori of exercifing his truft, by afliiririg 
himfelf, that wheh the wicked forfitkes hii 
way J and the unrighteCus man his thoughts^ 
and returns unto the hoird^ he will have mercy 
upon him^ and abundantly fardohi 

Votji; e this 
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This conftant and devout pradice, is both 
the efTeA, and caufef of confidence in God. 
He will naturally pour out his fupplications 
to the Suprenae Being, who trufts in him^ 
for affiftance and protedion ; and he, who, 
with proper fervour and humility, proftrates 
him£blf before God, will always rilie with an 
increafe of holy confidence. By meditating 
on his own weaknefs, he wiUl hourly receive 
new conviction of the neceffity of foliciting 
the favour of his Creatour ; and by recoiled* 
ing his promifes, will confirm himfelf in the 
hope of obtaining what he defires, and if, to 
fecure thefe promifes, he fleadily pra£tifes the 
duties on which they depend, he will fooa 
find his mind flayed on God, and be kept in 
perfe£l:. peace, becaufe he trufleth in him* 
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SERMON II. 




Job, xIv. i. 

Man that is bom of a Wmafh V of ftw d^h 
and full of trouble. 

THE portion, contained in this fentence, 
neither requires, nor admits, proof or 
illuftration; being too evident to be denied, 
and too clear to be midaken. ^ That life is 
of fhort continuance, and is difquieted by 
many moleftations, every naan knows, and 
every man feels ; and the complaint, attfi- 
buted to Job, in the hiftory that is fupppfed 
to be the oldefl book, of which mankind is 
in poflellion, has been continued, and will be 
continued, through gU.hunian generations 
with endiefs repetitions. 

C % But 
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But truth does not always operate in pro- 
portion to its reception. What has been al- 
ways known, • and very often faid, as it im- 
prefles the mind with no new images, excites 
no attention, and is fufiered to lie unheeded 
in the memory. Truth, poffeft without the 
labour of invefligation, like many of the 
general conveniences of life, lofes its eftima- 
tion by its eafinefs of accefs ; nor is it always 
fufficiently remembered, that the moft valu- 
able things are thofc which are. moft plenti* 
fully beftowed. 

To confider the Ihortnefs, or mlfery, of 
life, is not an employment to which the 
jniud recurs for folace or diverfion ; or to 
which it is invited by any hope of immediate 
delight. It is one of thofe intelledual medi- 
cines, of which the naufeous effence often 
obftrufts the benefit, and which the faftidi- 
oufnefs of nature prompts us to refufe. But 
we are told by Solomon, that there is a time 
not only 'to laughs but a time to weep \ md, 
that it is g6od fometimes to enter itita the houfe 
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of mourning. Many things which are not 
pleafant may be falutary ; and among them 
is the juft eftimate of human life, which 
ipay be made by all with advantage, though, 
by few, very few, with delight. As it is the 
l?ufinefs of a traveller to view the way before 
him, whatever dangers may threaten, or dif- 
ficulties obftruft him, and however void may. 
be the profpe£l of elegance or plcafure ; it is 
our duty, in the pilgrimage of life, to pro- 
ceed with our eyes open, and to fee out: 
ftate ; not as hope or fancy may delineate 
jt, but as it has been in reality appointed by 
Divine Providence. From errours, to which, 
after raoft diligent examination, the frailty of 
our underftandings may fometimes exppfe 
us, we may reafbnably hope, that he, who 
knows whereof we are made, will fufFer no 
irremediable evil to follow; but it would b^ 
unreafonable tq ejjpeft, th^t the fame iu* 
dulgence fliall be extended to voluntary ig- 
norance ; or, that we fhall not fufFer by thofe 
delufions to which vy? refign Qurfely^? by 
idlenefs.or choice. 

C 3 Nothing 
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NAttilrigliut daily experience couftl- itiakd 
ft dr6dible, that we Ihould" fee the daily de- 
fyitit into the griavfrof thofe whom we lovd 
or fear, admire or deteA -, thit We didtild fe6 
dtie generation paft, ^nd another p^ffing^ fee 
pdiTcffions daily changing their ownets, and 
the 'world, at vefy fhort intervials, altering 
Its appearance, and yet fhould Want to be re- 
minded that life is (hort; br that we Ihoutd, 
wherever we turn our eyes, find misfortune 
^nd diftrefs, and have our ears dally filled 
^ith the lamentations of mifery ; that w<( 
fhould often feel pain and ficknefs, difap- 
pointixients and privations, and yet, at every 
refpiration of momentary eafe, or gleam of 
fugitive and uncertain jdy, be elated beyon4 
the true fenfe of our condition, and need 
the voice of falutary admonitioOt to jnake 
us remember that life is miferable. 

But fince the mind is always of itfelf 
Ihrinking from difagrlpeible images, it is 
fometimes neceffary to recal themj and it 
may contribute to the repreffion of many 

un-t 
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unceafenable defires, and the prevention of 
many faults and folties^ if we frequently, and 
a^tentiFely coniider, 

Firft, That man born of a woman is of few 
i^s. And, 

Secondly^ That man born of a woman isfuU 
oftroubU^ 

As this changeable and uncertain life is 
only the paflage to an immutable ftate, and 
endleis duration of happinefs or miiery ; it 
ought never to be abfent from our thoughts^ 
That man horn of a woman is of few days 

The bufinefs of life is to work out our 
ialvation; and the days are few, in which 
proviiion muft be made for eternity. We all 
ftand upon the brink of the grave ; of that 
ftate, in which there is no repentance. He, 
whofe life is extended to its utmoft natural 
boundaries, can live but a little while ; and 
that he (hall be one of thofe, who are com* 
paratively faid, to live long, no man can tell* 

C 4 Our 



( 24 ) 

lOur days are not only few, l)ut uncertain* 
^The uttnoft that can be hoped, is httle; and 
of that little, the greater part is denied to the 
ipajprity of mankin^^ 



/ 



Our time is fhort, and pur work is great; 

it is therefore, with the kindeft earneftnefs, 

'■•••' ' * 

enjoined by the Apoftle, that we ufe all dili- 
gence to make our * calling and eledibn fure,' 
i^Ut to an impartial furveyor of the ways of 
jnen, will it appear that the Apoftle^s fiim- 
fnons has been heard or regarded ? Let the 
moft candid and charitable obferver take cog- 
jiizance of the general practice of the world; 
and what can be.difcovered but gay thought*^ 
ieffnefs, or fordid induftry ? It feems that to 
fecure their calling and eledion is the care 
of few. Of the greater part it may be faid, 
that God is not in their thoughts. One. 
forgets him in his bufinefs, another in hia 
amufements ; one in eager enjoyment of to* 
day, apother in folicitous contrivance for to- 
morrow. Sorne die amidft the gratifications 
of luxury, and fome in the tumults of con-i 
tefts undecided, and purpofes uucornpleated^ 

Warn- 
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Warnings are mxiltiplied, but without notice. 

Wifdom crietb in the Jlreets^ but is rarely 
heard. 

Among thofe that live thus wholly occur 
pled by prefent things, there are fome, in 
whom all fenfe of religion feems extinA or 
dormant; who acquiefce in their own modes 
of life, and never look forward into futurity, 
but gratify themfelves within their own ac- 
cuftomed circle of amufements, or limit their 
thoughts by the attainment of their prefent 
purfuit ; and, without fuffering themfelves to 
be interrupted by the unwelcome thoughts 
of death and judgement, congratulate them- 
felves on their prudence or felicity, and reft 
fatisfied with what the world can afford 
them ; pot that they doubt, but forget, a fu» 
ture ftate ; not that they dilbelieve their own 
immortality, but that they never confider it. 

To thcfe men it is furely proper to repre- 
fent the (hortnefs of life, and to remind 
them that human acquifitions and enjoy- 
ments are of few days ; and that, whatever 

value 



value may be affiled thenci hy periieirted 
^pinionSt they certainly waot , durability ; 
tbat the fabrick of terreflrial happinefs has 
DO foundation that can long fupport it ; 
tbat every hour,, however enlivened by gaiety, 
or digqiiied by fplendpur, is a part fubduftedl 
^0) the fum of Ufe ; that age advances alike 
upon the negligent and anxious ; and that 
pveiy moment of delight makes delight the 
iborter^ 

If reafpn forbids us to 6x our hearts upon 
things which we are not certain of retain^ 
ipg^ wo violate a prohibition ftill Wronger, 
when we fufier ourfelves to place our happi*^ 
ticfs in that which muft certainly be loft; 
yet fuch is all that this world affords us. 
Pleafiires and honours muft quickly periihy 
becauie life itfelf muft foon be at an end. 

But if it be folly to delight in advantages 
of uncertain tenure and Ihort continuance, 
liow great is the folly of preferring them tp ' 
permanent and perpetual good ! The man 
whofe whole attention converges to this 

world. 
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ti^dtld, even if we fuppofe at! his attempts 
|)rofperous^ and alt his wilhes granted, gains 
only empty pleafure, which he cannot keep, 
jrt the coft of eternal happinefs, whidi, if 
bow neglefted) he can never gain. 

Let fuch men therefore ferioufly refleft^ 
that man horn of a woman is of few days^ that 
he Cometh forth like a flower j and is cut down ; 
hefleeeth alfo as ajbadow^ and continuetb not. 

Others there arc on whom the interefts of 
fife have very fttong hold, who relax their 
thoughts by pleafnre, or enchain them by 
attention to wealth or power ; and yet feel, 
t^th forcible conviftion, the importance of 
futurity; in whofe breafts pious intentions 
are often budding, though they are quickly 
nipped by fecular de(ires# Such men fuffer 
frequent difturbance from the remonftrances 
of reafon, and the reproaches of confcience, 
and do not fet reafony or confcience^ at defi- 
ance, but endeavour to pacify the{n with 
i^ifuafive promifes of repentance and amend* 
jfpientt They know that their prefent ilate 

Is 
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is dangerous, and therefore withdraw from It 
to a fancied futurity,, in which whatever is 
crooked is to be made ftraight ; in which 
temptations are to be rejected, and paffions to 
be conquered ; in which wifdom and piety 
are to regulate the day ; in which every 
hour (hall have its proper duty. The morn- 
ing fhall awake beneficence, and the evening 
fliU the foul in gratitude and devotion, 

Purpofes like thefe are often formed, and 
often forgotten. When remorfe and folitude 
prefs hard npon the mind, they .afford a 
temporary refuge, which, like other Ihelters 
from a ftorm, is forfaken, when the calm re* 
turns. The defign of amendment is never 
difmiffed, but it refts in the bofom without 
cffefl:. The time convenient for fb great a 
change of conduft Is not yet come. There 
arc hindrances which another year wiU re- 
move ; there are helps which fome neaif 
event will fupply. Day rifes after day^ and 

• ■ 

one year follows another, and produces no- 
thing, but refolutlons without effe£t, and 
felf-reproach without reformation. The time 

defined 
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^eftined for a new life lapfes in (ilence ; ano* 
ther ticne is fixed^ and another lapfes; but 
the fame train of delufion ilill continues. He 
that fees his danger, doubts not his power of 
efcaping it ; and though he has deceived 
himfelf.a thoufand. times, lofes little of his 

• • • 

own, confidence. The indignation excited by 
the pad will, he thinks^ fecure him from 
any future failure. He retires jto confirm his 
thoughts by meditation, ,and. feels fentiments 
of piety powerful within him. He ventures 
again: into, the ftream of life, and finds him- 
felf again ^carried away by the curr6nt. 

, , ♦ f . ; . - , • r . 

That to:fuch, men, the fenfe of their danger 
may pot be nfelefs ; that they may no Jbnger 
trifle with their own convi£tion ; it is necef- 
iary to remind them, that man is of few 
days I that the life allotted to human beings 
is (hort ; and while they ftand ftill in idle 
fufpence, is growing always fhorter ; that as 
this little time is fpent well or ill, their 
whole future exiftence will be happy or 
miferable; that he who begins the great 
work of his falvation early, has employment 

adequate 
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adequate to all his powers ; smd that he who 
has delayed it, can hbpc to accomplifli it onlv 
by delaying it no longer. 

To him who turns his thoughts kte to 
the duties of Religion, the time is not only 
ftorter, but the work is greater. The more 
fin has prevailed, with the more^fficulty is 
its dominion refifted. Habits are formed by 
repeated ads, and therefore old habits are 
always flrongeft. The mode of life, to which 
we have been accuftomed, and which has 
entwined itfelf with all our thoughts and 
a£tions) is not quitted but with much dift 
ficulty. The want of thofe vanities, which 
have hitherto filled the day, is not eafily fup 
plied. Accuftomed pie^fttres rufh upon the 
imagination ; the pafilons clamour for thdr 
ufual gratifications ; and fin, though refblutely 
fhalcen off, will ilruggle to regain its former 
hold. 

To overcome all thefe difficulties, and 

overcome they mufl be, who can tell what 

time will be fufficient? To difburden the con« 
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fclence^ to reclaim the defires^ to axnbat (en- 
fuality, and Mprefs vnr&itjr, k not the wock 
of an hour, or of a day. Many confli^ miiA 
be endured, many falls recorered, and manj^ 
temptations repelled. The arts of the enen^ 
muft be counteracted 9 ^hd the deceitfulndi 
of our own hearts ^deteded, by fteady and 
perfevering vigilanee. 

« 

But how much note dreadful does tiit 
dan|;er of delay appear, wlien it is confidei^ 
that not only life h ievery day fiiortefi and 
the woik -of refofmiation every day greater^ 
but thit ftrength is every day lefs. It is not 
cwpJy comparatively leifened by the long Con* 
tinuaiice of bad li^bits, but, if the greater 
part of our time be pafl, it is ab£^hitely ie& 
by natural decay. In the feeblenefs of de- 
clining life, refolution is apt to languifli ; 
^nd the : pains, the ficknefs, and co^fequent 
infirnlities of ^ge, too frequently demand ib 
much care for the4}ddy, that very little caie 
igp or can ^ be, taken for the fouL 

» 
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: One donflderation more ought to be deeply 
ImpreiTed upon every, fluggifh and dilatory 
lingerer^ The penitential fenfe of fin, and 
the defire of a new life,., when they.arife in 
the mind, are to be received a$ monitions 
excited by our merciful Father, as calls which 
it is our duty to hear,, and our intereft to 
follow; that to turn our thoughts away from 
them^ is a new fin ; a fin which, often re-^ 
peated, may at hd be punifhed by derelidion# 
He that has been called often in vain> may 
be called no more; and when death comes 
upon bim, he will recoUedb his broken re- 
iblves with unutterable anguifh ; will wifh 
for time to do what he has hitherto nc-* 
gkded, and lament in Vain that his days are 

4 

few. 

J ■ ■ 

The motives to religious vigilance, aftd 
diligence in our duties, which are afforded by 
ierious meditation on the fhortnefs of lifej 
will receive afliflance from the view of its 
mifery i and we are therefore to remember. 

Secondly^ 
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Secondly, That man born of a ^mdn h 
full of trouble. 

The immediate efFefi df the riUhierdas 
Calamities, with which human nature is 
threatened, or afBi<fled, is to direft our dd- 
fires to a better ftate. When <ve know, chat 
we are on every fide befet *vith dangers J that 
bur eondttiod admits mariy evili which CSn- 
liot be remedied, but contains do goiUd which 
cannot be taken from us; that pain lies ia 
ambu(h behind pleafure, and misfortune be« 
liiiid fuccefs ; tha£ we have bodies fdbjcd to 
innumerable maladies^ and jninds liable to 
endlefs perturbations ; that Oirr knowledge 
bften gives us pain, by pfefetjting t6 ourr 
tvifhes fuch felieity as is beyond our rftach, 
ind our ignorance is fuch, that we oftiin pur- 
fue, with eagernefs, what either vtt cannot 
attain, or what, if we could attain it, difap- 
poinds our hopes ; that in the dead cf^lm of 
folitude we are infufficient to oUr own con^ 
tentmcnt, and that v^hen wea'rineft of o\ar- 
felves impels us to fociety, we are often iH 
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received; when we perceive that fmall of- 
fepfies may raife enemies, but that great 
benefits will not always gain us friends; 
when we find ourfelves courted by intereft, 
and fbrfakeU by ingratitude ; when thofe 
who love us fall daily into the grave, and we 
fee ourfelves confidered as aliens and Grangers 
by the riling generation ; it feems that we 
tnuft by neceflity turn our thoughts to an- 
other life, where, to thofe who are well pre* 
t>ajred for their departure, there will no longer 
be pain or forrow. 

Of the troubles incident to mankind, every 
one is beft acquainted with his own (hare.. 
Tlie miieries of others may attrad, but his 
own force, his attention ; and as man is not 
afflt^ed but for good purpofes, that attention, 
if well regulated, will contribute to purify 
his heart. 

We are taught in. the hiftory of Adam^s 
fall, that trouble was the confequence of fin, 
an<| that mifery came into the world by dif^ 
obedience to the divine law. Sin and vexa«* 

tion 
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tioii are ftill lb clofeljr united, that he who 
traces his troubles to their fource will cotii- 
tnonly find that his faults have produced 
them ; and he is then to confidcf his fuffcr- 
ings as the mild admonitions of his heavenly 
Tather^ by which he is fummbnefd to tinxjly 
penitence* He is fo far from having any 
reafon to repine^ that he may draw comfort- 
able hopes of pardon and acceptance, and 
tnay fay, with the high eft reafon, // is good 
f^r me that I tavt been affiiSled. 

It is, however j poffible that trduble may, 
fdmctime, be the confequence of virtue. In 
times df perfecufion this has dften happened. 
Confcffors of the truth have been punilhed 
by exile, imprifonmeut, tortures, and death. 
The faithful have been driven from place to 
place, and thofe have wandered about tnjheep^ 
Jkins and goai-JkinSj df whom the world was 
not worthy. Heb. xi. v. 37. 

Of fucfa violence Providence has now re- 
moved us froth the danger; but it is ftill 
poffible^ that integrity may taife enemies, 

D 2 and 
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and that a refolutc adherence to the right 
may not always be without danger. But 
evils of this kind bring their confolation with 
them ; and their natural eScQ: is, to raife the 
eye and thoughts to him who certainly judges 
right ; and to excite ardent defires of that 
ftate, where innocence and happinefs fhali 
always be united. 

When we have leifiire from our own cares 
to caft our eyes about us, and behold the 
whole creation groaning in mifery, we mufi 
be careful that our judgement is not prefump^ 
tuousy and that our charity is not regulated 
by external appearances. We are not to 
confider thofe on whom evil falls, as the out- 
cafts of Providence; for though temporal 
profperity was promifed to the Jews, as a 
reward of faithful adherence to the worfhip 
of God ; yet under the difpenfation of the 
Gofpel we are »o where taught, that the 
good Ihall have any exemption from the 
common accidents of life, or that natural and 
civil evil (hall not be equally fliared by the 
righteous and the wicked. . 

The 
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The frequency of misfortunes, and univer* 
fality of mifcry, may properly reprefs any 
tendency to difcontent or murmur* We 
fufier only what is furred by others, and 
often by thofe who are better than our- 
lelves. 

But the chief reafon why we (hould fend 
out our enquiries, to coUeft intelligence of 
mifery, is, that we may find opportunities 
of doing good. Many human troubles are 
fuch as God has given man the power of 
alleviating. The wants of poverty may evi- 
dently be removed by the kuidnefs of thofd* 
who have more than their own ufe requires. 
Of fuch beneficence the time in which we 
live does not want examples ; and furely that 
duty can never be negledled, to which fo 
great rewards are fo explicitly promifed. 

But the power of doing good is not con- 
fined to the wealthy. He that has nothing 
elfe to give, may often give advice. Wildom 
lil^ewife has benefits in its power. A wife 

D 3 man 
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man may reclaim the vicious, and inftruft 
the ignoHaat, may quiet the throbs of forrow, 
or difentangle the perplexities ot coiiicience,. 
He may coinpbfe the rtkntfnU encourage the 
timorous, ^nd animate the hopelcfs* In the 
multifarious affliiSions, with which every 
ftate of human life is acquainted, there i^ 
place for a thoufand cflFices of tendernefsS 
{b that he, whoie defire it is to do goodf 
Can never be long without an opportunity? 
and every opportunity that Providenqe pre* 
ients, let us feize with eagernefs, and im- 
prove with diligence ; remembering, that wc^ 
have no time to lofe, for Man that is born of 
A ff^Qm^ff is of few days^ 
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SERMON lU. 



Job I. Z2. 

In all ibis Job fimti not^ nor tbarged Gad 

foolijbly. 




SU C H is the weakne& of human nature, 
that every particular flate, or condition, 
lies open to particular temptations. Difier-* 
ent frames of conftitution expofe us to difier« 
ent paflions, of equal danger to our virtue ; 
and different methods of life, whether we en« 
gage in them by choice, or are forced Upoii 
them by neceflicy, have each of them theic 
inlets to (in, and their avenues to perdition. 
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The two oppofitc ftates of profpcrity and 
adyerilty equally require our vigilance ami 
caution ; each of them is a flate of conflid, 
in which nothing but unwearied reiiftance cai^ 
prefer ve us from beibg overcomo. 

The yiccs of profperity are well l^nown^ 
jind generally obfcrved. The haughtiqefs of 
Jiigh rank, the luxury of affluence, and the 
pruelty of power, every man remarks, and 
no man palliates. So that they are the com- 
mpi\ fubje^s of inve^ive. 

But though compaffion huiders men from 
being equally fevere upon the faults of the 
unhappy and diftrefled, yet, as there always 
h^s btctij and always will be, at leafl an equal 
number in this, as in the other ftate, it is 
proper that they likewife fliouldhe warned of 
the crimes to which the circumftances of their 
eonditidn expofe them, and furnifhed with 
foch reflexions as may enable them to avoid 
^em ; that one mifery may not produce a 
gceater, npr mi^ortune j^e the caufe of wick- 
edn^is. Therq 
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'li'here is no crime more incident to tfaoie 
whofe life is embittered with calamities^ and 
whom affli^ions have reduced to gloominels 
and melancholy, than that of repining at the 
determinations of Providence, or of charging 
Godfoolijhly. They are often tempted to un* 
feemly enquiries into the reafonofhisdifpcn- 
fations, and to expoftulations about the juf- 
t\CQ of that fentence which condemns them 
to their prefent fufferings. They confider the 
Jives of thofe whom they account happier 
th^n thcmfelves, with an eye of malice and 
fufpicion, and if they find them no better 
than their own, think themfelves almoft jus- 
tified in murmuring at their owq ftate* 

But how widely they err from their diity, 
by giving way to difcontent, and allowing 
themfelves to difpute the reafonablenefs of 
thofe laws by which the great Creator governs 
the world, will appear, 

Firft, by confideriog the attributes of God. 
And 

Secondly, by reflefting on the ignorance 
of man. Fir ft^ 
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Firft, by confidering the attributes of God. 

Many of the errours of mankind, both iu 
opinion and praftice, feem to arife originally 
from miftakeii notions of the Divine Being, 
or at leaft from want of attention to the na- 
ture of thofe attributes which reafon, as well 
9S the holy fcriptures, teaches us to affign to 
him. A temporary forgetfulnefs has, for the 
time, the fame efFeft as real ignorance, but 
has this advantage, that it is much more ea- 
lily remedied; fince it is much lefs difficult 
fo recolleft our own ideas, than to obtain 
pew ones. This is, I fuppofe, the ftate of 
every man amongft us, who is betrayed by 
his impatience under affiidlions to murmur at 
Heaven. He knows, when he refleds calmly, 
that the world is neither eternal, nor inde- 
pendent ; that we neither were produced, nor 
are preferved, by chance. But that Heavea 
and earth, ^nd the whole fydem of things, 
were created by an infinite and perfect Beiogt 
who ilill continues to iuperintend and govern, 
them. H^ kxiows (hat this Great Being is in«p 

finitely 
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finitely wi(e, and infinitely good ; fb that the 
end which he propofes muft neceffarily be 
the final happinels of thofe beings that depend 
upon him, and the means, by which he pro- 
motes that end, muft undoubtedly be the 
wifeft and the beft. All this he is fufficiently 
convinced of, when he is awakened to recolr 
le£tion ; hot his conviftion is over-borne by 
the fudden gufts of pafiion, and his impati^ 
cnce hurries him to wicked exclamations, be* 
fore he can recal to his mind thofe reafoa- 
ings, which, if attended to> would ftifle 
every rebellious thought, and change his dif^ 
truft and difcontent into confidence and tran* 
quiUity, 

It very nearly concerns every man, fince 
every man isexpofed, by the nature of humaii 
things, to trouble and calamities,* to provide 
9gainft the days of adverfity, by making fuch 
ideas familiar to his mind as may defend hitx) 
againft any temptations to the fin oi charging 
QodfooUJhly^ 



1% 
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It is frequently obfcrved in common life^ 
that feme favourite notion or inclination, long 
indulged^ takes fuch an entire pofTeffion of a 
man's mind, and fo engrofies his faculties, as 
to mingle thoughts perhaps he is not himfelf 
confcious of with aloioft all his conceptions^ 
and influence his whole behaviour^ It will 
often operate on occaiions with which it could 
fcarcely be imagined to have any connections 
and will difcover itfelf, however it may lie 
concealed, either in trifling incidents, or im* 
portant occurrences, when it is leaft expeded 
or forefeen* It gives a particular direftion to 
every fentiment and adtion, and carries a man 
forward, as by a kind of refifllefs impulfe^ 
or infuperable deftiny. 

As this unbounded dominion of ideas, long 
entertained by the fancy, and naturalized to 
the mind, is a very ftrong argument againfi^ 
buffering ourfelves to dwell top long upon plea- 
fing dreams, or delightful falfehoods, or ad- 
mitting any inordinate paflion to infinuatie it* 
ie^, and grqw domeflick ; fo it is a reafon, of 

equal 
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equal force, to engage us in a frequent, and 

intenfe meditation on thofe important and 
eternal rules, which are to regulate our con- 
duiSt, and redify our minds ; that the power 
of habit may be added to that of truth, that 
the moft ufeful ideas may be the moft fami- 
liar, and that every adion of our lives may 
be carried on under the fuperintendence of an 
over-ruling piety. 

The man who has accuftomed himlelf to 
confider that he is always in the prefence of 
the Suprcnae Being, that every work of liis 
hands is carried on, and every imagination of 
his heart formed, under the infpe€tion of his 
Creator, and his Judge, eafily withftands thofe 
temptations which find a ready paifage into 
a mind not guarded and fecured by this awful 
fenfe of the divine prefence^ 

He- is not enticed by ill examples, becaufe 
the purity of Ood always occurs to his ima- 
gination ; he is not betrayed to fecurity by fd- 
litud^, becaufe he never coniiders himfelf as 
alone. <# . 

The 



t ♦< 3 

» 

The two great attributes of our Soverei^ 
Creator^ which feem moft likely to influence 
our lives, and, by coofequence^ mofi ncctSk* 
rily to claim our attention, are his juftice atsd 
his mercy. Each of thefe ittay fuggeft con* 
liderations, very efficaciotis for the fuppreffion 
of wicked and unreafo0able murmurs* 

The juftice of God will not fufTcr hitn to 
afflift any man, without cauie, or without 
retribution. Whenever we fiiffer, therefore, 
we are certain, either that we have^ by our 
wlckednefs, procured our own miferies, or 
that they are fent upon us as further trials of 
our virtue, in order to prepare us for greater 
degrees of happinefs. Whether we fuppoie 
ourfeives to fuffer for the fake of puuUhmene 
or probation, it is not eafy to difcover with 
what right we repine. 

If our pains and labours be only pteparaf* 

tory to unbounded felicity ; if we are, perfe^ 

€utedfor righteoufnefs fake^ or fufFer by any 

confequences of a good life ; w6 ought to re* 

3 joke 



[ 47 J 

joke and he exceeding glad^ and to glorify tjic 
goodncfs of God, who, by uniting us in our 
fufferings with Saints and Martyrs, will joia 
us alio in our reward. 

But it is not uncharitable to believe of 
others, that this is not always the reafon of 
their fufFerings, and certainly no man ought 
to believe it of himfelf, without a very fcvere 
and cautious examination, long continued, 
and often repeated ; for nothing is more dan- 
gerous than fpiritual pride. The man that 
e;fteems himfelf a Saint will be in danger of 
relaxing bis circumfpediion, of flopping in 
his progrefs of virtue, and, if once he flops, 
of falling back into thofe infirmities from 
which his imaginary exemption made him 
prefumptuous and fupine. Every man there- 
fore, when the hand of God is heavy upoa 
him, muft apply himfelf to an attentive, and 
exa€k retrofpedion of his own life. He muft 
enquire, if he has avoided all open enormi- 
ties, and fcandalous degrees of guilt. Whe- 
ther he is not puniflied for fome fecret crime 
unknown to the world, and perhaps almoft 

fbr« 
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. :forg6tten by himfelf ; whether, in furveying 
himfelf. he does not overlook fome favourke 
fin, fome criminal indulgence ; or whether he 
has not fatisfied himfelf with increafing his 
devotions, inftead of reforming his morals^ 
or whether, from too much confidence in his 
morality, he has not been too negligent of 
his devotions ; and whether he has not con- 
tented himfelf with an imperfeft and partial 
fatifadion for fottie injury done to his neigh- 
bour, when an adequate and compleat repa- 
radon was in his power. 

To this enquiry he will be incited by re- 
membering that God is jud, that there is 
undoubtedly a reafon for his mifery, which 
will probably be found in his own corrup- 
tion. He will therefore, indead of murmui^- 
ing at God, begin to examine himfelf; and 
when he has found the depravity of his own 
manners, it is more likely that he will ad- 
mire the mercy, than complain of the feve- 
rity, of his Judge* 

« W6 



We k^t indeed fa little right to cbrnptain 
tif fmnifhmeatif when it dbei not excttd th« 
meafure of ike o^ncei that to beaor it pil«» 
tmitlf hardljr deierve§ th^nanie of virtue} 
buG inipati^ote under It is» m a high dtj^ifea^ 
and criminiU* 



It h Well kndwa kov^ partial ever^r mm lA 
in his own cailfe, and therelbre it U neociikry 
fco medkate much ijpon the joftiCe of Go^ 
led we be tempted to tHliiK out puoiQintdntlr 
too grfeat for our faults ; and^ i^ the: midft of 
bur angiiiih and diftr^fs, charge GodfgoUJhly^ 

But we fhall receive yet farther &tisfa^on 
&om i frequent reflbd^ion bn; the merc^ at 
iSod. We (hdll iearti to Cotifidei- Hrm, vaA 
only z% the Goivernour j but as the Father, of 
Ihe univerie ; as a Being infinitely gracious^ 
whole punifhrbients are not tnili^ed to graK 
tify any pa£ion of angdr^ got revenge, but tor 
awadcen us frooi the lethargy of fin, and to 
Kcarus from tho paths of deiku&ion. 
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i Every mart hasobfcrved, that the greatcft 
part of thofe who enjoy the pleafures of this 
Mfe, without interrnption or reftraiht, are 
cdther entirely forgetful of any other ftate, or 
at ieaft very little fdicitous about it. Men 
are eaiily intoxicated with pleafure, dazzled. 
with magnificence, or elated with power. 
The moil pathetick or rational difcourfe upon 
eternity lias, feldom any lading effeft upon 
the gay^ the young, the wealthy, and the. 
profperous* Even the Gofpcl itfelf was firft 
received by the poor. 

The reafon of this is not, becaufe Religion 
IS beft adapted to a gloomy and melancholy 
ftate of the mind. For the truths of Religion 
are: attefted by evidence, which muft be 
yielded: to as foon as it is: confidered ; and 
confirmed by proofs, which nothing but in*, 
attention can refift. • But to confider, and 
Weigh this evidence ferioufly and impartially, 
lihe.xnind muft be abftra£led, in fome mea« 
fure, froip the objeds that furround us ; ob-. 
jeds that ftrike us ftrongly, not becaufe they 
% . . are 
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are great, but becaufe they are near; while 
the views of futprity affcft us but faintly, 
not becaufe they are unimportant, but becaufe 
they are diftant* 

A conftant conviftlon of the mercy of God, 
firmly implanted in our minds, will, upon 
the firft attack of any calamity, eafily induce 
us to refleft, that it is permitted by God to 
fell upon us, left we (hould be too rtiuch 
enamoured of our prefent ftate, and neglect 
to extend 6ur profpe6ls into eternity. 

« 

Thus, by familiarizing to our minds tbe 
attributes of God, (hall we, in a great mea- 
fure, fecure ourfelves againft any temptation 
to repine at his arrangements ; but fhall pro- 
bably ftill more ftrengthen our refolution, 
and confirm our piety, by reflefting. 

Secondly, On the ignorance of Man. 

One' general method of judging, and de- 
termining upon the value, or excellence of 
thing?, is by comparing one with another. 

E 2 Thus 
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Thus- it is^ that we. form s^ nptiQp. of wwjljb^ 
gre^tnefs^ or power. It is, by; comj^viDft 
ourjCelyes with oth^us^ that wee oftea x»a^a 
an eftimate of our own happmdi,. aodevej*, 
fometimes of our virtue. They who repine 
at tb« ways. o£ l^i^qi^idence, repine o&5i^ not 
bccaufe they are . mifera|)lfe bm heqajufa thej^ 
am not (b happy as. others ;. and iQiagine. t^j^ii: 
affli^ons dealt with a, partial, hand^» aot that 
thcjr c^Q conceive themfelves &ee frqq:). guik^ 
hn^t becatiie they fce» or think, they fee> other* 
equally crimiaal, that fviSa: h(s^ §I^ojulii 
they be fuppofcd to judge rightly of thenni- 
fekeSr asid others, ihpuld it. be conceiiJ^ed 
that^ in rating their own excell^ncjes^/ thfty; 
are iiot roified by their felf-Ioy,e, or that thej^ 
are npt hindered by envy from, difcerning the 
virtues of thofe whom, they look uipou as rir» 
vals for happinefs;, yet unlefa they Qopld, 
prove, that the mercies which they have re- 
ceived, are below their merits, they haye- no 
reafon to complain. He that has more than 
he deferves. is not to murmur n»irely bj^^^^uic 
he has lefs than another. 
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Sut wk^ we ju<%e thus coafkieoAy of 
0tbei^t ^^ deceive ourielvcs ; we ttoit con"" 
je£U»re6 for cei'tamtie$, und thicMeras far 
MiAi^KS. Te detbitxHtie the degiees of virtue 
iMikd wkkedfiefs in pafrticular tne% is the pre- 
r«igativ& only *6f tbit Being that fearcbes the 
ifecretsoftbe he&rt» that knows vrhaC ternp^ 
tattbnk each mzA has refifted ; how far the 
meahs of ^ce iiave been afibrded hitPi jind 
flow he has improved or negl^dled them ; 
that ^es the force of evely paffion^ knowt 
tilt povJ^r irfevery prejudice^ attends to every 
confli£t ^f the mind, and marks all the 
^ruggles of injperfe£l virtue. He only, who 
gave us Qur faculties and abilities, knows 
when we err by infurmountable ignorance, 
pT whtit we deviate from the right by negli- 
getioe or prefucQptioQ. He only* that knows 
every circumftance of life, and every amotion 
pf the mind, can te|i how far the crimes, or 
virtues, pf each man are to be puniihed or 
ttswarded. No nkan can fay, that he is better 
f han another, becaufe no man can tell, how 
l^r the other was enabled to reiiil temptation, 

E 3 or 
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or what incidents might concur to overthrow 
his virtue. Nor are we able to decide, with 
much greater certainty, upon the happinefs 
of others. We fee only the fuperficies of 
men, without knowing what pailes within* 
Splendour, equipage, and luxury, are not 
always accompanied by happinefs ; but are 
more frequently the wretched folaces of a 
mind diftrafted with perplexities, and har« 
ralTed with terrours. Men are often driven, 
by reflection and remorfe, into the hurries of 
bufinefs, or of pleafurc, and fly from the 
terrifying fuggcftions of their own thoughts 
to banquets and to courts. 

Profperity and happinefs are very different, 
though by thofe who undertake to judge of 
the ftate of others they are always confound* 
ed. It is poflible to know that another is 
profpcrous, that his ^revenues increafe, that 
his dependants grow more numerous, that 
his fchemes fucceed, and his reputation ad- 
vances. But we cannot tell how much all 
thefc promote his happinefs, becaufe we can- 
pot judge how njuch they may engage his 

care^ 
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eattf or inflame his deffires ; lioW mucfi He 
may fear his enemies, br fufpeA his fl'iehds. 
We know not how much this feeminjg feli- 
city may be impaired by his folly, or his 
guilt ; and therefore he that murmurs at thii 
inequality of human happinefs, or acciifcg 
Providence of partiality, forgets his own im- 
perfe£):ion8, and determines ralhly, where hi 
cannot judge. 

Let every one then whom God (hall vifit 
with afflidion humble himfelf before him^ 
with fteady confidence in his mercy, and un^ 
feigned iiibmifCon to his juftice ! Let him 
remember that' his fins are the caufe of his 
niiferies, that his troubles are fent to awaketi 
him to reflexion, and that the evils of thi^ 
life may be improved to his eternal advan^ 
tage, if, inf):ead 6f adding fin to fin* and 
charging Godfooli/b/yj he applies himfelf {^^ 
rioufly to the great work of felf-examination 
and repentance. 

For furely the frailty of this life, and the 
uncer(a^ity of all human happinefs, is proved 

E 4 by 
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bj enuy vkvr of (be im^d i^imtt w, n4 
evciy ff ffedion iipon <)ui^)lf^ L«(ii^tdftth 
VfnG: ^a in t flate of fpifid Mni^t tp j^d tlii; 
f rial of eternal juftice^ or p^ pbeaia the ^t 
Fileges of iniinitt meircy ! Ltt it not: fur? 
|»U9 vs engagafi in fcbmiw of vaiijt/^ oc 
iyi0ies (^ cfopty p^aftsie ! Let ^atk* whidi 
|my idi^^ US ApW, which will ^se us at 
^me tiipe, equally terrible, find us, when<* 
ever it fh^l come, sfnimat^d with the love of 
Qod^ fHbmifiive to his eternal wiil, and dif- 
|ttfed \a umy^fal chaHty and jsentmaJi^Qe fq 
PUT bretliren. 

Lfft this inft9Qt b«^ a i^enr Isff^ ^ an(| 
fvery future miuute improve it \ Then, m 
exchange £k f iches, honours, or (enfual de«* 
^hts, we fiMj ctbtam the traaquUlity of a 
good confcJoiGe* and ^at peace i^God whkif 
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Exodus, hxm i6* 

ffAou JbaU not bear falfe witn^s againfi thy 

neighbour. 

NPTHINO \% more common than for 
men to make partial and abdCurd dif- 
^niftiqns between vices of equal enormity, 
mid to obferve fome of the divine commands 
vnt\i great fcrupuloufnefs ; while they vio- 
late others, equally important, without any 
concern, or the leaft apparent confciourners 
pf guilt. 

That to do our duty in part is better than 
entirely to difregard it, cannot be denied; 
^nd he that avoids (bme crimes, from the 

fear 
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fear of difplcafing God, is doubtlefs far more 
innocent than he that has thrown off all re- 
firaint, has forgotten th^ di(tin<£tions of good 
and evil, and complies with every tempta- 
tion. But it is a very dang^srous miflake, to 
conceive that any man, by obeying one law, 
acquires the liberty of breaking another ; or 
that all fins, equally odious to God, or hurt* 
ful to men, are not, with equal care, to be 
avoided. 

We may frequently obferve, that men, 
who would abhor the thought of violating 
the property of another, by direft methods 
of oppredion or rapine, men, on all common 
occafions, not only juft, but kind and com- 
paffionate, willing to relieve the neceflitous, 
and aftive in the protedion of the injured, 
will neverthelefs invade the charafters of 
others with defamation and calumny, and 
deftroy a reputation without remorfe. 

If every day did not convince us, how 
little either good or bad men are confiftent 
with themfelves, it might be wondered, hovv 

men, 

I 
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meji, who own their obligations to the prac* 
tice of fome duties, can overlook in them- 
felves the otniffign of others equally impor*^ 
tant, and enjoined by the' fame authority; 
and that thofe who avoid tbeft^ becaufe they 
are forbidden to Jieal^ do not equally abftaiQ 
from calumny^ fince they are no lefs forbidden 
to bear falfe witnefs again/l their neighbour ; a 
prohibition, of which I (hall endeavour to 
explain the nature, and enforce the neceflity, 
by (hewing, 

Firft, What are the different fen(es, in 
which a man may be faid to hear falfe witnefs 

againf bis neighbour. 

» 

Secondly, The enormity of the (in of 
hearing falfe witnefs. 

Thirdly, What reflexions may beft enable 
us to avoid it. 

The higheft degree of guilt forbidden by 
this law of God, is falfe teftinfiouy in a literal 
fenfe, or deliberatt^ and folemn perjury in a 

. court 
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court of J4i{ticei bjr whkh tiiie ^e of «fi 
iiMoccnt man is taken ftU^y^ ibe i%htiill 
owner {Irip^ of Ilis ))ofl€ffidii6| or aa fi^'» 
pr^odour iupjHHted tt his Hsfari^acioitt^ Thtt 
is a ciioae that uid«ide« robbery anil «Hir4ci^ 
fubKmed to |he higheft Aate ef ^Hdnklty^ 
and h^i^t^ijed with the motl ^tfotipus ^ 
gravatioas* H< that robs or itevr^kn hy ^% 
method^ gfiot aiAf doea it^ by the tiatuct <if 
the s£tioO| with calanaei^ and premedtCMmi^ 
but by making the name of God a AttCtton 
to his wickednefs. Upon this it is unnecef«» 
iary to 4well lo^gi iioce men, attired at this. 
height of coTfiiptioti^ are Scarcely to be te^ 
formed by argument, or pertQalion; afftdin^ 
deed feldom fufFer themfelves to be reafoned 
with, or admom&ed^ It ihxy bd how6ver 
proper to obferve, that he who is ewr ib «^ 
motely the caufe of any wickednefs, if he 
really de(ign6| aud willingly ^romoltei it, is 
guilty of that adion in the fam*, or nearly 
the fame, degree with the immediate perpe- 
trator ; affid therefore he that fuboras a falfe 
witnefs^ Or procures fuch a on^ to be fo^ 
horned, whether in his own caule^ or in that 

of 
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of another^ is guilty o£ the aime of fi^tyvy 

m 

^QT, 15 tjb3.t raaii only perjiir.ed, who deli- 
vers £oii truth w,hat he certaioly knows to ho 
falfe ; but he likewife that ailerts what he 
does not know to be true. *For as an oath 
takfto implies,. 10: the opinion of the m^i- 
t;i:ate wha adcmnifiers it, a knowledge of the 
fsi&i required tip h^ proved, he that, by offer- 
ipg himfel£ as an. evidence^ declares him&U 
9P]ii^jCed with, what be is ignorant of,, i$ 
gmltj: of bearing faJfe witnefs,, fince, thougk 
what, bft fwear^ flxould happen to be truc^, it 
if nqt tfi^ that h^ knew it. 

Such remarks as thefe ieera, at the fifft 
view, very trifling, becaufe they are obvious, 
smd yet are made neceflary by the conduft of 
nuinkind^ Every man almpft has had oppor«> 
tuaities. of oh&rving, with what grofs and 
artleis. delufiqns m?n. impofe upon them* 
ifelvea,, how readily they diftinguilh hetwcca 
^jqns, in. the eye of juilice and of realbnt 
egua% criminal ; haw often the^^ hqpe^ to 
i elude 
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elude the vengeance of heaven, by fubftitut- 
ing others to perpetrate the villainies they 
contrive ; how often they mock God by 
groundlefs excufes ; and how often they vo* 
luntarily (hut their eyes, to leap into dc- 
flru£tion. 

There is another fenfe in which a man 
may be faid to b^ar falfe witnefs agaln/i bli 
neighbour^ a lower degree of the crime for- 
bidden in the text, a degree, in which multi* 
tudes are guilty of it ; or, rather, from which* 
Icarcely any are entirely free* He, that zt^ 
tacks the reputation of another by calumny, 
is doubtlefs, according to the malignity of 
the report, chargeable with the breach of 
this commandment. 

« 

Yet this is fo univerfal a praftice, that it 
is fcarcely accounted criminal, or numbered 
among thofe fins which require repentance; 
Defamation is become one of the amufe* 
ments of life, a curfory part of converfation 
and focial entertainment. Men fport away 
;he reputation of others, without the leaft 

fisfiedion 
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refleftion upon the injury which t^ey zee 
doing, and applaud the happinefs of their 
own invention, if they can increafe the mirth 
of a feaft) or animate conviviality, by (lander 
and detradion. 

f 

, How. it comes to pafs, that men do not 
perceive the abfurdity- of diftinguifliing in 
fuch a manner between themfelves and 
others, as to conceive that condu^ft innocent 
in themfelves, which, in otiiers, they would 
^ make no difficulty of condemning, it is not 
caiy to tell. Yet it is apparent, that every 
man is fufficiently fenlible, when his owa 
charader is attacked, of the cruelty and in- 
juftice of calumny ; and it is no-lefs evident, 
that thofe will animadvert, with all the wan* 
tonnefs of malice, upon the moral irregularis 
^ies of others, whom the leaft reflection upon 
their own lives kindles into fury, and exaf-- 
perates to, the utmoft feverities of revenge. 

To invent a defamatory falfehpod, to rack 
the invention for the fake of difguifing it 
with circumftances of probability, and pro- 
pagate 
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pi^t^iH itKbftnonfljr^ till it l»«coitin ^pd«^ 
Ut^ 2»ni takitt root ia the mfluir of meit, t^ 
fwh 9 co»(titT)Md a^ of maike^ ad notihosT^ 

t Nor will It be a fufficient vindication td 
aUtfdg^» that tbe^ report^ tboi^fac boC whoSy^ 
jHat iai iiaiit ift tsue^ antk that it mRK lid* uo^ 

maibnabie i^i^cion tiiat fug^efted the reflu 
Fqci, idf fuf|ieiQn» hci adfxiitficd for eertaioejr)^ 
ovecy man's, ha^pincifs. tm»k be mtifeljr kk 
tjie^ powi^r e£ thoie bad meoy whoibr conTdi* 
Oiifi^a. ol g,mlt mafcei them eaiily jiudger iU 
o£Qther.$, oe whom a natural,, ochafaitoaljeai* 
loufy ioctinea to inmg^e. ffanidsi or vilhtnies^ 
where iione are iatettded* And if frktaU fail^ 
k)g& may be a^raviated a£ the: piisafupe of thta 
izelater, who ooay ooU. however eatltioua^. be^ 
Q^ade mhmoue and deteilahle i A calumay^ 
in which;falfebood: ia complicated, with truths 
and malice is afllfted by pcobability^ is^ mosei 
dangerous, but therefore lefs innocent^ than 
Hu mixed £brgery^ and groundlefs* invcdlives* 

Neither 
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- Neither is the firft authour only of a calum- 
ny 2iftilfe witnefs agaln/i his neighbour^ but he 
Kkewife that difleminates and promotes it ; 
fince, without his affiftance, it would peri(h 
as foon as it is produced, would evaporate iii 
the air without efFed, and hurt none but him 
that uttered it. He that blows a fire for the 
deflruiStion of a city, is no lefs an incendiary 
than he that kindled it. And the mau that 
imagines he may, without a crime, circulate 
a calumny which he has received from ano- 
ther^ may, with equal reafon^ conceive, that 
though it be murder to prepare poifons, it 
may be innocent to difperfe them. 

« 

Many are the pleas and excufes^ with which 
thofci who cannot deny this praflice, endea- 
vour to palliate lU They frequently aflert, 
in their own juftification, that they do not 
know the relation, which they hand about, 
to be falfe. But to thofe it may be juftly re- 
plied, that before they fpread a report to the 
prejudice of others, they ought, if not to 
know that it is true^ at leaft to believe it 

Vol. II. F upon 
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upon fomc r'cafonable grounds. They ought 
not to aflift a random whifper, or drive for- 
ward a flying tale; they ought not eagerly 
to catch at an opportunity of hurting, or add 
weight to a blow which may perhaps be un- 
dcferved. 

It may happen indeed, that a calumny may 
be fupported by fuch teftimony, and connected 
with fuch probabilities, as may deceive the 
circumfpeft and juft ; and the reporter, in 
fuch cafes, is by no means to be charged with 
bearing falfe witnefs ; becaufe to believe and 
difbelieve is not in ou'r power ; for there is a 
certain degree of evidence, to which a man 
cannot but yield* He, therefore, who is de- 
ceived himfelf, cannot be ace u fed of deceiv- 
ing others, atid is only fo far blatneable, zs 
he contributed to the difhonour or prejudice 
of another, by fpreading his faults withoot 
any juft occafion, or lawful caufe. For to 
relate reproachful truths, only for the plea- 
fiire of deprefling the reputation of our neigh- 
bour, is far from being innocent* The crime 
indeed doth not fall under the head of calum- 
2 ny, 
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tiy, but only differs from it in the falfehood, 
not in the malice. 

There is another occafion made life of, b;^ 
which, if this fault could cfeape from cen- 
fure, many others might enjoy the fame ad- 
vantage* It is urged by fome, that they do 
not adopt the tale, *till it is generally received, 
and only promote what they cannot hinder. 
But how muft wickednefs be controuled, if 
its prevalence be a reafon for compliance? 
Is it equitable and juft to coalefce with op* 
preffors, becaufe they are already too power- 
ful for the injured to refift ? Thus any man 
might vindicate rebellion, by affirming that 
he did not join with the rebels, 'till they were 
already numerous enough to dethrone their 
prince. Thus a man may exempt himfelf 
from blame, for betraying his truft, and fell- 
ing his country, by alledging that others 
had already fold it, and he only entered into 
the combination, that he might (hare the re- 
ward of perfidy. But it requires few argu- 
ments to (hew the folly of fuch pleas as thefe. 
It is the duty of every man to regulate his 
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cotidu^ not by the example of others, or by 
his own furmifes, but by the invariable rules 
of equity and truth. Wickedncfs muft be 
oppofed by ibme, or virtue would be entirfely 
driven out of the world. And who muft bp- 
pofe it in extremities, if, as it increafes morcy 
it be lefs crinpiinal to yield without refiftance? 
If this excufe will vindicate one man, it will 
vindicate another; and no man will be found, 
who is obliged to maintain a poft, from which 
others may fiy without a crime, and to en- 
deavour to reform the world, by which it is 
no reproach to be vitiated. If this reafoning 
\Yere juft, there might be a ftate of general 
depravity, in which wickednefs might lofc 
its guilt, iince every man might be led away 
by predominant corruption, and the univer- 
•fality of vice become its own defence. 

In fuch a Situation indeed, there is a ne* 
ceflity for an uncommon firmnefs and refolu* 
tion to perfift in the right, without regard 
to ridicule on the one hand, or intereft on the 
other. But this refolution muft be fummoned ; 
Ive muft call up all our ftrength, and awaken 

all 
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all our caution, and in defiance of iniquity, 
however warranted by fafliion, or fupported 
by polver, maintain an unfliaken integrity, 
and reproach the world by a good example, 
if we cannot ^mend it. 

There is yet another way, by which we 
may partake, in fpme meafure, of the fin of 
hearing falje witnefs» That he, who does not 
hinder the commiflion of a crime^ involves 
himfelf in the guilt, cannot be jlenied; and 
that his guilt is yet more flagrant, if, inftead' 
of obftrufling, he encourages it, is equally 
evident. He therefore that receives a calumny 
with applaufe^^ or liftens to it with a filent 
approbation, muft be at lead chargeable with 
conniving at wrong, which will be found no 
jtrivial accufation^ when we have confidered. 

Secondly, the enormity of the fin of beat>^ 
ingfalfe witnefs. 

The malignity of an ofFence arifes, cither * 
from the motives that prompted it, or thjs 
ponfequpnccs prodqced by it. 

f 3 If 
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If we examine the (in of calumny by this 
rule, we ihall find both the motives and con« 
fequences of the worft kind. V/e (hall find 
Its caufes and effects concurring to diftinguifil 
it from common wickednefs, and rank it with 
thofe crimps that pollute the earth, ^nd blacks 
^n human nature^ 

The mod ufual incitement to defamation 
is envy, or impatience of the merits or fuccefs, 
of others ; a malice raifed not by any injury 
received, but merely by the fight of that hap?, 
pinefs which we cannot attain. This is 9, 
paflion, of all others mofl: hurtful and conr 
temptible ; it i; pride compHcated with lazi- 
jiefs ; pride which inclines us to wifli our?- 
felves upon the level with others, and lazi- 
pefs which binders us from purfuing our iur 
formations with vigour and afliduity. Nothing 
then remains but that the envious man endear 
your to Hop thofe, by fome artifice, whom hp 
will not flrive to overtake, and reduce his fu* 
periours to his own meannefs, fince he c;|n- 
fipt rifc to their elevation. To this end he 

pxaipin^S 
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examines their condud: with a refolution to 
condemn it ; and, if he can find no remarka- 
ble 'defe£ts, makes no fcruple to aggravate 
fmaller errours, *till, by adding one vice to 
another, and detrading from their virtues by 
degrees, he has divefted them of that reputa- 
tion which obfcured his own, and left them 
no qualities to be admired or rewarded. 

m 

Calumnies are fbmetimes the offspring of 
refentment. When a man is oppofed in a de« 
fign which he cannot juftify, and defeated in 
the profecution of fchemes of tyranny, extor- 
tion, or opprefTion, he feldom fails to revenge 
his overthrow by blackening that integrity 
which efFefted it* No rage is more fierce 
than that of a villain difappointed of thofe ad- 
vantages which he has purfued \)y a long train 
of wickednefs. He has forfeited the efleem 
of mankind, he has burtbened his confcicnce, 
and hazarded his future happinefs, to no pur- 
pofe, and has now nothing to hope but the 
fatisfadion of involving thofe, who have bro- 
ken his meafures, in misfortunes and difgrace. 
By wretches like thefe it is no wonder if the 

F 4 vileft 
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yi Jeft arts of detraction are praiftifcd without 
fcruple, fiqce both their refentment and their 
intereft diredt them to deprcfs thofe, whofc 
influence and authority w'ilj bp ciDployed 
9gainft thero. 

ft 

But what can be faid of thofe who, withn 
put being impelled by any violence of paflion, 
without having repeiyed any injury or provo- 
cation, and without any motives of intereft^ 
vilify the deferving and thp wdrthJefs without 
diftindion ; and, merely to gratify the levity 
of tem^per and incontinence' of tongue, throw 
put afperiigns, equally dangerous with thofe pf 
virulence and enmity ? 

> > 

Thefe always reckon themfelvcs, and are 
pommonly reckoned by thofe whofe gaiety 
they prprnpte^ among the bpnevolent, the 
candid, and thq hurpane ; men without gall 
or malignify, friends to good-humour, and 
lover§ of a jeft. But, vpon a more ferious 
eftiraat jon^ will they not be, with far great? 
er propriety, clafTed with the cruel and thp 
|elfi(h;^ wretche^s that feel no apguifh atfacri- 

7 ^ ¥m 



[ 73 ] 

ficing the happincfs of mankind to the loweft 
views, to the poor ambition of excelling ia 
fcurrility ? To dcferve the exalted charafter 
of humanity and good-nature, a man muft 
mean welli it is not fufficlent to mean nothings 
He muft a£l and think with generous views, 
not with a total difregard of all the confer 
quences of his behaviour* Otherwife, with 
all his wit and all his laughter^ what charac- 
ter can he dcferve, but that oithe foolj wh9 
fcatter^ fire-brands^ arrows^ and deaths and 
Jay 5 J am I not in /port ? 

The confequences of this crime, whatever 
be the inducement to commit it, are equally ' 
pernicious. He that attacks the reputation of 
another, inyade$ the moft valuable part of his 
property, and pe|:haps the only part which he< 
can call his qvvn Calumny can take away 
what \s out of the reach of tyranny and ufur« 
pation^ and what may enable the fufFerer to 
repair the injuries received from the hand of 
pppreflion. The perfccutions of power may 
injure the fortune of a good man ; but thofe of 
ipalumny muft complete his ruin* 

Nothing 
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Nothing can fo much obftrud the progrefi 
of virtue, as the defamation of thofe that ex* 
eel in it* For praife is one motive^ even in the 
befl minds, to fuperiour and diftinguilhing de« 
grees of goodnefs ; and therefore he that re- 
duces all men to the fame ftate of infamy, at 
lead deprives them of one reward which is 
due to merit, and takes away one incitement 
to it. But the effeft does not terminate here. 
Calumny defiroys that influence, and power 
of example, which operates much more for- 
cibly upon the minds of men, than the folem- 
iiity of lawSy or the fear of punifhment. Our 
natural and real power is very fmall ; and it 
is by the afcendant which he has gained, and 
the eAeem in which he is held, that any man 
is able to govern others, to maintain order in 
Ibciety, or to perform any important fervice 
to mankind, to which the united endeavours 
of numbers are required. This afcendant^ 
which, when conferred upon bad men by 
fuperiority of riches, or hereditary honour, is 
frequently made ufe of to corrupt and d/eprave 
the world, to juftify debauchery, and (helt^r 

villainvj^ 
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villainy, might be employed, if it were to 

be obtained only by deiert, to the nobleft pur- 

pofes« It might difcountenance vanity and 

folly ; it might make the faihion cooperate 

with the laws, and reform thofe upon whom 

reafon and conviftion have no force. 

Calumny differs from moft other injuries 
in this dreadful circumftance. He who com* 
mits it, never can repair it. A falfe report 
may Ipread, where a recantation never reaches; 
and an accufation mufl: certainly fly faftcr than 
a de^snce, while the greater part of mankind 
are ba(e and wicked. The cSc&s of a falfe re- 
port cannot be determined, or circumfcribed* 
It may check a Hero in his attempts for the 
promotion of the happinefs of his country, 
or a Saint in his endeavours for the propa- 
gation of truth* 

Since therefore this fin is fo deftruiSive to 

mankind, and, by confequence, fo deteflable 

in the fight of God, it is neceffary that we 

enquire, 

Thirdly^ 



Thirdly* What refleAions may beft enable 
vs to avoid it. 

The way to avoid clFe<9:s is to avoid the 
caofes* Whoever therefore would not be 
tempted to bearfalfe witnefsj muft endeavour 
to fupprefs thofe pafiions which may incite 
him to it. Let the envipus man confider* 
that by detrad^ing from the charaAer of others^ 
he in reality adds nothing to his own ; and 
the malicious man, that nothing is more in« 
confident with every law of God, and inflir 
tution of men, than implacability and xt^ 
¥enge. 

If men would fjpend more time in examin* 
ing their own lives, and infpeding their own 
cbaraders, they would have lefs leifure, and 
]efajncIination, to remark with feverity upon 
others. They would eafily difcovfcr, that it 
vrill not be for their advantage to exafperate 
their neighbour, and that a fcandaloqs falie* 
hood may be eafily revenged by a reproachful 
troth. 

It 
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It was determined by our bleffed Saviour, 
in a cafe of open and uncontefled guilt, that 
he who was without faulty (hould caft thejirjt 
jione. This feems intended to teach us com- 
panion even to the failings of bad men ; and 
certainly that religion which extends fo much 
indulgence to the bad, as to reflrain us from 
the utmoft rigour of puniftiment, cannot be 
doubted to require that the good fhould be 
exempted from calumny and reproach. 

Let it be always remembered, that chart* 
ty is the height of religious excellence ; and 
chat it is one of the charafterifiicks of this 
virtue, that it thinketh no ill of others! 
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SERMON V. 



(PREACHED AT ASHBOURN.) 

« 

I Corinthians VI. 8. 

Nay^ydu do wrong and defraud^ and that ytmr 

Brethren. 



TO fubdue pai&on, and regulate deiire^ 
is the great talk of man, as a moral 
agent ; a tafk, for which natural reafon, how- 
ever aflifted and enforced by human laws, 
has been found infufficient, and which can- 
not be performed but by the help of Re- 
ligion. 

Th9 
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The paffions are divided by morallfts into 
irafcible and conc^pifcible ; the- paffions of 
refentment, and the paffions of defire. The 
danger of the irafcible paffions, the naifchiefs 
of anger, envy, and revenge^ every man 
knows, by evil which he has felt, or evil 
which he has perpetrated. In their lower de- 
grees, they produce brutality, outrage, con- 
tumely, and calumny ; and, when they are 
inflamed to the utmof}:, have too often rifeu 

to violence and bloodffied. 

« 

Of thefe paffions, themifchiefis fometimes 
great, but not very frequent;, for we are 
taught to watch and oppofe them, from our 
carlieft years. Their malignity is univerfally 
known, and as univerfally dreaded. The oc- 
cafions that can raife them high, do not often 
occur ; and when they are raifed, if there be 
no immediate opportunity of gratifying them, 
they yield to reafon, and perfuafion, or fub- 
fide by the foothing influence of time. 
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Of the irafcible paflloas, tht dired ftim^ 
bad prefent purpofe, i$ the hurt, or mtferjr 
of another ; of the concupifcible pailions, the 
proper motive is orir 6wii good. It is there* 
fore no reproiach to human nature^ that the 
concupifcible paflions Arc mote prevalent ; 
for, as it is more natural^ it is more juft, to 
defire our own good, than another^s eviL 

The defire of happinefs is inseparable froth 
a rational being, acquainted, by experience, 
with the various gradations of pain and pl^a- 
fure. The knowledge of different degrees of 
happinefs feems necefiary to the excitement of 
deiire^ and the Simulation of activity. He 
that had never felt pain, wbuld not fear it^ 
jior ufe any precaution to prevent it« He who 
had been always equally at cafe, would not 
know, that his condition admitted any im« 
provement, and therefore could have no end 
to purfue, or purpofe to profecute. But man, 
in his prefeut ftate, knowing of how much 
good he is capable, and to how many eyali 
Ik is expofed^ has his mind perpetually em* 

VoL*IL G ployed. 



ployed, iti defence, or in acquiiition, in jfe* 
curing that which he has, or attatatng that 
which, he believes, he either docs, or ftall, 
wane. 

He that defires happinefs muft neceflariljr 
defire the means of happinefs, muft wi(h tQ 
appropriate, and accumulate, whatever majr 
fati$fy his defires. It is not fufliclent to be 
without want. He will try to place himielf 
beyond the fear of want ; and endeavour to 
provide future gratifications for future wiihes, 
and 1 jty up in fiore future provifious for future 
neceffitifis* 

It is by the effcdt of this care to provide 
againft the evils, and to attain the bleflings, 
of lifei that human fociety has its prefent 
form. For this purpose profeflions are ftu« 
died, and trades learned; dangers are en- 
countered, and labour endured. For this 
reaibn every man educates his fbn in (bme 
uleful art, whicby by making him neceflary 
to others^ may oblige others to repay htm 
what is neceffiiiy to himielf. The general 

em- 
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employment of mankind is to mcreafe plea- 
fure, or remove the preffure of pain. Thefe 
are the vital principles of aftion, that fill ports 
with (hips, (hops with manufa6):urers, and 
fields with hufbandmen^ that keep the ftate(^ 
man diligent in attendance, and the trader 
adlive in his bufinefs. 

It is apparently the opinion of the civilized 
world, tliat he who would be happy muft 
be rich. In riches the goods of life are com- 
pendioufly contained. They do not enlarge 
our own perfonal powers ; but they enable us 
to employ the powers of others for our ad- 
vantage. He who cannot make what he 
wants, will however eafily procure^ it, if he 
can pay an artift. He who fufFers any remer 
diabje inconvenience, needs not to fufFcr it 
long, if h^ can reward the labour of thole* 
who are able to remove it. Riches will make 
an ignorant man prudent by another's wif- 
>dom, and a weak man vigorous by another's 
ftrength. It can, therefore, be no wonder, 
that riches are generally defircd ; and that 
almof^ every man is bufy, through his whole 

Q:^ life. 
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life, 111 gaining, or in keeping them, for 
himfelf, or his pofterity. 

As there is no defirc fo ex tend vc, or fo 
continual in its exertions, that poflefles fo 
many minds, or operates with fuch reftleft 
a&ivity ; there is none that deviates into 
greater irregularity, or more frcqently corrupts 
the heart of man, than the wi(h to enlarge pof- 
feflion and accumulate wealth* 

In a dlfcourfe, intended for popular in- 
flrudion, it would be of little utility to men- 
tion the ambition of Kings, and difplay the 
cruelty of Conquerors. To flaughter thou- 
fands in a day, to fprcad defolation over 
wide and fertile regions, and to carry rapine 
and deftru6tion indifcriminately from one 
country to another, can be the crime only of 
thofc few who have fceptres in their hands ; 
and, even among them, the wantonnefs ,^f 
war is not very common in our days. But 
it is a fufficient evidence of the power of m- 
tercft, that fucU afts (hould ever have been 
perpetrated ; . that there could ever be any 

man. 
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man, willing to augment his wealth, or ex- 
tend his power, by flaughter and devaftation ; 
or able to pcrfuade himfelf, that he might 
purchafe advantages, which he could enjoy 
only in imagination, at the expence of the 
lives of thoufands of his fubje£ts, as well as 
his adverfaries ; of adverfarics that never had 
injured, or offended him, and of fubjedts 
whom it was his duty and his engagement to 
preferve and to proteft. 

Nor is it neceflary to mention crimes, 
which are commonly found amongft the 
lowed: of mankind, the crimes of robbery and 
theft* ' For, though they are too common, 
their enormity is fufficiently underftood by 
the laws which are enabled againft them, and 
fufficiently menaced by the terrours which 
thofc laws hold out. They are fo apparently 
dc,ftru£kive of focial fecurity, their confe- 
quences are fo eaiily perceived, and their per- 
ujciQufncfs fo generally acknowledged, that ' 
to be fufpeSed of then) is to be; infamous ; 
and to be deteded in the cpmmiffion of them 
is to be expofcd to punifliment, and often to 
death, G 3 But 
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But thece is another mode of injuring tha 
property of others, and of gaining unjuft ad- 
vantages, which* though not equally liable, 
at all cimes^ to punifiiment, with theft and 
robbery, is, in its own nature, equally cri-* 
mioal, and perhaps tpore pernicious ; there- 
fore, equally open to the cenfures of reaibn 
ahd religion. This fpecies of guilt is ;diftin«» 
guilhed by the appellation o^ fraud % a word 
which^ when uttered, really excites a due 
degree of deteftation, and which thofe, who 
pradife it, perhaps difguife to their con^^ 
fciences by ftill fofter terms. 

But that fuch dlfguifes may deceive the 
foul no longer ; and that what is univerfally 
inifchievou&» may be totally abhorred ; I (hall 
endeavour to fhew, 

Firft, The nature oi frauds and the temp* 
tations to pradife it, 

Seoondly, How much it is contrary to the 
rules of religion, and how much it obftrudls 
the happinefs of the world 

Thcj 
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The nature of fraud; as diftm^ f^om odfer 
violations of right or property, ieems to con*^ 
uft in this, that the mm injored is induced 
to concur in the a£t by which the injury is 
done» Thus» to take away any thing valtK 
able, without the owner's ^ knowledge* is a 
tbeft ; to take it away, againft his confent, 
by threats or fbrce^ is a lythery ; to borrow 
it, without intention of returning it, is a 
fraud J becaufe the owner confents to the zQl^ 
by which it pafled out of his own hands. 

AW fraudi therefore, fuppofes deceit, either 
in the afBrmationr of what is falie, or the 
fuppreflion of what is true ; for no man wiN 
lingly wrongs himfelf. He mufl be deceived, 
either by falfe appearances of the prefent, or 
by faHe pronaifes of the future, bv a difplay 
of fiftitious advantages, or an artful conceal* 
ment of certain inconveniences; 

As it often happens, that in committing a 

/raud^ or perfuading a man to injure hnnfelf, 

a coniiderable degree of Ikill and dexterity is 

required ; the fraudulent are often confidered, 

G^ by 



by them(elves and others, as poflefliug;, uti« 
common powers of underilanding, fo that, 
though the z& itfelf is bkmed, the artifice is 
admired. Confcience is overpowered by va-V 
nity, and the fliame of guilt is loft in the 
pride of fubtlety and acuteuefst 

It is to be feared, that the fcience of over- 
reaching is too clofely connected with lucra^ 
tive commerce. There arp claflcs of men, 
who do little Icfs than profefs it, and whq 
are fcarcely afliamed, when they are detefted 
in impofture. Such men indeed live without 
reputation. They are coniidered as exercifing 
diflionourable employments, but they are 
ftill tolerated ; an^, howeyer they may be 
defpifed, are very rarely puniflied. The 
whple practice of buying and felling is in* 
deed fepletc with temptation, which even a 
virtuous piipd finds it. difficult to reiift. 
* jI merchant Jhall hardly hep htmfeif front 
doing wrongs and an huckjler Jhall not be freed 
from Jin. 

♦ Ecclefiaftictr^, xxvi. 29. 
5f ^^^Jl 
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^ Mar^ halve finned for a [mall matter ; mi 
be that feeketb for abundance^ will turn bh 
eyes away. As a nail fikketh faft between 
the joinings of the ftones^ fo doth fin Jlitk chfc 
between bt^ing and Jelling. 

Such is the cenfure of the Son of Sirach, 
tpvhich furely cannot be heard without alarai 
and terrour. 

It is, .however, by no means to be ad- 
inirted, thgt all trade is neceiTarily fraudu- 
lent, or that ^11 traders are dilhoneft* Every 
kia^i of life h^s its peculiar dangers, which 
the iiisgligent incur, and the wife efcape. 
The danger of a trader, like that of bthers, 
may be avoided by refolution, vigilance, and 
prayer, by a conftant reference of his anions 
to his eternal intereil, and by the help of 
God, diligently implored. 

That the ncceffity of this vigilance may 
be more Arongly recoQiipended, it is fit that 
lye cpniider, 

* Ecclefi^icus, x%yiu i, 2* 

Secondly, 



( 9<z> ) 

Secondly^ How much thtf przQice cfffrsud 
h contrary to reUgion, and how mock it ct^ 
Artt^s the haj^pkiels of the world. 

The great rule, by which, religion regnlatek 
all tranfa6lions between one man and ano>- 
thfttf Uy ihM tfefy tnan ^^dld d& td dthers 
iK>hat hi would MpaSt that dtbift^ }» th« hmt 
cafe, fijould do to him. This rulo is vvdiixnk 
in every aft of fraud. For, however the 
childrin fifthe iafdrFd miy forgive, or applaud 
tbemft4v(*s, tfrheit fhey pfa^ife fraud\ ihef 
WiWplain very fotfdly, whcfti tfiey Jiifef it. 
They th€fri dart clefarly difcern its b^fericfs, 
Utiiiti rtlifchief;: ifld difcovefr, that nothing, 
rfefetves praife but parity atjd gotxfnefs. 

Tht ttiuM of frond ^2iS thi^ aggravation, 
that it is generally an abu'fe of corifidende. 
Robberies of violeftce are cortimitted cotti- 
monly upon thofe, to whom the robber is 
toknown. The lurking thief takes indif- 
criminately what comes by chance within 
his reach. But deceit cannot be pra^iifed', 

unlefs 
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tinlefs by fome pfevious treaty, and gradual 
advance, by which diftruft is difltpated, and 
an opinion of candour and integrity excited* 
Traud^ therefore, neceflarily dilguifes life 
with folicitude and fufpicion. He that has 
been deceived, knows not afterwards whom 
he can truft, but grows timorous, referved^ 
afraid alike of enemies and friends ; and lofes, 
at leaft, part of that benevolence which is 
iiecefTary to an amiable and virtuous charac- 
ter^ 

Fraud is the more to be fupprefled by uni* 
verfal deteftation, as its efFeiSs can fcarcely 
be limited. A thief feldom takes awiav what 
can much impoverifR the Tofer; but hjfrauJ^ 
the opulent may at once be reduced to indi- 
gence, and the profperoiis diftrefled ; the ef- 
fects of a long courfe of induftry may be fud- 
denly annihilated, the proviiion rfiade for age 
fnay be withdrawn, and the inheritance of 
jpofterity intercepted* 

For the particular application of this doc- 
trioe, I am ferry, that my native place ihouM 

afibrd 
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afford an opportunity. But fince this fociety 
has called me to fland here before them, I 
hope no man will be offended, that I do my 
duty with fidelity and freedom. Truth re- 
quires, that I warn you againft a fpecies of 
fraud, fometimes found amongft you, and 
that of a very (hameful and oppreffive kind. 
When any man, whofe contributions have 
had their due part in railing the fund for 
occafional relief, is reduced by difeafe, or 
hurt, to want the fupport which he has, 
perhaps, for many years, fuppofcd himfelf 
gradually accumulating againft the day of 
diftrefs ; and for which he has denied him* 
felf many gratifications ; at the time, when 
he expels the beneficial effects of his pru* 
deuce and parfimony; at that very time, 
every artifice is ufed to defeat his claim, and 
elude his right. He declares himfelf perhaps 
unable to work, by which nothing more can 
reafonably be meant, than that he is no longer 
capable of labour equal to his livelihood. 
This man is found employing the remains of 
his ftrength in feme little office. For this 
furely he deferves to be commended. But 

what 
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what has been the confequence ? He has 
been coofidered as an impoftor, who claims 
the benefit of the fund by counterfeited in- 
capacity ; and that feeble diligence, which, 
among reafonable and equitable men, gives 
him a title to efteem and pity, is mifapplied, 
and mifreprefented into a pretence for de- 
priving him of his right, and this done by 
judges, who vainly imagine they (hall be 
benefited themfelves by their own wicked de- 
termination. 

It is always to be remembered, that a de- 
mand of fupport from your common fund 
is not ^ petition for charity, hut a claim to 
jufticc. The relief, thus demanded, is not a 
gift, but a debt. He that receives it, has 
firft purchafed it. The denial of it, therefore, 
is a fraud and a robbery ; and fraud fo much 
the more atrocious and deteflable, as, by its 
nature, it muft always be pra£tifed on the 
poor. When this fuccour is required, there 
is no place for favour, or for refentment. 
What is due muft be paid, becaufe it is due* 
Otiier confideratious have here no weight. 

The 
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The amiable and the perverfe, the good and 
the bady have an equal right to the perform^ 
ance of their contrail. He that has trufted 
the fociety with his money, cannot, without 
breach of faith, be denied that payment, 
which, when he payed his contribution, waa 
folerclnly ftlpulated. 

It has been always obferved by the wife^ 
that it is every man's real intereft to be 
honeft ; and he who pradifes frauds to the 
injury of others, (hews, at the fame time, 
how fraud may be praftifed againft himfelf- 
Thofe who have been forward in watching 
the fteps of others, and have objected to pay* 
ment when it was required, may live to be 
themfelves watched, and excluded by a pre- 
cedent, which their own fraudulence, or.ma-- 
lice, has incited them to eftablifli. They 
will then fee! the folly of wickednefs, and^ 
know the »eceffity of providing againft the 
day of calamity by innocence and integrity; 
they will wilh that they could claim the 
ktndnefs of others, as a recompence for kind« 

x»h formerly exhibited by themfelves. 

Frauar 
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Fraud is the more hurtful, LecauCe the 
wrong IS often without redrefs. As he that 
is wronged by fradulent pra^ices mu& zU 
ways concur in the zQ: that injured him; it 
is not always eafy to alcertain the exa^ limits ^ 
of his agency, fo as to know precifely how for 
he was deceived. This^ at lead, is feldom to 
be done without an enquiry and diicufiioo^ 
liable to many legal delays^ and eludlble by 
many artifices* The redrefs, therefore, ' is 
often miore pernicious than the injury ; and 
while the robber lurks in fecret, or flies for 
his life, the man of fraud hold^ up his head 
with confidence, enjoys the fruits of his ini- 
<}uity with fecurity, and bids defiance to de- 
te^ion and to punifhment. 

But his triumph,' however he may efcapc 
human judicatures, muft end with his life* 
The time will come, and will come quickly ^ 
when he that has defrauded his neighbour 
mufl ftand before the Judge of all the earth, 
a Judge whom he cannot deceive; and be- 
fofe ifvbom, whatever he has taken wrong* 

3 f«ny, 
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fuUjy without reflitution, and without fe« 
pentance, will lie heavy on his fouL 

'^ Let htm» therefore, that has (lolen, ileal 
no more T* let him who has gained hyfraudf 
repent and reftore, and live and die in th« 
exercife of honefty t 
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SERMON Vt. 



2 Corinthians ix. jr. 

£wry man according as be fUrpofeth in bis 
hearty fo let him give^ not grudgingly^ or of 

necejjity^ for God loveth a cheerful giver m 

Ti , • 
HE frequency "^ith which the duty of 
alms-giving has of late been reconi- 
inended ; the perfpicuity with which it has^^ 
on many occifiohs, been explained ; the force 
of argument by which its heceffity has beeii 
proved to the reafon, and the ardour of zeal 
ivlth which it has been Imprefted upon the 
paffidns ; make it reaforiable to believe, thdt 
it is now generally tindefftood, ahd that very 
few of thofe, who frequent the publick 
WQrftiip, arid attend with proper cjiligence to' 
inftru6iidn, can receiv^e niuch information, 
^ith regard to the excellence and importance 
faf this virtue. 

Vol. II. H M 
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But as mofl of the crimes aud miferies of 
our lives arife rather from negligence, than 
ignorance; as thole obligations which are 
beft known, are fometimes, from the fecurity 
to which the confcioufnefs of our know- 
ledge naturally betrays us, moft eafily for- 
gotten, and as the impreffions which are 
imade upon the heart, however ftrong or 
durable they may at firft appear, are eafily 
weakened by time, and effaced by the per* 
• petual fucceffion of other objeds, which 
croud the memory, and diftra<5t the atten^ 
tion; it is ncceflary that this great duty 
fhould be frequently explained, that our ar- 
dour (hould be rekindled by new motion^ our 
convidl.ion awakened by new perfuafions, and 
our minds enlightened by frequent repeti- 
tions of the inftru6tions, which^/if not re- 
colle£led, muft quickly lofe their efeft. 

Every man, who has either applied him- 

felf to th* examination of his own conduct 

with care proportioned to the importance of 

the enquiry^ or indulged himfelf in the 

6 more 
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more frequent employment of infpefiing th« 
behaviour of others, has had many oppor- 
ttinittea of obferving, with how mudh dif- 
ficulty the preicepts of Religion are long pre-^ 
ferved in their full force j how iiifenfibly thd 
ways of virtue are forfaken, and into what 
depravity thofe who truft too much to their 
own ftrengthj fometiriies fall, by negledling 
to prefs forward, and to confirm their re- 
folution, by the fanjc methods as they at firft 
excited it* Innumerable temptations con^ 
tinually furround us, and innumerable ob-* 
ftruftions oppofe us. We are lulled with 
indolence, wc are feduced by pleafurc, we 
are perverted by bad examples, and we are 
betrayed by our own hearts. No foonler da 
we, in compliance either with the vanities, 
or the bufinefs, of life, relax our attention to 
the doftrines of piety, than we grovy coldi 
and indifferent^ dilatory and negligent* 
When we are again clalled to our diity, wtf 
find o^r minds entangled with a thoufand 
6bje£iions } we are feady to plead every avo- 
cation, however trifling, as a:n exemption! 
from the neceffity of holy pra£tices ; andy 

H j^ be^auib 
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beciufe we readily fatisfy ourfdves with our 
excufes, we are willing ta imagine that we 
(liall fatisfy God, the God of infinite holi- 
iiefs and juftice, who fees the mod fecret 
motions of our minds, who penetrates 
through all our hypocrify, and upon whom 
dliinclination can be never impofed for in- 
ability. 

With regard to the duty of Charity, it 
is too common for men of avaricious and 
worldly difpofitions, to imagine that they 
may be faved without compliance with a 
conimand fbiittle agree;able to their inclina- 
tions ; and therefore, though perhaps they 
cannot always refift the force of argument, 
or repel convidtion at its firft affault, ytt^ as 
they do hot willingly fufFer their minds to 
dwell upon reafonings, which they fcarcely 
Wifli to be true, or renew, by frequent rc- 
Colleftiori, that fenfe of their duty which 
they have received, they quickly relapfc 
into their former fordid infenfibility, and, by 
indulging every confideration which can be 
applied to the juftificatton of parfimony* 

harden 



harden their hearts, and withhold their 
hands : and while they fee the anguifli of 
mifery, and hear the cries of want, can pafs 
by without pity, and without regard ; and 
without even feeling any reproaches fronn 
their hearts, pray to God for that mercy, 
which they have themfelves denied to their 
fellow-beings. 

One of the pleas, which is alledged in 
juftification of the iiegleft of Charity, is 
inability to pradlife it ; an excufe, when real,' 
to which no dbjedlion can be made ; for it 
cannot be expefted, that any man (hould 
give to another what he muft himfelf want 
in the fame degree. But this excufe is too 
frequently offered by thofe who are poor 
only in their own opinion, who have ha- 
bituated themfelves to look on thofe that are 
above, rather than on thofe that are below 
them, and cannot account themfelves rich, 
while they fee any richer ; men vs^ho mea- 
fure their revenues, not by the wants of iia« 
tiire, but by the demands of vanity ; and 
who have nothing to give, only becaufe they 

H 3 will 
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VfUl not diminifli any particle of their fplen<>< 
dour, nor reduce the pomp of their equi^ 
page } who» while their tables are h6ape4 
with delicacies^ and their houfes crouded 
with fedal aiTembliesi fuffer the pooi^ to^ 
languifh in- the flreets in miferies And iti 
want, complain that their fortunes are not 
equal to the generofity of their minds^ and 
applaud their own inclinations to Charity 
and Mercy : Inclinations which are never 
ixerted in beneficence^ becaufe they cannot 
i^are any thing from the^r appetites and ihtxi 
pride. 

Others there are, who frequently delight 
to dwell upon the excellency of Charity^ 
and profefs themfelvcs ready to comply with 
its precepts, whenever proper obje(JXs ihall be 
propofcd, and an opportunity of proper ap^ 
plication fhall be found ; but they pretend 
that they are fo well informed, with regard 
to the pcrverfion of Charity, and difcover fo 
many ill efFeds of indiftinguifhing and care^ 
lefs liberality, that they are not eafily fatis- 
Ije^ vvith the pccftfipps which Ri'e offered 

th?m^ 
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them. They are fbmetimes afraid of en- 
couraging idienefs, and fbmetimes of coun- 
tenaoijtng irapofture^ and (q readily find ob- 
jeftions to every method of Charity that can 
be mentioned to them, that their good incli- 
nations are of very little advantage to the reft 
of mankin4 ; but however they congratulate 
thenafelves upon their merit, and flill applaud 
that gwi^rofity by v^hich calamity was never 
ibft^uedt and by which want never was 
xiaWcvod. 

But that ^1 thefe in;kaginary pleas may bp 
once more confijted^ th^it the pppoxtjijnity of 
Charity^ >)rhich Providence h?8 this day put 
into our hands, may not be negle^ed^ and 
that our alms may be given in fuch a man- 
ner as may obtain ^ccept^ince witji the great 
Judge oi all the earthy who h^s promifed to 
Ihew mqrcy to the merciful, I fl?aU en.dea* 
vo.ar to lay before you, 

Firft, The importance and neceflity of the 
praftice of Charity. 

Secondly, The difpofition of mind, .which is 
neceflary to make our alms acceptable to God. 

H 4 Thlrdlv, 
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Thirdly, The reafonable^cfs of laying hol^ 
fill the prefect ppportqnity fpc the exercife odP 
gur Charity. 

And, Firft, I fhall endeavour to Ihew the: 
importanpe ^nd peceflity pf the praftice of 
Charily. The in^portsnpe and neceffity of 
Charity is fp evjdpnt, that as it might be 
hoped that no pcoof covild he neceflary, fa 
it is difficult to produce ^ny arguments which 
do not occur of themfelves to every reafon- 
able and attentive mind. For whither can 
yr^ turn our thoughts, or direct our eyes, 
where v^e fliall not find fome inotive to the 
fsxercife pf charity I 

If we look up to heaven, which we have 
been taiight to confider as the particular re- 
fidence of the Supreme Being, we find there 
our Creatour, pur Preferver, and our Judge ; 
our Creatour, whofe infinite power gave u& 
our exiflencc, and who has taught lis, by that 
gift, that bounty is agreeable to his nature ; 
qUr Prefprver, of whofe afliflance and prcj- 
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tcdion wc are, every day and every moment, 
in need, and whofe favour we can hope to 
fecure only by imitating his goodnefs, and 
endeavouring the affiftance and protedlion of 
each other ; and our Judge, who has already 
declared that the pietciful (hall obtain mercy, 
and that in the awful day, in which every 
man (hall be recompenfed according to his 
works, he that foweth fparingly (hall reap alfp 
fparingly. 

If we caft our eyes over the earth, and 
extend our obfervations through the (yftem 
pi human beings, what (hall we find but 
fcenes of mifery and innumerable varieties of 
palamity and diftrefs, the pains of (icknefs, 
the wounds of cafualty, the gripings of 
hunger, and the cold of nakednefs ; wretches 
wandering without an habitation, expoled to 
the contempt of the' proud-, .and fhe infults 
of the cruel, goaded forward, by the ftings 
of poverty, to diflhoneft a6ls, which perhaps 
relieve their prefent mifety, only to draw fome 
pore dreadful diftrefs upon them ? And what 
afe we taught, by all thefe different -ftates of 
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unhappin^fs? what, but th« necftflity of tbtt 
viirtue by which they arc relieved ; by which 
the orphan may be fupplied with a fathers 
and the widow with a doiei^der ; by which 
lukedatfs may be cloathed» and ilckn^s let 
free from adventitious paiu« ; the ftrangar ib« 
laced in his waodering^, .and the hungry re* 
Aored to vigour and to e^fe I 

If we turn from thefe melancholy prof- 
pefts, and caft our eyes upon ourfelves, what 
ihall we 6nd» bvit a precaripua and fxailbein^g, 
furrounded on every fid^ with dangQr^ and. 
befieged with miferies and with wapts? mi«* 
ftries, which we cannot avert by owr own 
power, and wants which our own abilities 
cannot fupply ? We perceive ourfekep wholly 
unable to ftand alone, and competed to foli- 
cit, every moment, the affiftance of our feU 
low-creatures; whom perhaps our Maker 
enables m at prefent to repay by mntnal 
Jtindnefs, but whom we know not how 
foon we may be., neceffitated to implore, 
without the capacity of returning th^i^r be- 
n«^€e«c?, 

Thi« V 



( ^n ) 

Tids reffei^ioa furely ought immediately 
t» convince us df the titcdCitf of charit/.^ 
ProfdenCe^ even poifkout Religion^ ought to 
^moaiih e^reiy ont to affift the helpkfs^ and 
jrcliere tbe wi^etrdbdd, that^ wheifi the daj of 
4illref3 (hall cdtne upon him, he may cof>-*^ 
fettentdy lik that ftffi>ikti^e which he h\m(e\ff 
in bis prosperity, never did deny. 

As it has pleafed God to place us in a ftate, 
in which we are furrounded with innumer- 
able temptJitiotii ; §6 it has pleafed him, on 
Inaiiy octolioDs^ to iRifibrd us temporal incite^ 
ixients to Virttie, as a 60UMerbalance to th-e 
♦IkremcntB tof fiftj And t6 fet before us re^ 
trards which teay b^ obtained, and puni(h*» 
mtnts which niay be fuflfer^d, before the 
£nal determination of our future ftate. Ai^ 
Charity is one of ovur ii^tH important duties, 
we are preiTed to its pra61:ice by every priiN 
cipte of fecular, i« well as religious, wifdom ; 
and no man can fuller himfelf to be difl:in- 
gui(hed for hardiiefs of heart, without danger 
of feeling tht confequefK:e of his wickedncftj 
\n hts prefent ftate ; bccaufc pq riian can fe* 

cure 



( Jo8 ) 

cure to himfelf the continuance of nches> or 
of power ; nor can prove, that he ihall not 
himfclf want the affiftance which he now 
deniesy and perhaps be compelled to implore 
it from thofe whofe petition he now rejefts^ 
and whofe raiferies he now infults. Such is 
the inftability of human affairs, and fo fre* 
quently does God affert his government of 
the world, by exalting the low, and deprefs'* 
ing the powerfuU 

If we endeavour to confult higher wifdom 
than our own, with relation to this duty, and 
examine the opinions of the reft of mankind, 
it will be found, that all the nations of the 
earth, hpwever. they may differ with regard 
to every other tenet, yet agree in the cele* 
bration of benevolence, as; the.moft amiable 
difpoiition of the heart, and the foundation 
of all happinefs. We (hall find that in every 
place, men are loved and honoured, in pro- 
portion to the gifts which they have con* 
ferred upon mankind, and that nothing but 
Charity can recommend one (nan to the affec* 
f ion of another. 

But 
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. ' But if we appeal, as is undoubtedly re* 

fonable and juft, from human wifdom to di*. 

vine, and.fearch the Holy Scriptures, to fettle 

our notions of the importance of this duty^ 

we ihall need no further incitements to its 

practice; for every part of that facred volume 

is filled with precepts that dirciS, or examples 

that inculcate it. The praftice of hofpitality 

among the Patriarchs, the confidence of Job, 

amidfl: his afflictions, arifing from* the re« 

membrance of his former Charity. 

The precepts of the Prophets, and the 
conduft of the holy men of all times, con- 
cur to enforce the duty of attending to the 
cries-df mifery, and endeavouring to relieve 
the calamities of life» 

But furely all further proof will be fuper- 
feded, wheft fhe declaration of our bleffed 
Redeemer is remembered, who has conde* 
fcended to inform us that thofe who have 
ihewn mercy fhall find mercy from him, 
that the pradice of Charity will be the great 
teft by which we (hall be judged, and that 
khofe, and thofe only, who have given food 

to 



to ih§ buugi7» ^ni raipMSit to the ntk^6f 
fliall, at the |>nal doom, be numbered by thm 
S(m of Qo4 ao^igft the Blefled of hi« 

F^th^r, 

There can nothing fnore be added to ^o\f 
the neoeffity of the pratfticc of Charity ; foir 
what can fee expedfced to naove himj by whom 
everlafling felicity i# difregarded ; and who 
hears^ without emotion, never-ending mi- 
feries tbteatencd by On^mpotence I It there-^ 
fore now remains that we enquire, 

Secondly, 

How we may pradtife this duty, in a Hi^B'* 
fter pleafing to him who coijam^njied it ; oi 
what difpofition of mind is ;iecej9iry to malff 
our alms acceptable to God. 

Our Saviour, as he has informed tis of the 

neceffity of Charity, has not omitted to teacb 

I* 

113 s like wife how our ads of Charity are tp bp 
performed. And from his own precepts, ai^J 
f hofe of bis Apoftles, may be learned all the 
cautions ircccflary to obviate the deceit of ouP 
own heatt^j and to preserve ugfrom falling ixita 
follies dangerous to our fouls, while we imagine 
•ottWelvcs -advancing in the favour of Goi>. 



We are commanded by Jefus Chrift, whea 
we give our alms, to diveft ourfelves of, 
pride, vain-glory, and defire of applaufe; wc 
^re forbidden to gjve« that we may beieea 
of men, and inftru£led fb to condu^ our 
Cliarity, that it may be known to our Far- 
ther which feeetb in fecrct. By this precept 
it is not to be underftood, that we are for* 
bidden to give alms in publick, or where we 
may be ieen of men ; for our Saviour has alfo 
<ommandedt that our light Jbould fo Jhine he^ 
fcf€ men J that they tm^jee our good works^ an4 
glorify our Father which is in heaven. The 
meaning, therefore, of this text Is not that we 
ihould forbear to give alms in the fight of 
men, but that we ^ouLd not fufFer the pre^ 
ience of men to .a£t as the motive to our 
Charity, nor regard their praife as any ob- 
jefl: to our wiflies ; a precept furely realbn- 
able; for how can that a£t be virtuous, 
which depends not upon our own choice, but 
upon that of others^ and which we Ihoulil 
not have performed, if we had not expe&ad 
that they wx)uld have applauded it I 

. or 



t U2 ] 

Of the fame kind, though fotnewhat diflet^^ 
fcnt in its immediate, and literal acception^ 
isthe ififtrudion contained in the teit, iti 
tvhich we are taught by St. Paul, that every 
man ought to give according to the purpofe of 
his own heart, not grudgingly, ordfneceffity; 
by which it is comritianded, that we (hould^ 
as our Saviour had already taught us, lay afide, 
in the diftributioti of our alms, all regard to 
human authority ; that we fhould give accord- 
ing to the purpofe of our own hearts, with- 
out refpecl to foUeit^tion or influence, that 
we ihould give, becaufe God has commanded^ 
and give cheerfully, as a proof of ready and 
uncompelled obedience ; obedience uncompell- 
cd by any other motive than a due fenfe 6f 
our dependence upon the univerfal Lord, and 
the rcafonablenefs of dbferving the law of Him 
by whom! We were created* 

There are likewife other rules to be obferved 
in the pradice of charity, which may be' 
gathered, at leaft confequentially, from the 
Holy Scriptures ; and which the common pru- 
dence of mankind at the fame time evidently 
prefcribes/ It is neceflary that, in beftowing 
our alms, we fhould endeavouc to promote 
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the fervicfi of God, and the general happlnefs 
of fociety^ and, therefore, we ought not to 
give them, witho\it enquiry into the ends for 
which they are defired ; we ought not to 
fufFer our beneficence to be made inftrumental 
to the encouragement of vice, or the fupport 
of idlenefs ; becaufe what is thus fquandered, 
may be wanted by others, who would ufe 
our klndnefs to better purpofes, and who, 
without our affiftance, would perhaps periflit 

Anotfier j)recept, too often negle6led, 
w^iich yet a generous and elevated mind 
would naturally think highly ueceffary to be 
obferved, is, that alms Ihould be given, in 
iuch a manner as may he moft pleafingto 
the perfon who receives them; that our 
Charity fhould not be accompanied with in- 
fults, nor followed by reproaches ; that we 
fliould, whenever it is poffible, fpare the 
wretched the unneceflary, the mortifying 
pain of recounting their calamities, and re- 
prefenting their diftrefs ; and when we havo 
relived them we (hould never upbraid them 
with our kindnefs, nor recall their affliftions 
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to their minds by cruel and unfeaibnable ad- 
monitions to gratitude or induftry. He only 
confers favours generoufly, who appears, 
when they are once conferred, to remember 
them no more. 

Poverty is in itfelf fufficiently affliftive, 
and to moft minds the pain of wanting 
afliftance is fcarcely balanced by the pleafure 
of receiving it. The end of Charity is to 
mitigate calamities ; and he has little title to 
the reward of mercy, who affli£ts with one 
hand, while he fuccours with the other. 
But this fault, like many others, arifes from 
pride, and from the defire of temporal re- 
wards. Men either forget the common na- 
ture of humanity, and therefore reproach 
others with thofe misfortunes, to which they 
are themfelves equally fubjeft; or they cx- 
pefl: from the gratitude, or applaufe, of thofc 
whom they benefit, that reward which they 
are commanded to hope only from their Fa- 
ther which is in heaven. 



Such are the rules of Charity, and fuch 
the cautions required, to make our alms 

4 plcafing 
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J)leafiDg to him, In whofe name they ought 
to be given; and that they may be now 
given not grudgingly^ or of necejjttyy but With 
that cheerfuhiefs, which the Apoftle recom- 
mends as neceflary to draw down the love of 
God upon thofe by whom they are bellowed j 
let us confider^ 

Thirdly, The reafonablenefs 9/ laying hold 
on the jprefent opportunity for the exercife of 
our Charity* 

« 
It 18 Juft that we (hould confider every op* 

portunity of performing a good adlion, as the - 
gift of God, one of the chief gifts which 
God beftows upon man, in his prefent ftate, 
and endeavour to improve the blefling, that 
it may not be withdrawn from us, as a talent 
unemployed; for it is not certain, that he, 
who neglefts this call to his duty, will be 
permitted to live, till he hears another. It 
is likewife reafbnable to feize this oppor- 
tunity, becaufe perhaps none can be afforded 
of more uleful or beneficial Charity, none in 
which all the various purpofes of Charity are 
more compendioufly united, 

I 2 It 
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It cannot be faid, that, by this Charity, 
idlenefs is encouraged; for thofe who are to 
be benefited by it are at prefent incapable of 
labour, but hereafter defigned for it. *Not 
can it be faid, that vice is. countenanced by 
it, for many of them canilot yet be vicious. 
Thofe who now give, cannot beftow their 
alms for the pleafure of hearing their Charity 
acknowledged, for they who fliall receive it 
will not know their benefaftors. 

The immediate efFeft of alms given on 
this occafion, is not only food to the hungry, 
and cloaths to the naked, and an habitation 
to the deftitute, but what is of more fajling 
advantage, inJlruSiion to the ignorant. 

He that fupports an infant, enables him to 
live here I but he that educates him, affifts 
him in his paflage to an happier ftate; and 
prevents that wicked nefs, which is, if not 
the necejfary^ yet the frequent confequence 6i 
unenlightened infancy and vagrant poverty* 

Nor 
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Nor docs this Gharity terminate in the 
perfons upon whom it is conferred, but cx« 
tends its influence through the whole ftate, 
which has very frequently experienced, how 
much is to be dreaded from men, bred up 
without principles, and without employment. 
He who begs in. the ftreet in his infancy^ 
learns only how to rob there in his manhood\ 
^nd it is certainly very apparent, with how 
much lefs d^fiicult^ evi}s are prevented^ thaa 
remedied. 

But though we fliould fuppofe, what reafon 
and experience fufficientlydifprove, that pover* 
t^ and ignorance were calamities to thofeonly 
on whom they fi^U, yet furely the fenfe of their 
inifery might be fufficient to awaken us to 
compaffion. For who can bear the cries 
of a naked infant, without remembering that 
he was himlelf once equally naked, equally 
helplefs ? Who cjjn fee the diforders of the 
ignorant, without remembering that he was 
t^orn as ignorant as they \ And who can for-? 
|)ear |;q refle^i that he Qugh( (Q beftow oa 
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Others thofe benefits which he received him« 
felf ? Whoy that ihall fee piety and wifdom 
promoted by his beneficence, can wifli, that 
what he gave for fuch ufes, had been em- 
ployed in any other manner ? As the Apoftlq 
exhorts to hofpitality, by obferving that fome 
have entertained Angels unawares, let us ani* 
mate ourfelves to this Charity, by the hopps 
of educating Saints^ Let us endeavour to re- 
claim vicQ, and to improve innocence to holi- 
nefs ; and remember that the day is not far 
diflant, in which our Saviour has promifed to 
confider our gift to thefe little ones as given 
tohimfelf; and that they who have turned 
many to righteoufnefs Jhall Jhine forth as /^f 
Jun^ for ever and evtr^ 
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SERMON VII. 



z Peter III. 3. 

Knowing tbisjirft^ that there Jhall come in the 
loft days Scoffers^ walking after their own 
Ms. 



A Very little acquaintance with human na- 
ture will infprm us, that there are few 
men who can patiently bear the in^putation 
cf being in the wrong ; and that there is no 
aftion^ how unreafonable or wicked foever it 
be, which thofe, who arc guilty of it, will not 
attempt to vindicate, though perhaps by fuch 
a defence as aggravates the crime. 

I 4 It 



It is indeed common for men to conceal 
their faults, and gratify their paflions in fe- 
cret, and efpecially, when they are firft inifi* 
ated in vice, to make ufe rather of artifice and 
diflimulation, than audacioufiiefs and tiFron- 
tery. But the arts of hypocrify are, in time^ 
cxhaufted, and ron:ie unhappy circum(lance 
defeats thofe meafure^ which they had lai4 
for preventing a difcovery. They are at length 
fufpeded, and by that curiofity which fufpi- 
cion always excites, clofely purfued, and 
openly deteded. It is then top late to think 
of deceiving mankind by falfe appearances, 
Dor does any thing remain, but to avow boldly 
what can be no longer denied. Impudence is 
called in to the alliflance of immorality; and 
the cenfures, which cannot be efcaped, muft 
be openly defied. Wickednefs is in itfelf tir 
morous, and naturally ikulks in coverts and 
in darknefs, but grows furious by defpair* 
and, when it can fly no farther, turns upon 
the purfucr. 

Such 
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gach is the ftate of a man abandoned to the 
indulgence of vicious inclinations. He jufti-* 
fics one crime by another ; invents wicked 
principles to fupport wicked pradices; eiv» 
4eavours rather to corrupt others, than own 
himfelf corrupted, and to avoid that ibama 
which a confeflion of bis crimes would bring 
upon bim, calls m/^W, and good evil^ puts 
fkrknefsfor light j and light for darknefs. Ho 
endeavours to trample upon thofe laws which 
he is known not to obferve, to feoff at thofe 
UtxthS| which, if admitted, have an evident 
tendency to convifl: his whole behaviour of 
folly and abfurdity, and from having long 
neglected to obey God, rifes at length into 
rebellion againft him, ' 

That no man ever became abandoned at 
once, is an old and common obiervation^ 
which^ like other affertions founded on ex« 
periencQ, receives new confirmation byleqgth 
of time. A man ventures upon.wickednefs, 
^s upon waters with which he is unacquainted. 

He 
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He looks upon them with horrour, and (hud^ 
ders at the thought of quitting the (hore, and 
committing his life to the inconftancy of the 
weather ; but, by degrees, the fcene grows 
familiar, his averfion abates, and is fucceeded 
by curiofity. He launches out with fear and 
caution, always anxious and apprehenfive, left 
his veflel (hould be dafhed againft a rock, 
fucked-in by a quick-fand, or hurried by the 
currents beyond fight of fliore. But his fears 
are daily lefleniilg, and the deep becomes lefs 
formidable. In time he lofes all fenfe of dan-* 
ger, ventures out with full fecurity,' and roves 
without inclination to return ; 'till he isdri- 
ven into the boundlefs ocean, tofTed about 
by the tempefls, and at lafl: fwallowed by the 
waves. 

Moil men have, or opce had, an eftee^i 
and reverence for virtue, and a contempt and 
abhorrence of vice ; of which, whether they 
were imprefled by nature, implanted by edu- 
cation, or deduced and fettled by reafon, it 
is at prefent of very little importance to en- 
quire, Such thefe notions are, however they 

were 
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were originally received, as reafon cannot 
but adopt and (Irengthen, and every man will 
freely confefs that reafon ought to be the rule 
of his conduct. Whoever therefore recedes, 
in his pradice, from rules of which he allows 
the obligation, and fufFers his paflions to pre- 
vail over his opinions, feels at firft a fccret 
reluftance, is confcious of fome fort of vio- 
lence done to his intelleftual powers; and 
though he will not deny himfelf that pleafure 
which is prefent before him, or that (ingle 
gratification of his paflions, he determines, or 
thinks he determines, that he will yield to no 
future temptation, that he will hereafter re- 
je£l all the follicitation of his appetites, and 
}ive in fuch a manner as he fliould applaud in 
others, and as his own confcience (hould ap- 
prove in himfelf. 

Perhaps every man may recollefl:, that this 
\vas the temper of his mind, when he firft 
permitted himfelf to deviate from the known 
paths of his duty, and that he never forfook 
them, in the early part of his life, without a 
l^efign to return to them, and perfevere in 

^them ; 
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them J and that, when he wit tempted ano^ 
thef tinne, he complied, always with a tacit 
intention to add but this one more ro his^ oU 
fences, and to fpend the reft of his Kfb in pe- 
nitence and obedience. Perhaps thefe are 
very naany among the moft profligate, who 
frequently ftill their confciences,^nd animate 
their hopes, with views of a reformation to 
be fincerely entered upon in fome diftant pe-^ 
riod of their lives, who propofe to dedicate, at 
leaft, their laft years to piety, and at fomc 
moments give way to wifl^es, that they may 
fome time tafte the fatisfadlion of a good life, 
and Me the death of the righteous^ 

But thefe, however given up to their de- 
fires and paffions, however ignorant of their 
own weaknefs, and prefumptuoufly confiden* 
of their natural powers, have not yet arrived 
^t the fummit of impiety, 'rill they have 
learned, not only to neglefl:, but to infult, re«9 
ligion, not only to be vicious, but to fcoiFat 
virtue. 
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This feems to be the laft effeft of a long 
continued habit of fin, the ftr&ngeft evidence 
of a Oiind corrupted alradft beyond hope of a 
recovery, Wickednefs in this ftiate feems to 
"have extended its power from the paffions to 
the uaderftanding. Not only the dcfire of 
doing well is extinguiflied^ but the difcern- 
ment of good and evil obliterated ?hd deftroyed. 
Such is the infatuation produced by a long 
courfe of obflinate guilt* 

Not only our fpeculations influence our 
practice, but our pradice reciprocally influ- 
ences our fpeculations* We not only do what 
we approve, but there is danger left in time 
we come .to approve what we do, though for 
no other reafon but that we do it. A man is 
always defirous of being at peace with him- 
felf ; and when he cannot reconcile bis paflions 
to his con(cience, he will attempt to reconcile 
his confcience to his paflions ; he will End 
reafon for doing what he is refolved to do^ 
and, rather than. not walk after his own Itj/iSf 
wiU fcofFat religion* 

i "Thefe 
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Thefe Scoffers may be divided into two diA 
tindi ch&Sf to be addreiied in a very different 
sinanner# Thofe vi^hom a conftant profecution 
of their lulls has deluded into a real difbelief 
of religion, or diverted from a ferious exami- 
nation of it ; and thofe who are convinced of 
the truth of revelation, but affed to contemn 
and ridicule it from motives of intereft or va- 
nity. 

I (hall endeavour therefore to evince, 

» 
Firft, The folly of fcofBng at religion in 
thofe who doubt the truth of it. And, 

/ 
Secondly, The wickednefs of this prafticc 

in thofe who believe it. 

Firft, I fhall endeavour to evince the folly 
of fcoffing at religion in thofe who doubt the 
truth of it. 

Thofe who in reality difbelieve, or doubt 
of, religion, however negligent they may be 

in 
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in their enquiries after truth, generally pro- 
fefs the higheft reverence for it, the fincereft 
defire to difcover it, and the ftrongeft refblu- 
^tions to adhere to it. They will frequently 
affert, and with good reafon, that every man 
is valuable in proportion to his love of truth ; 
that man enjoys the power of reafon for thb 
great end, that he may diftinguifh truth from 
falfehood ; that not to fearch for it is the mod 
criminal lazinefs, and not to declare it, in op-^ 
pofition to the frowns of power, or the preju- 
dices of ignorance, the moft defpicablc cow- 
ardice. 

^ When they declaim on this darling fubjed, 
they feldom fail to take the opportunity of 
throwing out keen invedlives againft bigotiy ; 
bigotry, that voluntary blindnefs, thatflaviih 
fubmiflion to the notions of others, which 
fliackles the powers of the foul, and retards 
the progrefs of reafon ; that cloud which in- 
tercepts our viewsi and throws a (hade over 
the light of truth* 

Such 
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Spch IS the difcourfe of.thefe rtiett * ftd4 
tirho, that hears it, would not expe£t frpm them 
the moft difinterefted impartiality^ the mofi 
.Vnweawd affiduity, and the pioft. candid and 
Jbher attentipn to ,any thing proppfed as an 
.5irgument upon a fulyeft worthy of thclt 
ihidy ? Who, would not imagine that they 
rroade it the grand bufinefs of their lives to 
carry the art of reafoning to its grcateft 
^ height, to enlighten the underftanding of thd 
ignorant by plain inftrudions enforced with 
folid arguments, and to eftablifti every impot-* 
tant truth upon the moft certain and un« 
■dOiaken principles ? 

There feems to be nothing more Jncopfii*- 
tent with fo philofophical a character than 
carelefs vivacity and airy levity. The talepts 
which qualify a man for a difputant and a 
.buffoon feem very different ; and an unpreju- 
diced perfbn would be inclined to form cop^ 
trary ideas of an argument and a jeft. 

Study 
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Study has been hitherto thought heceffary 
to knowledge, and ftudy cannot well be luc* 
cefsfuUy .profecuted without foHtude and lei- 
fure. It might therefore be conceived that 
this exalted fe£l is above the low cmploy- 
jnents. and empty amufements of vulgar 
jninds; that they avoid every thing w^hich 
may uiterrupt their meditations, or perplex 
their ideas; and that, therefore, whoever ftands 
in need of their inftruftions muft feek them 
in privacies afid retirements, in deferts or in 
cells. 

But thefe men have difcovered, it {ecms, a 
more compendious way to knowledge. They 
decide the xxiof): momentous queflions amidft 
the jollity of feafts, and the excefles of riot. 
They have found that an adverfary is more 
eafily fileiiced than confuted. They infult, 
inftead of vanquifliing, their antagonifts, and 
decline the battle to haften to the triumph. 

It is an eftablifhed maxim among them, 

that he who ridicules an opinion confutes it. 

Vol. 11. K For 



For this rcafon they make no fcruple of vIo» 
lating every rule of decency, and treating 
with the utmoft contempt whatever is ac- 
counted venerable or facred. 

For this condud they admire themfelves, 
and go on applauding their own abilities, ce- 
lebrating the victories they gain over their 
grave opponents, and loudly boafting their 
fuperiority to the advocates for Religion^ 

As humility is a very neceffary qualifica- 
tion for an examiner into Religion, it may 
not be improper to deprefs the arrogance of 
thefe haughty champions, by fliewing with 
how little juftice they lay claim to victory, 
and how much lefs they deferve to be ap- 
plauded than defpifed. 

There are two circumftauces which, either 
fingle or united, make any attainments efti- 
mable among men. The firft is the ufefui- 
iiefs of it to (bciety. The other is the capa- 
city or application neceffary for acquiring it, 

u 



If we confider this arf of fcoffing with rct 
^ard to either of thefe, we (hall not find great 
reafon to envy qr gdmire it. It requires np 
jjepth of Ifnowledge, or intenfenefs of thought. 
Contracted notions, and fuperficial views, are 
fufficient for a man who is ambitious only of 
being the authpr of a jpft. 'Tht^t man may 
laugh who cannot reafon ; an<} he, that can? 
jiot comprehend a demonflration, may turi^ 
Jthe term? to ridicuje^ 

This method of eontroverfy is Indeed the 
general refuge of thofe whofe idjenefs or in- 
tcapaeity difabje them from prodijcing any 
^hing fol)d pr (Convincing. They, who are 
/certaiiji of being confuted and expofed in a 
^ober difpute, imagine that by returning fcur- 
jrility for reafon^ land by laughing rnoft loiidr 
Jy, when th^ey have leaft tp fay, they ^all 
/belter their ignorance from dete^tioq, and 
fupply w.itl> jmppdeijcp wbajt they want Jij 
JspoAvledge^ 

% 9 Mof 
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Nor will the pofleffors of this boafted talent 
of ridicule appear more to defervc refpeCt oa 
account of their ufefiilhefs to mankind, Tbefe 
gay fallies of imagination, when confined to 
proper fubjedils, and reftrained within 't*he 
bounds of 'decency, iare of ho farther ufe to 
mankind than to divert, aiid can have ha 
higher place in our efteem than any othbr art 
that terminates in mere amiifemeht. 

But when men treat ferious matters ludi* 
croufly, when they fliudy, notfor triith, but 
for a jeft, when they unite the moft awful 
and moft trifling ideas, only to tickle the 
imagination with the furprize of 'faovelty^ 
they no longer hiave the poor merit of divert- 
ing ; they raife always either horrour or con-^ 
tempt, and hazard their higheft in tereft, With- 
out even the low recompence of pirefentap 
platife. 

That they hazard their higheft inteVeft 

„ can hardly be denied, when they determine^ 

without the moft fcrupulous examination, 

thofe 
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tbofe queillons which relate to a future {late; 

and none certainly are lefs likely to difcufs 

thefe queftions with the care which they re-* 

quire, than thofe who accuftom themfelvcs to 
* ' '.- • -•. ''„•'•♦ 

continual levity. 

The mind, long vitiated with trifles, and 
entertained with wild arid unnatural combi- 
nations of ideas, becomes in a Ihort tin^e un* 
able to fupport the fatigue of reafbnirig ; it is 
difgufted with a long Yucceffion of Tolemn 
ioiages, and retires from ferious meditation, 
and'tirelbme labour, tq gajer fancies, and lefs 
difficult employments. " 

Befides, he that has praftifed the art of 
lilencing. others with a jeYl:, in time learns to 
fatisfy himfelf in the fame manner. It be- 
comes unneceffary to the tranquillity of his 
own mind to confute an objeftibh ; it is fuf* 

ficient for him if he can ridicule it. 

♦ • » • f ► \ - . , . 

Thus he foon grows indifferent to truth or 
falfehood, and almoft incapable of difcerning 
one from the other. He confiders eternity it- 

K3 . /felf 
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felf as a fubjeft for mirth^ and is equally lii' 
dicrous upon all occafionst 

What delufiori, wriat bigotry^ is equal td 
this ! Mfeii neglc<9E to fearch after eternal 
nappinefs for fear of being interrupted in their 
tnirth. If others have been mifled, they hare 

■ 

been mifled by their reverence for great au* 
thorities, or by ftrong prejudices of education* 
Such errours may be e^ctenuated, and perhaps 
excufed. They have at leaft fomething plau- 
iible to plead, and their aflertors zdi with 
fome ihow of reafoh. But wh^t can the 
Itiofl: extenfive charity alledge in favour of 
thofe men who^ if they perifli everlaftingly^ 
perifli by their attachnient %o j^ierrwent^ and 
their tonfidenee in a jeft ? 

It is adonifhing that any rpan can forbear 
fenquirihg feripufly, whether there is a Gop ; 
tvhether God is juft ; whethei; this life is the 
(&nly ftate of exifteqee ; whether Goo has ap- 
pointed rewards and pilnilhrncnts iti a future 
Klate ; whether he has given any laws for |the 
t'ejgulation pi pur cop^uft here \ whether hd 
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Has given them by revelation ; and whether' 
the religion publickly taught carries an/ 
mark of divine appointment. Thefe are quef- 
tions which every reafonable Being ought un« 
doubtedly to confider with an attention fui« 
table to their icnportance ; and he, whom the 
confideration of eteiTnal happinefs or mifery 
cannot awaken from his pleating dreams^ 
cannot prevail upon to fufpend his mirths 
furely ought not to defpife others for duloefs 
aud ftupidity* 

Let it be remembered, that the nature of 
things is not alterable by our conduit. We 
frannot make truth ; it is our bufinefs only to 
find it* No propofition can become more or 
lefs certain or important, by being confidered 
or negleded. It is to no purpofe to wifli, or 
to fuppofe, that to be falfe, which is in itfeif 
true , and therefore to acquiefce in our own 
wiihes and fuppofitions, when the matter is 
of eternal confequence, to believe obftinately 
without grounds of bplief, and to determine 
without examination, is the laft degree of 
fyUy aiid abfurdity. It i$ not impoflible that 

K 4 he 
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he who a£l8 in this manner may obtain the 
approbation of njadmen like bioifelf, but he 

w m 

ivill incur the eontempt of every ^ife man ; 
zvidj what U more to be feared, amidft his fe- 
curity and fupineneiii, his Tallies and his 
flights, He that Jittteth In the heavens Jhall 
hugh him to /corn j the Lordjhall have him in 
derijion. 

Thus have I endeavoured to give a faint idea 
of the folly of thofe who fcoft at Religion^ 
becaufe they difbelieve, and, by fcoffing, har- 
den themfelves in their disbelief But I (l^all 
be yet more unable to defcribe, in a proper 
manner, what I am to mention in the fecond 
place. 

The wickednefs of thofe that believe Re- 
ligion, and yet deride it fron^i motives pf in- 
tereft or vanity. 

This is a degree of guilt againft which it 
might feem, at the firft view, fuperfluous to 
preach, becaufe it might be thought impoflt- 
ble that it (hould ever be committed ; as, in 

ancient 
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aocient ftate, no pimilhment was decreed for 
the murderer of bis father, becaufe it was 
imagined to be a crime not incident to human 
nature. But experience taught tbeisn, and 
teaches us, that wickednefs may fwell beyond 
imagination^ and that there are no limits to the 
madnefs of impiety. 

For a man to revile and infult that Qod 
whofe power he allows^ to ridicule that reve^ 
lation of which he believes the authority di- 
vine, to dare the vengeance of omnipotence, 
and cry, am not linfp^rt / is an infatuation in- 
credible, a degree of madnefs without a name. 
Yet there are men who, by walking after 
their own lufts, and indulging their pafiions, 
have reached this flupendous height of wick- 
ednefs. They have dared to teach falfehoods 
which they do not themfelves believe, and 
to extinguifli in others that convidtiou which 
they cannot fupprefs in them(elvei$. 

The motive of their proceeding is fbmer 
times a defire of promoting their own plea*- 
fures, by procuring accomplices in vice. Ma» 
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is fo far formed for fociety, that even (blitary 
wickednefs quickly difgufts ; and debauchery 
requires its combinations and confederacies^ 
which, as intemperance diminifhes their num* 
bcrs, muft be filled up with new Profelytes* 

Let thofe who praAife this dreadful method 
of depraving the morals, and enfnaring the 
foul| confider what they are engaged in ! Let 
them confider what they are promoting, and 
what means they are employing! Let them 
paufe, and relledt a little, before they do an 
injury that can never be repaired^ before they 
take away what cannot be reftored ; before 
they corrupt the heart of their companion by 
pervertiug his opinions, before they lead him 
into fin, and by deftroying his reverence for 
religioni take away every motive to repen* 
tance, and all the means of reformation ! 

*rhis is a degree of guilty . before which 
robbery, perjury, and murder, vani(h into nck 
thing. No miichief, of which the confe* 
quences terminate in our prelent ftate, bears 
jiny proportion Jo {he crime of decpying our 

brother 
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brother into the broad way of eternal mifcry, 
and {lopping hid ears again ft thai! holy voice 
that recalls hitn to falvation* 

What miift be the anguifli of fuch a rtian, 
tvhcii he bec6nics fenfible of hls own crimes! 
How will he bear the thought of having pro* 
inoted the damnation 6f multitudes by the 
J)ropagation of known delufiotis ! What laft«*- 
5ng contrition, what fevere repertt^uce, mutt 
be neceflary for fuch deep atid fuch aceuiiiu- 
lated guile 1 Surely if blood he required for 
blood, a foul (hall be required for a iouh 

i 

There are bth^rs who 4^erlde religion for the 
fake of difplaying their owii imaginations, of 
following the fafliioh of a corrupt and liceil- 
tious age, or gaining the friendlhip of thfe 
^reat, or the iapplaufe Of the gay. How meati 
jnuft that wretch be \Xrho can be overcome by 
fuch temptations as thefe ! Y^t ther^e arc mtn 
who fell that foul which God has formed for 
Infinite felicity, defeat the great work of their 
Redemptions and plunge into thofe pait^S which 
ihall never end, left they jEhould lofe the pa*- 
tronage of villains^ and the praife of fools. 

1 fup^ 
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I fupiwfc Kbofc, whom I m npW ^eajdq^ 
of, to be in thcmfekcsi (ij%ififttty cionyinpe4 
of the truth of the Scriptures, and may there- 
fore^ v^ry ^»perly,^laybef9jejh?m thj5 th^^^ 
W»$Sr denQunQ?4 t>y Qqi a^amft their cpndua, 

Jt may |p9 ufeful to them to refleA betimes 
op the 4apger oifiaring^ man rather tk^n God ; 
tQ cpn0der tb^t it fball ^yail a man pothing, 
if h? gain the whole, nvorld^ and loje bis owif 
Joui\ and tha^ vthot^tr Jh a U he ajlfamed of his 
Saviour bejfove men^ of him w;7/ his Saviour be 
ajbamedj before his Father which is in heaven. 

• 

That npii^ of us may he in the pymber qf 
thofe Mwbappy perfons \<?ho thus feoff at the 
means of grace, and relinquifh the hope of 
glory, may God, of his infinite mercy^ grant, 
through the merits of that Saviour who^hath 
brought life and iraiportality to light ! 
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SERMON VIII. 
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Psalm CXLV. 9. 

O TAe Lor J is good to all^ and bis tender mercies 

are over all bis works. 

IN this devout, mafterly, and ufbftrl per- 
formance, the Authour appears deeply 
-fcrifible of the divine greatnefs, and pecu* 
-liarly tranfported with contemplating God's 
infinite goodflfefs ; even to that degree, that 
he chearfully engages in, and abfolutely de- 
• Votes himfelf to, the very important fervice of 
adoring and obeying this Alnaighty, Unbound* 
ed, and moft Benevolent Being/ 

This 



( Hi ) 
This hts religion, as he intimates, was 
founded upon the moil folid ground of reafon | 
for as the great Father and Lord of all is cer- 
tainly matchlefs, and unrivalled in majei):/ 
and in power, fo is he difinterefted, wonder- 
ful, and glorious in bounty and companion ; 
ayerfe and flow to anger, but ready to receive, 
to favour and reward, all who diligently feek^ 
and faithfully ferve him* The Lord is ^ood ta 
ally and bh tender mercies are over all his worh. 

In diicourfing Qp (his fubje£t, I ihall con? 
fidcr, 

Firft, Spnqte arguroents |ha|; fupport, or 
prove ii. 

Seqgjtndly, Illufirate its exteufive fignifica- 
tion and import in fome remarkable inflan**' 
jp,e$, ^n4 conclude with a practical application* 

l^irft, I am to coiiifider foiji§ ^rgujuentj 
tbgr ^(l^blifli this fentincfent, 

■ 

Our 
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, Our great Lord and Matter has taught u^ 
that there is none good but one, that is God. 
By which expreffion we may underftand, that 
there is none fo perfedly dlfintereftcd, fo 
diffufively, and fo aftoni(hingly good as God 
is. For, in another place, he inftrufts us both 
how to comprehend, and rely on, this un- 
.changeable and never-failing attribute of the 
4ivine nature ? refembling it to, or reprefent- 
ing it by^ an human quality oryirt*je, i)am^^ 
ly, the affedlion and tender regard of pareiit^ 
to their children. If ye then^ being e^ily know 
how to give good gifts unto your children^ how 
much more Jhall your Father^ which is in Hecu^ 
ven^ give good things to them that 4/I& him? 
From whence it is obvious to remark, that as 
the humane and generous man has a pecu« , 
liar tendernefs for his mor^ immediate de- 
scendants, a^id, proportionally to his power 
*4id influence, is willing and aftive to fuc- 
^our and relieve the indigent, tp divide care, 
leflen mifery, and difFufe happinefs through 
tthe worW ; inconceivably more affe^llionate 
;$ th^e ^eternal parent utito, and regardful of. 
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all his intelligent creatures, truly difpofed, 
according to their ratik of exiftence, to pro- 
f»ote their welfare ; and beyond comprehefi* 
(ion inclined to co»du<St: them, thrau^h the 
greateft variety of circunaftances, to the ik)- 
bleft perfedion, and the higheft degree of &• 
licity* In his tighteous and benevolent na* 
ture there cannot poflibly be the nK>fl: diftant 
tendency to caprice, feverity, or felfi(hnefs ; 
for the multitude of (harers, he knows, cml 
never fubtraft from his inexhauftible fulnefe. 
He created to communicate. In every evil 
which he prevents, he is pleafed, and in all 
the good that he beflows, he glories. His 
goodnefs dilated the befiowing of exiftence^ 
in all its forms, and with all its properties. 
His goodnefs difplays itfelf in fuftaining and 
difpofing of all things. His goodnefs cpii- 
ncifts unnumbered worlds together, in one 
fpacious, vafl) An4 unbounded univerfe, aad 
embraces every fyftem. His tender mercies 
are over all bis works. 

Without goodnefs, what apprehenfions 
could we entertain of all the other attributes 

of 
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bf the t>ivirie Being ? Without the utnioit 
fcxtent of benevolenfee and mercy, they would 
hardly bfe perfedidns, or cxcellfencies. And 
tvhskt tvbuld aii uhiverfal adminiflration pro- 
duce, in the hands of an evil, or a partial, or 
malevolent diredion, blitfcenesof horfour ahd 
devaftation? - Not affliftioh and punifliment 
for the fake of difcipline and carreftion, to 
prevent the offence, br reform thfe fihner ; but 
heavy judgements and dreadful vengeance, to 
deftroy him; or implatable wrath and fi«ry 
indignation, to prolong his mifery, and extend 
the dutatipn of his torture through the re* 
Volving jJerlods 6f ati endleft eternity; 

Without the liioft enlarged notions of aii 
infinite and everlafting goodnefs in the diving 
faatutcj in impenetrable giboin miift hang 
Over 'every mind, and darknefs oVer-fpread 
the whole face of being. Neither could any 
other conceivable fentinient difperfe our fuf- 
picioriS, or baniffi ohefof our guilty, orfuper* 
ftitious fears. For fuppofe he confined H^s 
goodnefs to i few, without any reafonable 
caufc or juft ground, and we could be fo 

Vol. 1L h wbiiii- 



[ 146 ] 

ivhimiically partial to ourfelvcst as tp ccmc^ic 
that we w^re of this feled Q«mber ) ye| tber^ 
coiild be no fecurity of happlnefs^ ^p; even 
to th;$ little flock, lie that cbofe them by 
cbancei xti\gbK as accidentally abaf^^oq them; 
lind, as the former was without tp^fiva Qr 
goodnef$9 the latter might \» without rigb^ 
teoufneft or roercy. Therefor^ it is ui&aitdj 
deiirable tp think, and we are confident of the 
truth of our idea^ that tbe Lord is gQCt4 tQ ^h 
4fnd bis Uri^r mrcies are QV^r nfl bis ^orAf^ 

For if he be felf-exiftent, omnipoteuCy and 
poflefTed of perfefi: liberty ; if it be impofSble 
for him ever to err, or miflake, in what is 
good aqd fitting, and if he enjoys an infinite 
ability; to efFeft, with a thought only, wbat 
fliall always be for the greateft advantage, he 
muft be originally and eiTentially, immutably 
and for ever good* 

H<;4y Scripture, as if beauty and goodnefs 

were lynonymcus terms, or infeparable qua^* 

Ittics, thus defcribes him ; How great is thy 

goodnefs I And let the beauty of the Lord our 

6 God 
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^od he upon us. And as If glory an^ goouneil 
fignified the fame thing, you find Exod.xkxiii; 
iR, 19. And he faid^ t befeech tbee^ jbiw 
me iby glory. To which the anfwer is, I will 
make all my gbodnefs pafi before ibeei And 
Ivheti, as it is written in tne nekt chapter, the 
Lord defc^ndedy dhd prodainjed his name^ or 
publifhcd the attributes in which he is pecu- 
liarly delighted^ what is this diftinguifliing 
tiame, 6r what thefe divine ind gldribus at- 
tributes ? The Lord, the Lord Gbd^ tnerciful 
and gracious y long-fuffering^ and abundant U 
goodnifs and truths keeping mercy for ihotifandsi 
forgiving iniquity J iranfgrejjion arid Jin. The 
Apoftle fumS up all thefe in dne word, wheii 
he faith, God is tolie. Which leads me td 
the fecdnd ihing propofed^ 

Namelj^i to illtiftfaie th'e e^tenfive fi^tnfi- 
Caticin and impoft of thi^ fubjea. by fo'me rft- 
inatkable inftanccg; Tbt L'or-d is good tb alt; 
and bis tender mercies are over till Bis ibdrki. 

No bounds can bre fixed to the divide prd- 
fence^ noir is any part of illimitable (pace witK- 

h 2 iiiii 
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out his mfpeflioni and adive influence. There 
is nothing remote, or obfcure to him, nor 
any exceptions to his favour among all the 
works of his hands. Far and wide then as is 
the vaft range of exiftence, fo is the divine be- 
tievolence extended ; and both in the previ* 
Ous trial, and final retribution, of all his rati- 
onal and moral produ£lions, .^ he Lord is good 
to all^ and bis tender mercies are over all bis 
"works. 

In the firft place, to illuArate this, we need 
only to take a tranfient view of the outworks 
of the vifible creation, a general furvey of the 
nature and correTpondence of the various parts 
of this regular and grand machine, this fini- 
ihed and ftupendous fabrick, in which every 
thing is contrived and concluded for the bed. 

For do but imagine an appetite, or faculty 
altered ; or a change in the obje<3: prepared to 
gratify it, in any refpeft. Suppofe a material 
alteration, or confiderable difference in nature, 
and we (hall eafily perceive, it would be a 
manifold difadvantage, either to individuals, 

or 
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or to the whole. Suppofe the earth otherwife 
than it is, or the atmofphere and furrounding 
air to be varied y and in any degree more ra- 
refied or more condenfed ; fuppofe the ele- 
ment of water greatly increafed, or confider- 
ably diminifhed ; or the Sun's blazing orb 
fixed nearer, and its vertical beams therefore 
ftronger, or fuppofe it more remote, and its 
heat fenfibly abated, the alteration would be 
a misfortune, if the difference did not t^rmi* 
nate in milery and deftruftion. So that from 
theprefent adjuflment, proportion, and accom^ 
modation of all matters in the wide creation, 
the confequence is fairly drawn, and very evi- 
dent, that God is good to alU (^nd his tender 
mercies are over all his works* 

This is certain of the whole of God's works, 
and is peculiarly apparent in marij the princi- 
pal inhabitant of this earth. For, a$ his wel- 
fare, dignity and fatisfaftion, nay his happi- 
nefs, and even the end of bis being, depend 
on, and arife from, his regularity and conftan- 
cy in virtue, what an infinite concern hath 
the Deity exprefled about it? _ What, that can 

L 3 con.- 
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poufiil with liberty, h^tl) b^n 0Enitr«4 by 
Supreme wifdom^ \n this mp(l iipporfant nf^ 
fair? To indii^e him fo ba moderate in ^l 
his gr^ttificatiqas, tfue. ple?^fwre proceeds hov^ 
nothing elfe. To keep off ^ntamper^te it^^ul-' 
gence, and to gward hip againft atl volgptuh 
pus excefleg, it is fe ordai^e^, th^X extrava- 
gances and it>CQnv^i6nc€ ^re Dear tGgether, 
and that v'lQp and piii^ are, though. x^o% im-* 
tnediat€ and iafepar^ble aflociates, never i^r 
afunder ; ai^d th^t it is impoilible for that foul 
^o be calm, and at eafe^ which iniquity has^ 
i!ained;p and which icrxpenife^t guilt corrodes^ 

The parts of man's body are wonderfnUjp 
^cfigti^d, apd curioufly cpnftr^ded; regular^ 
ly difpofed of, and moft accurately proper ti- 
pned Ipr the fafety and advantage pf the whole. 
As apt as we inay be to q^u%rrel with pur na« 
ture, fuppofe an indin^t was flruck out of our 
frame, or a iingle |>ai!ipn ta^en from us ; fup*. 
pofe oyr fen&a any w^ys altered, by being ei> 
^hcr ftrengthened„ or impaired ; or even rea^ 
^on refined and abftra^ed to fuch a degree z% 
^05 gender; ns wholly negligent of food and rai* 
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mtntj hcceflary excrfcifes, and fecularconfcerns; 
ki any of thefe inftaiiceS, the imaginary 
emendation worolci be a real deficiency, and a 
proportionable dfedudlion from the moment 
and qusintity of our happinefs^ 

It Is evidently the fame with refpeft to all 
the other creatures we are acquainted with* 
Their nature and condition, their qualities 
dnd circumftances, are fo adapted to one ano- 
ther, that, as the intellectual powers of a 
being of a more exalted nature would not pro- 
bably fuit an inhabitant of this lower world, 
fo, neither would the capacities of human na- 
ture guide the fowls of the air, or conduct the 
belstfls of the field, tb (c much happinefs, as 
they find, by following the motions apd im- 
pulfes of fenfe and inftifiil. And if refleflion, 
enlarged ideas, and moral difcrimination, be 
denied th^m, it is plainly becaufe they would 
be a burthen and a misfortune, rather than ^ 
benefit to them* 

But thefe univeffal notices, and undeniable 
teftimonies of divine goodnefs, throughout 

L ^ the 
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(he animated regions of eartb» Tea, and air^ 
in the propriety apdi fuit^bknefs of preaturesi 
to their ftate, and objects to their appetites, 
are too evident and obvious to all men to need 
cnlargepient. God*s works ^re all woqderfql ; 
and in wifdom, and with goodnefs, hath he 

roade them. 

« 

Secondly, This attribute is likewife illuf- 
trioufly difplayed in the divine providence and 
government of the creatio^, though our fa- 
culties are too limited and fcanty, and our 
* views too narrow and imperfedt, to trape it? 
fecret and myfterioqs ways» 

An omnipotent fyppqrt, and a perfectly 
wife diredion, are evident in the laws eflabr 
liflied, and regiilarly obfervcd through all the 
divine produdions in heaven above, or on the 
parth beneath. Neither hiave the moft cele-r 
bratecf Phijofophers beeq able, with all their 
boafted fag^city, and after all their laborious 
refearches \ntQ the volunie of nature, to afligu 
any other caufe, but an invifible agency, and 
an immediate energy of Providence, for mu- 
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tual attradioa in bodies, and the determitia- 
tion of all portions of matter to their center ; 
for the great ftrength of appetite, inftin£l, 
and fagacity, in animals ; that the prevalence 
and continuance thereof fhould be fo precifely 
and exadly commenfurate . to the occafions 
which require them, and that they fhould 
be no longer urgent, than for the time neceC* 
lary, as in the affedion for their young. All 
which do greatly illuArate the wifdom and 
goodnefs of God*s adminiflration, and fuper* 
iiitenijing care. 

Holy writ elegantly and emphatically de- 
fcribes the excellence of goodnefs in the divine 
Providence, in various places, particularly in 
this Pfalm, of which my text is a part. 
T&e eyes of all wait upon thee : thou givejl them 
their meat in due feafon. Thou openeji thine 
band^ and fatisfieft the dejires of every living 
things Behold (faith our blelTed Saviour) the 
fowls of the air^ for they fow noty neither do 
they reap J nor gather into barns : yet yotir hea^ 
venly Father feedetb them. Conjider the lilies of 
the fields how they grow ; they toil not j neither 
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do tbiy jftn ; and yet I fay unto you, tint Solo^ 
mon in all bis glory nvas not arrayed like me 
cfibefe. Not otie individual c^ be £> minute 
and inconfiderable as to efcape the notice of 
Heaven's all-furveying eye ; nor one fo im« 
portantly large^ and feemingly felf*fufficieatt 
as to fubfift a nu>roent without the divine fup- 
{KMTt. By him all things confift : 7%^ h^^rd is 
good to ally and bis tender mercies are over all 
his works. 

But Man appears the diftinguiflied charge 
of the beneficent Creatour ; and unlefs Pro- 
vidence had connected rational beings by the 
peculiar flrong ties of mutual obligation^ per- 
petual dependency^ and infeparable interefty 
they would, of all creatures, be the moft def- 
titute and miierable ; for there is not one that 
in the firft ftages of its exiftence is fo totally 
helplefs, and . abfolutely infufficient for its 
own prefervation, fupport, or defence, as 
man. Therefore parental tendernefs is both 
early and paflionate, permanent and lailing. 
Qur focial difpofitions and affefkions are en-^ 
4arged to the utmoil; limits, and continue with 

us 
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us la the conduding decays, and laft ^ixi of. 
this mortal life; that we may always love one 
another, and gloiriff 4he L^rd who is good to 
all, and whofc tender mercies are over aU bis 

works. 

The coiifequences, in the laft place, which 
refult fmqi the arguments you have heard, 
are fo obvious, that I make no doubt but your 
own thoughts have already anticipated them. 
Ingratitude among men hath^ in every age, 
and in tyftvy region of the earth, been an 
obje^ of general deteftation, and uuiverfally^ 
accounted a ghring indicatioo of depravity of 
heart. If the cafe ftand thus among mortals^ 
whofe eommoa bterefts require a rcciproca* 
tion 4)f kindneis and beoieficence, how greatly^ 
fs the crimie aggravaited, when it is committed 
againft that Being, whofe goodnefs towards 
the ibiia^ of men is perfeSly difintereftcd ! The 
cxertkxw of divine Providence in our behalf 
tenil folely to our own welfare ; nor can any 
thing W€^ do ip return contribute, in the fmall- 
eft degree, to the augmentation of th? happi* 
lifefs of the Almi|fhty Benefador. This rni* 

queftionabJy 
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queftionably ought to be TufEcient to txaSt 
from us the moft profound veneration, the 
moft fervent gratitude, and implicit obedience 
to his facred laws» 



David, after having enumerated the tender 
mercies of God, is penetrated with the ftrong- 
cft fenfe of devotion. My mouth (he exclaims) 
Jballjpeak the praife of the Lord i and let all 
fiejh biffs his holy name for ever and ever. Such 
was the tribute which the royal Pfalmift 
thouglit due to the Deity for the creation and 
prefervation of man. The debt is accumu- 
lated to us in an infinite proportion ; for 
while we are bounden to the fame returh for 
the fame benefits voluntarily conferred upon 
us, a grander obligation is fuperadded to that 
for the means of grace ^ and for the hope of glory. 
Were the mercies of the Lord limited to the 
tenure of our prefent exiflence, great and glo- 
rious as they are, the human mind would be 
clouded by the confcioufnefs that a very few 
years muft exclude us for ever from the par- 
ticipation of them. But linceth^^ gracious 

rays 
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rays of life and Immortality have diflipatcd the 
gloom that hung upon futurity, fince, by the 
propitiatory facrifice of the Son of God, 
death is difarmed of his fting, and the grave 
deprived of its vidory, divine goodnefs hath 
received its perfect confummation. 

If gratitude, praife^ and adoration, there- 
fore, be due to the Authour of our being for 
thofe bleilings which we enjoy at prefent, k 
is no lefs our higheft interefl fo to ufe them 
in this previous flate of trial, that we may 
finally exchange them for thofe purer and 
incorruptible treafures referved for the righ- 
teous in the kingdom of heaven. 

Which that we may all do, may that 
God who created and preserves us grants 
through the merits and mediation of our Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Chrift ! 
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t G)RXNTHIANS XI. 29* 

Hf t&at tatetb and drinketh unworthily^ eateth 
anddrinketb damnation to bimfelf. 

THE cclebratloti of the Sacrament is 
generally acknowledged, by the Chrif- 
tian Church, tp be the higheil a£i: of devo-^* 
tion, and the moft folemn part of pofitive 
religion, and has therefore moft engaged the 
attention of thofe, who either profefs to teach 
the way to happineft, or endeavour to learn 
|t, and like all other fubjefts, frequently dif- 
cuiTed by men of various interefts, difpo- 
(itions, and capacities, has given rife to vari-^ 
ous opinipnsi widely different from each 
other* 

Such 
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Stich IS the weaknefs of mankind, that Ode! 
ferrotii', whether admitted, or detcfted, is very 
often the caufe of another. Thofc who re- 
jed any opinion, however juftly^ are com- 
monly incited by their zeal to condemn every 
poCition^ in which they difcovcr any affinity 
tirith the tenets which they oppofe, of which 
they have been long accuftomed to (hew the 
falfehood atid the daflge?*-, and therefore 
imagine themfelve? nearer to truth and fafety, 
in proportion as they recede from them< 
For this reafon it fometimes happens that in 
pafHonace contefls, and difputations long con- 
tinued, each controvertift fucceeds in the 
confutation of his adverfary's pofitions, and 
each fails in the e{):abliihment of his own. 

In this manner have Writers j df different 
perfoaiioQS, treated on the worthinefs re-^ 
quired of thofe who partake of the Lord't 
Supper; a quality^ not only neceflary to pro- 
cure the favour of God^ and to give efficacy 
to the inftitution, but fo ftriftly enjoined in 
the words of the text, that to approach the 

holy 
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Wy table t^khout ity » to pefvere the me^nf 
gf falvatidil» and J« ti^m |>rax«r mt(^ fii^» 

* 

l^he ^IrifloOT dnd yfehcmeaqe with whiclir 
tbdfo are Goiidemned, who eat ^nd drink mi^ 
iwforthily,! hdvo fillfed the ixidlancholy, the 
fiiin»2«:du>> an4 the humblfc with uniiecieflary 
terrotrrSy which hiaye beea fometimes fo chuch^ 
^Boreafbd by the mjudknou^ ieal pf writers^ 
^troheo^fly pioids^ thit thijr have concfeiycd 
tbi danger bi attempting to obey tbi$ precept 
ef 6to: S^viour^ morfe formidable thaa that 
fof rf€gle(3:ft>g it, an4 have fpent the greateft 
patt of tfhcir lives In the pnijffloji pf a dtjlty 
of the higheft importance ; pr, being equally- 
terrified <in either hand^ have lived in an- 
gui(h And perplfe?Lity, under a eonftant fenfe 
of the neceffity of doing, what they .ca^not^ 
in their opinion, do in an acceptable manner^ 
and which ef courfe they fhall either do, or 
0mit, at the the utmoft haiard of cternaj; 
43afpine{s» 

Such exalted piety, fu,Gh unfhaken yirtuiP, 

^ueh an uniforna ardour of divine affedio'ns. 

Vol, II^ M and 



Aid fuch a conftaut praftice of religious dii^ 
ties, have been reprefented as fo indifpenfably » 
neceflary to a worthy reception of this fa- 
era men t, as few men have been able to dis- 
cover in thofe whom they moft efteem for" 
their. purity of life, and which no man's 
conference will perhaps fuffer him to find in 
himfelf, and therefore -thofe who kn'Ow them- 
felves not to have arrived at fuch elevated 
excellence, who ftruggle with paffioiis which 
they cannot wholly conquer; and bewail in- 
firndities, which yet they perceive to adhere 
to them, are frighted from an aft of devo- 
tion, of which they have been taught to be- 
lieve, that it is fo fcarcely to be performed 
worthily by an embodied fpirit, that it re- 
quires the holinefs of angels, and the un* 
contaminated raptures of Paradife. 

Thus it appeared, that, inftead of being 

excited . to ardent defires of perfeftion, and 

unwearied endeavours after the utmoft height 

of fandity, not only the fenfual and the pro- 

, fligate were hardened in their wickednefs, by 

. conceiving a life of piety too hard to be borne, 

but 
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but the diffident and fcrupulous were terri- 
fied info defpair, confidered vigilance and 
Caution as unavailing fatigues, remitted their 
ardour, relaxed their diligence, and ceafed to 
purfue what they could no longer hope to at- 
taio, : 

To remove thefe doubts, and dilperfe thefe 
^pprehenfions, do£trines of very different ten- 
dency have been induftrioufly promoted; 
lower degrees of piety have been declared 
fufficient, and the dangers of reception have 
been extenuated ; nor have any arts of inter- 
pretation been untried, or any conjefture 
.which fagaci ty or learning could produce, 
been forgotten,, to affign to the words of the 
text a fenfe lefs to be dreaded by the un- 
worthy communicant. But by thefe opi- 
nions, imprudently inculcated, many have 
been mifled tp confider the Sacrament, as 
little more than a curfory a6t of devotion ; 
.the exhortations ofthe Apoftle have loft their 
. cifEcacy, and the terrours of the Lord, with 
which he enforces them, have np longer re- 
. prefled the licentioufnefs of the profligate, 
^fv difturbed the indolence of the fupine. 

M 2 Religion 
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Refigiofi has hiik mi6 xitfetn6nf j G«4 "hssf 
without feir, beeti appnoicbed With the lif s^ 
^heil the heart ba& been far ffgtti him 4 and 
the Stip|)er of the Ibtd feai b^ii ffequ^ntal 
fcy tiiofe, of whom it could 6dt be per c^f «i„ 
that they were very folicitous to avoid thi 
^uilt of 41a worthy communkatloii. 

Thus have different interptrtatidns df the 
fame text produced erfoUrs equally datigdrdti^ 
and which might havfe befeu equally ohviatfedi 
by a camftii attention to the nature and irt* 
liitution x)f th« Sacraftient, ail tftipi'^tidieeA 
examibation of the pofitioti 6f the Apbftlb, 
and the coibparifon of this pafiage vWth other 
coraminations"; methods of enquify Which, 
in t^ explication of <J^oubtfui texts df fcrip- 
ture, ought always to be obferved, and by 
'which it may be proved, to the COm^rt df 
the deprefled, arid the confiftnatidn of the 
•doubtful, that the (iii of ^aWOrthy rtteptrott, 
though great, is yet to be pardoned ^ and to 
the reftraint -of the j)refumptliOus, and idon- 
fufion of the profane, that the preparation 
required is llrid, though practicable, and the 



E 1^1 ] 

ijtfnunciatioii fu^ds ou^hf tp tprrlf/ the n©^- 

Jigentp tlj9«gb »Qt difcpurage the pjous. 

When eternal puni/h?n?pts arp ^opounceij 
againft any crimes, it is always evidently the 
iijt^ntjon pf the writer (o declare ^nd enforce 
%g tJjoTf , th^t are yet innogeot^ the duty pf 
^voiding f hpq^t 4Pfl tp {bpfe who have already 
fpfnroitted (hfiip^ the npcdfity of repentance, ' 
fjpfofjjiAtioii, and fptwre pautjon.. For it is 
oot thie will of God, that any flipuld peridot 
jbujt that gU iPboiuid x^p^nt^ and be faved^ It 
is not by one a£t of wickednefs, that infinite 
in^rcy wilMje kiiidled to everlailiDg anger, 
^nd the b^p^fieent leather of the uniyerfe for 
pver alienated from his creatures ; but by a 
Jipng cpurfe of criipes, deliberately conqtmitted 
againft the conviftions of confcicnce, and 
)thp fidpionition§ of grace ; by a life fpent in 
guiltj and cpiiclyded without repentance. 
^0 4runk4rd fir e:Ktortianer^ fay? thp Apoftle, 
Jball inberit eternal life* Yet (haU na man be 
excluded frpqi future happinefs,^ by a fmgle 
^nflanccj^ or even by long habits, of intempe-? 
^ancej^ or extor;ion^ Repentance and new life 
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will efface his crimes, reinftate him in the 
favour of his judge, reftore him to thofe pro^ 
mifes which he has forfeited^ and open the 
paths to eternal happinefs^ 

Such is the crime of unworthy reception of 
thei^holy Sacrament, by which ke that eaieth 
and drinketh unworthily^ eateth and drinketh 
damnation to hmfelf\ to which no man can 
come unprepared, or partake of, if he is divefted 
of the intentions, fuitable to fo folemn a part 
of divine v^orfliip, without adding to the num- 
ber of his fins, add, by a necefTary confe- 
quence, to the danger of his foul. But though 
the foul is, by fuch an a6l of wickednefs, en- 
dangered, it is not necefl'arily deflroyed, or 
irrevcrfibly condemned. He that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily,^ contributes indeed, by 
eating and drinking, to his own damnation, 
as he that engages in fraudulent, or unlawful 
commerce, may be faid, with great propriety, 
to traffick for damnation, or to fet his. foul 
lo fale ; yet as it is certain, that fraud is not 
unpardonable, if it fliall afterwards give way 
to juftice, fo neither is the profanation of the 

Sacra- 



&icracnent a crime, which the goodnefs of 
God cannot forgive, if it be fucceeded by true 
devotion. The whole life of man is a ftate 
of probation ; he is always in danger, and 
may be always In hope. As no {hort fervours 
of piety, nor particular aft? of beneficence, 
^however exalted, can fecure him from the 
poffibility of finking into wickednefs, fo no 
negledl of devotion, nor the commifiion of 
any crimes can preclude the means of grace, 
or the hope of glory. He that has. eaten and 
drank unworthily may enter into falvation, 
by repentance and amendment ; as he that 
has eaten and drank worthily may, by negli- 
gence or prefumption, perifli everlaftingly. 

r 

This account of the guilt of unworthy re- 

» ' • * 

ception rnakes it iieceflary to enquire, whe- 
ther by the original word in the text be meant, 
as it is tranflated, damnation^ the eternal pu- 
nishments of a future ftate ; or, as it is more 
frequently interpreted, condemnation, tem- 
porary /judgements, or worldly afflidions. 
For, from either fenfe, the enormity of the 
crime, and the anger of God enkindled by it, 
is fufficiently apparent. Every a£t of wickei^ 
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iit(s that IS punifhed with immediate ^rei^ 
geanccjs tvill^ if it be a^grjavated by repctiti<!i 
|)ns, or not expiated by repentance^ iiicxxx final 
4:ondemnation ; for teixipol-al punifhpents are 
the merciful admon^itiops pf God, to ayoid^ 
hy a timely cjiange 0f conduft, th^t ftatc irj 
which there is po repentancPi and thofe p^ins 
fvhich can have no end* So th^t the cpnfi-* 
liept and prefumptyous, though it fliQuld be 
^allowed that only temporal pt}ni(hment$ arc 
threatened in the text^ are to remember^ that^ 
ivithout reformation, they will be only ag- 
gravations of the Crime, and that at the laft 
/lay, thofe who could not' be awakened to 4 
juft reverence of this divine inftitution, will 
be deprived of the benefits of that death, of 
V^hich it was eftabllfhed as a perpetual f onj* 
inemoration* And thpfe who ate deprefled by 
iinnecejSTary terrours, may repel any temptai- 
tioris to dcfpondency, by confidering, that the 
crime of unworthy communication, is, like 
all pthers, only unpardoned, where it is un* 
repented* 

tiaving thus iJievyn the danger incurred by 
aji unworthy reception of the Sacrament^ k 

i$ 



t i% 3 



Js iieceflhry to enquire'hpw it miy be avoided, 
^nd to confider^ 

Firfl:^ What it is to eat and drink pawpr-*' 
tbily. 



Secondly, By \vhat means a man m$y be-- 
come a worthy partaker pf the Lord's Sypper* 

Firil, I an) to confidisr wh^t k is to .eat a;id 
fdripk wnworthilyj. 

fbe noworthinefs with which the Corin- 
thians arc upbraided by the Appftle, was> iii 
part, fvichf as the prefept regulated eftablifli- 
mcnt pf Chriflianity, and the afliftance which 
jreligion receives fron^ the civii power, make 
it unneccflary to cenfure^ fince it is not now 
committed even by the moft prefumptuou§, 
jiegligent, or profane. Jt wqs a praftice 
amopgfl: them tp aflemble at the Holy Table 
in a tumultuous manner, and to celebrate the 
Eucharift with indecency and riot. But though 
fuch open profanation of this facred ordinance 
f s not now to be apprehended, and, therefore^ 

no 
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no man needs to be cautioned againft it, yet 
the cauife which produced it is fuch, as we caa- 
DOt too anxioufly fear, or too ailigently avoid; 
for its influences are various^ and extenfive, 
and often weaken the efficacy of the Sacra- 
ment^ though they produce no apparent dis- 
orders in the celebration of it-.. 

_ t 

The Corinthians fell into this enormous fin, 
iays the Apoftle, not dijcerning the Lord's 
Body, for want of difcerning the importance 
and fanflity of the inftitutlon, and of diffin- 
guiftiing the Lord's Body, from the common 
elements of bread and wine, exhibited on 
common occafions of feftivc jollity. It is 
therefore the firft duty of every Chriftian to 
difcern the Lord's Body, or to imprefs upon 
his mind a juft idea of this aft of commemo- 
ration, of the commands by which it is en- 
forced, of the great facrifice which it repre— 
fents, and of the benefits which it produces. 
Without thefe refleclions, often repeated, and 
made habitual by long and fervent meditation, 
every one will be in danger of eating and 
drinking' un'vcorthily^ of receiving the Sacra- 
ment 
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ment without fufficient veneration, without 
that ardent gratitude for the death of Chrift, 
and that fieady confidence in his merits, by 
which the Sacrament is made efficacious to his 
falvation ; for of what ufe can it be to com-- 
xnemorate the death of the Redeemer of man- 
kind without faith, and without thankfulnefs? 
Such a celebration of the Sacrament is nothing 
lefs than a mockery of God, an afl: by which 
we approach him with our lips, when our hearts 
are far from him ; and as fuch infincerity aud 
negligence cannot but be, in a very high de* 
gree, criminal, as he that eateth and drinketh 
thus unworthily cannot but promote his own 
damnation, it is neceiTary to enquire, 

Secpndly, By what means a man may 
become a worthy partaker of the Lord'iJ 
Supper^ 

Th,e method by which we are diredted by 
the Apoftle to prepare ourfclves for the Sacra- 
ment, is that of felf-examination, which im- 
plies a careful regulation of our lives by the 
rules of the Gofpel ; for to what purpofe is 

4 , our 



mrr concfud; to be exafnined, but that it m%if 
feeacncndedy where it appears erroneous awdt 
dlefeftive f The duty of exatniflation th^re-- 
fcH'e is oaly mentioned, and repentaftc^ and 
reformation are fuppofed, with great rea(bfl^ 
Infeparable from it; for nothing is more evi- 
den?r, than that we are to enquire into the 
ftate of our fotjjsr, as into affairs of kfs im- 
portance^ with 3 view to avoid danger , or to 
feciire bappinefs* When we enquire wi^h re-? 
gard to our faith, whether it be fqfiicientiy 
vigorous or powerful, whether itt regularly 
jufiuences oxar conduft, reftrains e^r paffiotti5 
and modeirates^our defires, what is intended by 
this duty, but that if we find eurfijivesChri^ 
ftians only in name, ,if we difcover that the 
example of our divine Mafter has little force 
upon our conftant eoiiverfation, and that God 
is feldomin our thoughts, except in the foi^nau 
aCts of ftated worfliip, we muft then endea* 
your to invigorate our faith by returning fre- 
qoentTy to meditate upon the objects pf it, 
otir creation, our redemption, the means of 
grace, and the hope of glory ; and to en-r 

Jightcii 
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^ighftcn our undertlaodiogs, auS awaken 
tOur afFe£kibn8> by the perufal of writings .of 
ptct^^ aiid^ abi^e all^ of ^he Holy Scrip 

if any man, in I>is examination of his IiCq, 
difcovers that he has been guilty of fraud, ex- 
tortion, or injury to his ^neighbour, he is to 
^make reparation to his utmoft power. If hsi 
finds malice or hatred Jurkinrg in his mlndl, 
?he muft expel them hj a ilrong refblufion 
never to comply with their motions, or fuffeir 
them to break out in any real a6i of revenge. 
Hf he obferves that he is 6ften betrayed, .by 
paffionsy or appetites, into unlawful methods, 
«of gratifying thetn, he muA l"efblve to reftraia 
them for -the future, by watching and fafting, 
^yy a .{leady temperance and .perpetual .vigi- 
lance. 

*JSut let "him beware of vain confidence iix 
shisflwn firmnefs, and implore,, by fervent anfl 
tfioGcre prayer, the co-Qperation of God^s gracis 
4vith his encleavouf"s,; for by grace alone .cau 
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t^c hope to refift the numberless temptations^ 
(hat perpetually furround us ; by grace 
Only can we rejeft the follicitations of pleafure, 
reprefs the motions of anger, and turn away 
from the allurements of ambition. And this 
grace, when fincerely implored, is always 
granted in a degree fufficient for our falva- 
tion ; and it ought, therefore, to be one of the 
firft parts of our preparation for the Sacrament^ 
to pray for that grace, without w^hich our 
examination itfelf will be ufelefs, becaufe, 
without it, no pious refolution can be formed, 
nor any virtue be pradlifed. 

As, therefore, it is only by an habitual and 
unrepented unworthinefs that damnation is 
incurred, let no man be harrafled with de- 
fpondency for any paft irreverence or coldnefs ! 
As the Sacrament was inftituted for one of the 
.means pf grace, let no one, who fincerely de- 
fires the falvation of his own foul, negleft to 
receive it ; and as eternal punifiiment is de- 
nounced by the Apoftle againfl: all thofe who 
receive it unworthily, let no Man approach the 

^Tablc 
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Table of the Lord, without repentance of his 
former (ins, fleadfaft purpofesof a new life, 
and full confidence in his merits, whole death 
is reprefented by it. 
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(Preached on the j[oth )Df Jitnuai-jr) 

James III. i^^ 
Where etPv^kg anJJlrife isi tbert h cdnjfu^om 



THAT the Kfe of tnixk is unhappy, that 
hi$ dsiys ^Fe iiot only fev^^ but evil^ 
that he is futrotinded by darigefs, difiraStocI 
by uheertaifYtiei^ aiid opp^eiTtd by calanititie^; 
tequir^s iW fiftobf. This is a trtith^ wljicU 
every man confeiles; or which he, tha^ denied 
k, detfies aigaind Contiftiofll. Acfcdrdiugly wii 
find the iuifenes d£ our preferit Aate^Iamented 
i>y Writers of eve*;^ clafs?; frdiri the infpifed 
Teachers 6f RcligiotT, who adih'oniih lis of our 
frailty and infelicity, that they nitay rricite us 
Vol. II. N id 
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to labour after a better ftate, where there is 
fulnefs of joy ^ and pleafures for evermore j to 
tha vainefr-andjiopfcft Autbottr, whofe dcfigjp^ 
is to teagh methods, not of improving, but 
ctf" wafting time, and whofe doftrine St. PauU 
fpeaking in a borrowed charafter, has well 
expreffed in one ftiort fente^ce. Let us eat and 
drinks for to-morrow we die. 

When fuch is the condition of beings, not 
brute and favage, but endofv^ed with reafon, 
and united in fociety, who woulid not expedt 
that they fliould join in a perpetual confede- 
racy againft the certain, or fortuitous, trou- 
bles to which they are expbfed ? . that th/ty 
Ihoald univerfally co-operate in the promotion : 
of univerfal felicity? that every jman ihould 
eafily difcover that his own happinefs is con- . 
nedked vvith that of every other man ? that 
thoufands and millions fliould. continue to* 
gether, as partakers of one common nature ? , 
and that' every eye fliould be vigilant, and, 
every hand adtive, . for . th^ confirmation of 
eafe, and the prevention of misfortune I 

This 
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This eXpedtation might be formed by fpe- . 
culative wifdom, but experience will foon dif- 
lipate the pleafing illufion. A flight furvey . 
of life will (hew that, inftead of fioping to 
be happy in the general felicity, every man 
piurfues a private and independent intereft, 
propofes to himfelf fbme peculiar convenience, > 
and prizes it more, as it is lefs attainable by 
others,* - h . 

When the ties pf fociety are thus broken, 
and the general good of mankind is fubdivided 
into the leparate advantages of individuals, it 
'muft neceflarily happen, that many will defire 
' what, few can poflefs, and confequently, that' 
fome will be fortunate by the difappointment, 
or defeat, of others ; and fince no mah fuf-. 
fers difappointment without pain, that one 
muft become miferable by another's happi-' 
nefs. 

ft 

;.This Is however the natural condition of 
hun^an life. As it is not poffible.fqr a beingt 
»^ceffitogs and infufficieut as man, to a£t 
.''',. N 2 wholly 
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tvhoUy without regard to his ititereft, lb it is 
dtfBctilt for him to place his tnt^reft at fuch 
a dtftanc6 from him, as to a£t» with cotyftant 
and uniform diligen(», in hopes only of hrfp- 
pinefs flowing back dpon him in its circula-- 
tion through d whole €ommtfnity, 16 ftefc 
his oWn good, only by feekingthe good of all 
dtffcrs, of many whom he cannot krfowV and 
of many whom he caiinot love.. Such i <ftf- 
fuiion of intereft, fuch fublimaiion of felf^ 
love is to all difficult, becaufe it fo places tho 
end at a great diflance frdm the endeavour ; 
k is to many impoffible, becaufe to many tha 
end, thus removed, will be out of figHt« 
And fo great are the Humbers of thofe Whof6 
views eitheir nature haS bounded, or corrup- 
tion has contrafted, that Whoever laboursi 
only for the publick, will fdon be left to la- 
bour alone, and driven from his attention to 
the univerfe^ which his fingle cire Will very 
little benefitj to the infpeftlon of his ow» 
bufinefs, and the profecution of his private 
wifties. Every man hjiSj lU the prefent ftate 
of things, wants which cannot wait for pub^ 
lick plenty, and vexations which muft bi 

quieted; 
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quiete4 befpre the da^.s of uplverfal pe^ce. 
And iio man can ,liye only for otbcrsr unlcfs 
he could perfuade others to live Only for 
him» 

The mifcry of the ,world, therefore, fo far 
as \t arife? £[om the inequality .of conditions, 
is incurable. There are deiires» )vhich almofl 
i^U feel, but .whicfi all cannot gratify. Every 
n)an may) wjt|;iout a crime, ftudy his own 
iiappineis, ,if ,he be careful not to impede,, by 
deufi^n, the happinefs of others. In the race 
of ^life, fipme muft gajn the prize, and others 
fnuft Ipfe it; ,bptrthe prize is honeftly gained 
by him .who outruns his competitor, without 
endeayouripg to overthrpw him. 

In the profecution of private intereft, which 
Proyid^ijce has either ordained, or permitted, 
there muft necelTarily be fome kind of ilrife. 
Where bleffingy are thrown before us, as the 
rejvard of induftry, ^there ^ix^uft be a conftant 
^ftruggle of eniulation. But this ftrife would 
be withput confufipn, if it, were, regulated by 

N 3 reafon 



I ' 



( i82 ) 

reafoii and religion, if men would endeavou^ 
after lawful ends by lawful means. 

But as there is a laudable defire of melioratr 

• 

ing the condition of life, which communities 
may not only allow, but encourage, as the 
parent of ufeful art?, by which firft neceffity 
was fupplicd, and conveniences wjll always 
be multiplied ; as there is likewife an honeft 
contention for preference and fuperiority, by 
which the powers of greater minds are pufhed 
into 'action, and the antient boundaries of 
fcience are ovcrpaft, fo there Is likewife a 
ftrife, of a pernicious and defl-rui^^ive kind, 
which daily difturbs the quiet of individuals, 
and too frequently obftrufts, or difturbs, the 
Jiappinefs of nations ; a ftrife which always 
terminates in confufion, and which it is 

* therefore every man's dyity to avoid himfelf, 
and every man's intereft to reprefs in others, 

Thx^Jlrife^ of vjrhich conieth confufion^ the 
Apoftle has, in his prohibition, joined witlx 
envying. And daily experience vvill provCj^ 

* that he has joined them with great propriety ; 
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fer perhaps there has feldom been any great 
and lafting ftrife in the world, of which envy- 
was not either the original motive, or the 
moft forcible incentive. The ravages of re- 
ligious enthufiafts, and the wars kindled by 
difference of opinions, may perhaps be con- 
fidered as calamities, which cannot properly 
be imputed to envy ; yet even thefe may often 
be juftly fufpe£ted of rifing from no higher, 
or nobler caufes. A man convinced of the 
truth of his own tenets, wiftiing thehappl- 

nefs oi others^ and confidering happinefs as 

• * 

the certain confecjuence of truth, is necefl^- 

rily prompted to extend his opinions, ^nd to 
fill the world with profelytes. But furely 
pure zeal cannot carry him beyond warm 
difpute, and earneft exhortation ; becaufe by 
difpute and exhortation aloue gan real pro- 
felytes be made. Violence may extort con- 
ffeffion from the tongue, but the mind m.uft 
remain unchanged. Opinion, whether falfe 
or true, whether founded on evidence, or 
* raifed by prejudice, ftands equally unftiakin 
in the tempefts of commotion, and fets at 
defiance the flames of hoftility, and the fword 
pf perfecution* No 



Ko'mant whofe reafon is iipt darkeneii by 
Tome inordinate perturbation of inind^ cai^ 
poflibly judge foabftirdljr of l)eing^> partak;sr| 
of the fame nature yitxh binafelf, as to ima- 
gine that any opinion caq be lecpmmended 
by cruelty aiid mifchief, or that he, who can- 
)iot pef cei ve the force qf ar^^utnentf v^ill be 
xnore efficaciQuily inftrufled -by penalties and 
tortures. The power qf puniihmept is tq 
Jlenfe^ not to confute. It, therefore, -pan nevep 
ferve iox the eftedual pfopagatron, or pbftrucT 
tion, of doftrinesu It niay ^nde^d foQietim^s 
hUider the difleipiqation of falfehood* and 
check the progrefs of errour, t^ut pan n^yer 
]|pro(pot(S fhcreception of imtb* 

Whcpeycr, tthcrcfqre, we find the teacl^r^ 
jealous of the honour of his fdSt, and appar 
-rently ii^ore fpllicitous to fee his opi|)i(His 
^^fta^ijhed than apprawd^ we n^y conclude, 
that he )>as added eoyy to his zeal ; and tha^ 
4ie feels more pain from the want of viffary^ 
Xhm.pkajurefrtm theenjcym^itt of truth. 

It 
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It 1$ the jirefent mock of /ip«cvli||i.on tp 
isharge .tkeie raea ^wUh itotal h^|>0Qrify;, 4» 
wre(cbes iwho havis4io oth^r ddign but chat 
p{ teir^pocal aduapcemen^, an4 cpoddier ire« 
4igioa ofxly as one of the .means hy ^whioh 
^wer 16 igaiuecl» or wealth accumulafeeil 
But this charge, iiFvbAlieyer .may :have iboea 
the depravity of (ingle perfons, is by no 
.means generally true. The pm^^cvitQr ^and 
^enthufiaft haiie often tbeeu Xuperiour i%o the 
defile of worldly poflfiflipn^, par, i9t lw^» haw 
Jl^een Bbflra£t€;d from 4t by AicH^r )p0(lionfi« 
There is -a Jcind of mercsntlk ipecMlattoix, 
Jivhich afcribds*'avery ra£^ion to inteceft, ^nd 
^niiders inteneft as «)n|y another rnajtoetfiac 
pecuniary advantage. But the ,bo^ndlefs va« 
riety of human affedions is not to be thus 
,pafily 'circirmfGribed* Caufes ^nd eSliStSj 
tiTU)ti\^es'and>a£tions, ,are coir?|^Hc0ted imd^^* 
yejriiaed without end. Mai>y ni^i ^m^ke partgr 
fubfervient to perfonal purpofes ; and «fmdy 
likewife fuffer all private confiderations to be 
^bforbed <and 'lo£l<in> th^ir rzcal'for :fome:;pub« 
|ick caufe. But euvy ilill oper^es^ .however 

various 
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various in its appearance, however difguifed 
by fp^iOOT pretences, or however removed 
from- notice by intermediate caufes. All 
viofenee, beyond the neceffity of felf-defence, 
is incited by the defire of humbling the op- 
poflents, and, whenever it is applied to the 
* deciiion of religious queftions, aims at con^ 
queft, rather tbaii converfion. 

r i 

« * - * 

Since, therefore, envy is found to operate 
fo often, and fo fecretly, and iht Jirife which 
:arifes from it is certain to end in confufioriy 
.it 'is fu rely the duty of every man, who de- 
fires the profperity of his country, as cbn- 
^ne<3:ed with a particular community, or the 
:^eneral htfppinfefs of the world, as allied to 
-general humanity, 

Firft, To confidcr, by what tokens he may 

difcover in himfelf, or others* that jlrife 

.^iwhich fprings from cnvy^ and ends in coti" 

Secondly, What are the evils, produced by 
'ihdX confu/ion^ ^hich proceeds ixomjirife. 

I Firft, 
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l^irft. Let tis confider, by what toketls we 
inay difcover in ourfelves, or others, that 
Jlrsfe which fprings from envy^ and end^ in 
confufiottm ' 

That ftrife may well be fuppofed to prpi* 
xeed from fqme corrupt paffion, which is carr 
ried on with vehemence, 'difproportioned to 
the importance of the end openly' propofed. 
'Men naturally value eafe and traiiquillity at 
a very high rate, arid will npt, on very fmall 
caufes, either fuff^r labour^ or excite oppo- 
iition. When, therefore, any tiian voluntarily 
engages in talks 6f difficulty, and incurs dan- 
ger, or*fuff*ershard(hips, it nluft be imagined 
that he propofes to himfelf fome reward, 
^more thaii equivalent to the cojnforts which 
'be thus'refigns, and of which he feems to 
triumph in the rcfignation ; arid if it cannot 
be found, that his labours tend to the ad- 
vancement ojf fome end, worthy of fo much 
affiduity, he miy juftly ba fuppofed to have 
formed to himfelf fome imaginary int^ref^, 
.and to ieek his gratification, not in that 

which 
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which be hltnfelf gains, but which another 

It 4? ,a itoken that ,ft^fp fiK>Q^i» jfeflmtW*'- 
lawful motives, when' it is profecute^ i>y p^- 
lawful means. He that feeks only the right, 
^i QOly-fpr.^be Cajte flif /^ghjli .will nat^Bjkfity 
foffej Jaifiif^lf -to .bp txaqfpprted ibe^QHd thP 

jyft anil .^Upw^d ^aei^bpd^.Qf; Attaining IX' T? 

4p .evil .th^ ^^ppd way.ppgae, csn ,l»pX9r .be 
j^e.pwrpQfe of ^ .qaafx ,who rb^s apt p^v^rt94 
ibis^^ppr^ty >y, jtopae .faife.pri{ifiipte ,; ; jin^ ^Ife 
jrJBsipiejS are.not ,fo .oftgp .cplls^^d h^ ,thp 
jH<Jjg(5TO«nt» .?? ihatcbsji .up hy ,the^a(6p«5. 

Tbjs.njgn :whofe.<Jttty ^vcs .w^y .to iis.qojB- 
»v.eni?ns)!|, who,, wbeo wee be .bas.^;^ed,his 
eye .uppn„a,^ift#nt.end, ,baftien5 ,tp,it by.xio- 
J|e9,?e over ,fprbijl4en ,grpj|p4, pr ,ci;eeps „pp. 
,|J)W^ols it thr»j^b,tbe cropked.p^b;5pf.firiv4 
;iad iiraiEagerji,.g8 he bas.evJAeptly/pfXjejJs^b^ 
^yi4e th^p tbe.wprd pf Gfto, muft be /ijp- 
jpefe4 to :J\a,ve,Jlte5wife .fpflae pth^r jpufppilp 
,tb.ap ,tbe jgjpry pf Qqp,, pr ,?be b^pefit^pf 

9?he 
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The' evidence of ccrfupt dclTgftS is ttiueti 

ftfcngthcned, \^hert tffttawful means are irfecf, 
iti preference to rhofe which sn-e fecorrimendcd 
by realbn, and Warranted by juftice. 

Wheri that which \vbuldhave beett granted 
ttf requeft^ 6f yielded to renit)nftrance, is 
wantonly fciied by fiidden violence, it is ap^ 
parent that violence is chofen for its own fake^ 
and that the elaimant pleafes ' hin^fclf, not 
i^ith the poffejpdn^ but the power by which 
it was gained, aird the mortification of hini, 
to tv horn his fuptfriorify has not allowed the 
happinefs of choice, but hds at Once taken! 
fronl him the honour of keeping, ^nA thtf 
cfedk of rengning4 

There is another token that ftrifc is pto* 
duced by the predominance of fome viciotfs 
paflioni when it is carried on agaihftnatural^ 
or legale fuperiority. This token, though 
perhaps it is not very frequefitly fallacious, is 
not equally certain with the fornicf ? becauft 
Hut fuperiority which nature gives, of inftl-^ 

ttttions 



L '90 ] 

tutions eftablifh, too frequently incites info«» 
Icnce^ or oppreffion ; fuch infolence as may 
juftly be reftf ained, and fuch opprefllon as' 
may be lawfully refitted. Many modes of 
tyranny have been praftifed in the world, of 
which it is more natural to a(k, with won- 
der, why they were fubmitted to fo long,* 
than why they were at laft oppofed and quell* 
ed. But if hiftory and experience inform us, 
that power and greatnefs grow wanton and 
licentious, that wealth and profperity elate 
the mind, and enflave thp underftanding to. 
defire, and when men once find that no one 
has power to controul them, they are feldom 
very attentive to juftice, or very careful to 
controul themfelyes : Hiftory and experience 
will likewife (hew us, that the contrary con-. 
ditioD has its temptations and its crimes, that 
he who confiders himfelf as fubjeft to another, 
and liable to fuffer by caprice or wickednefs, 
often anticipates the evils of bis ftate, ima-. 
gines himfelf to feel what he only fears, and^ 
imputes every failure of negligence, or ftart 
jpf paflSon, to ftudied tyranny and fettled ma- 
levolence. To be inferiour is neceflarily unr 

pleafing^ 



Jyleafing, to be placed in a ftate of iufefidrlty 
to thofe who have no eminent abilities, or 
tranfcendent merit, (which muft happen m 
all political conftitutions) increafes the unea- 
finefs; and every man finds in himfelf a ftrong. 
inclination to throw down from their elevated 
ftate thofe whom he obeys without approba- 
tion, whom he reverences without efleem. 
When the paffions are once in nriotion, they 
are not eaiily appeafed, or checked. He that 
has once concluded it lawful to refift power, 
when it wants merit, will foon find a want of 
merit, to juftify his refiftance ofpower. 

Thus, if we confider the condudl of indi- 
viduals towards each other, v^';e (hall commonly 
find the labourer murmuring, at him who 
ieems to live by eaficr means. We (hail hear 
the poor repining that others are rich, and 
even the rich fpeaking with malignity of thoie 
who are ftill richer than themfelves. 

And if wefurvey the condition of kingdonis 
and commonwealths, it will always be obfervi- 
cd, that governours are cenfured, that every 

i»if- 



imd that nol^liHigcait perfuade msiiiknid, fh^ 
febey are Hot i\\ptei bf ati arftnmlftratiotr, w^ 
th^ nnikfiM^ or corni{>t. It b nerf diffiieuft 
, atvvay j ta *> right. Tcr feetli ilways td ^ 
*ight to^ thofe who dcfirc ta difcoVer Wrdbg^ 
b fcarecly pcrfSble. Every rtiatt is ready W 
forJta expectations in hU own fevotif, fuch ^9 
tierer can be gratified, and whkh wiH yet raife 
eomplatnts^ if they afe cHfappomtedj 

Such is cfomtiicrily the dtfpofitidttj Witfe 
ivhich men look upon thofe who arc placed 
above them^ and with fuch difpofitiofis we can- 
hot hope that they (hould be often pleafed. 
Life is a ftate of impterfcftion, and yet ererf 
man exacts from his fuperioufS confummate 
♦vifdom, and unfailing virtue. Attd vO^heneVet' 
lie fees, or believes himfeJf to fee^ either vice 
6r crrotir^ thinks htmfelf at liberty to Iddfetf 
the tbs df duty^ and pafs the boundaries of 
fubordination^ without confidering that of 
fuch Jlnje there muft come confufafiy or wkb^ 
*^at knowing, what we £hall confider,- 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, The evils arid mifchtefs produce! 
by that cenfufibn which arifes from Jirifd 

^hat the deftf u&Ion of orders arid the ibo^ 
lition tA Aated regulations, muft fill the world 
with uncertainty, diftra&ion, and fotiic1tude# 
is apparent, without any long dedudtion of 
arguments Yet it has too frequently happen-* 
cd, that thofc who either feel their wifhes te-* 
ftrained^ fee their fortunes wearing away, or 
imagine their merit neglected, and their abi-^ 
litied employed upon bufinefs unworthy of 
th^ii' attention^ deiire limes of turnult and 
difturbanee^ as affording the faired opportti-* 
nities for the a£)i:ive and fagacious to didinguifb 
themfelVes, and as thioWmg open the avendesf 
of wealth and honour,* to be entered by thofe 
who have the greateft qpuicknefs of difcernJ 
ment, and celerity of difpatch. In times of 
peace every thing proceeds in a train of regu-' 
larity, and there is no fudden advantage to h€ 
ihatched, nor any unufual change of eondi* 
tion to be hoped. But \v hen fedition and up*' 
toar have once iilenced law, and oon^uHde^ 
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property, then is the hour when chance be« 
j^hi$ to predominate in the world, wheo every 
man may hope without bounds^ and thofe^ 
who know how to improve the lucky moment, 
may gain in a day what no length of labour 
teuld have procured^ without the concurrenco 
of cafual advantage. 

This is the expedatioa which makes fbme 
haflen on confuiioni and others look with 
concern at its approach^ Bdt what is this 
other than g^ning by univerfal mifery, fup-* 
plying by force the want of right, and rifing 
tofudden elevation^ by the fudden downfalof 
others? 



The gjreat benefit of fociety is that the weak 
are protend againft the ftrong. The greae 
evil of confufion is that the world is thrown 
kitathe hands^ not of the beft, but of the 
ftrongeftj that all certainty of poffeffioii or 
iKrquiiitibn is deftroyed ; that every man^s care 
y conlined tfo his own interetft, and that gene* 
ral negligence of the general good makfes way 
lor geiieral liceiltibuiiiefsr 

Of 
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Of file ftrife, which" this d^f brings bacSi 
to our rfemembranCe, we may obferve, that it 
had all the tokens o£ JHfe proceeding froni 
envy. The rage of the fa£iion, which irivad- 
ed the rights of the Church and Monarchy, 
ivas difproportionate to the provocation receir* 
ed. The violfeiice, with which hoftility was 
profecuted, was mote than the caiife, that 
was publlckly iatowed, codld incite or juftify*' 
Perfohal refenfrhent was apparent in the per- 
fecutioh of particular mfen, arid the bitter nefs 
of fadion broke out in all the debates upoii 
publick queftibus. No feciirities could quiet 
fufpicioA, nd conceffions could fatisfy exorbi* 
tance. tJfufpation was added to ufurpation, 
demand was actumulated[ otl demand ; and, 
when war had decided againrf loyalty, infult 
tvas added to infult, jind exa<Stiori to^ exac- 
tion. 

As the erid was unjuft, the means likewifcJ^ 
.#ere illegal. The power of the fli£lion, coai- 
rtienced by clamour, was promoted by rebel- 
Koit, and cftablifhed by.murdef t by niurder 

On of 
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of the moft atrocious kind, deliberate, contu- 
melious, and cruel ; by murder, not neceflary 
even to the fafety of thofe by whom it was 
committed, but chofen in preference to any 
other expedient for fecurity. 

This war certainly did not want the third 
token oijirife proceeding from envy* It was 
a war of the rabble againft their fuperiours ; a 
war, in which the loweft and bafefl: of the 
people were encouraged by men a little higher 
than themfelves, to lift their hands againft 
their ecclefiaftical and civil Governours, and by 
which thofe who were grown impatient of 
obedience, endeavoured to obtain the power of 
commanding. ^ 

r 

This^r^, as we all know, ended in c^»- 
fujion. Our laws were over-ruled, our rights 
were aboliflied. The foldier feized upon the 
property, the fanatick ruflied into the church. 
The LTurpers gave way to other Ufurpers ; 
the Schifmaticks were thruft out by other 
Schifmaticks ; the peopi* felt nothing from 
thcirmafters but alternatives of oppreflion, and 
heard nothing from their teachers but varie- 
ties of errour. Such 
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Such was the Jirife^ and fuch was the con* 
fujion. Such are the evils which God fome- 
times permits to fall upon nations, when they 
fiand fecure in their own greatnefs, and for- 
get their dependence on univerfal fbvereignty, 
depart from the laws of their Maker, corrupt 
the purity of his worihip, or fwerve from the 
truth of his revelation. Such evils furely we 
have too much reafon to fear again, for we 
have no right to charge our Anceftors with 
having provoked them by crimes greater than 
pux 0W9. 

Let us therefore be wariied by the calami- 
ties of paft ages ; and thofe miferies which 
are due to our fins, let us avert by our peni- 
tence. Jjet the wicked forfake hhi ways^ and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts^ and let him 
return unto the Lord^ and he will have mercy 
upon him^ and to our God^ and be will abun^ 
dantly pardon. 
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SERMON Xr. 



Proverbs XXIX. a. 

r 

fFien the rfghteous are in autbmty^ the people 
rejoice, 

THAT the inftitutions of government 
owe their original^ like other human 
a£tIons, to the defire of happinefs^ is not to be 
denied ; nor is it lefs generally allowed, that 
they have been perverted to very different 
ends from thofe which they were intended to 
promote. This is a truth, which it would 
be very fuperfluous to prove by authorities, or 
illuftrate by examples. Every page of hiftory, 
whether facred or profane, will furnifli us 
.abundantly with inftances of Rulers that have 

O 4 deviated 
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deviated from juftice, and fubjeds that hava 
forgotten their allegiance ; of nations |:piAe4. 
by the tyranny of Governpurs, and of Cover- 
nours overborne by the madnefs of the popu* 
lace. Indeed of ^. cpnpurrpnpe ^tween Goi^ 
vernour and fubje^ls for their mutual advan? 
tage, they feem to have confidcred eaqh other, 
not as allies or friends, to be aided or fupport-p 
f d, but as enemies, whofe profperity was in- 
confiftent with their own, and who were there-* 
fore to be fubdued by open force, or fubje^ed 
by fecret ilratagems, 

Thus have flavery and liccntioufnefs fuc- 
ceeded one another, and anarchy and defpo^ 
tick power alternately prevailed. Virtue has, 
at one time, flood expofed to the punifliments 
of vice 5 and vice, at another time, enjoyed 
thefecurity and privileges of virtue. Nprhave 
communities fufFered niore, when they were 
f^xpofed to the pafiions and caprices of one 
mari, however cruel, ambitious, or infolent, 
than when all reftraint has been taken off the 
actions of men by publick confuiions, and 
fcvcry pne lefc at fijU Jiberty to indulge his 

owq 
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own defires, and comply, without fear of pu^^ 
nilhment, with his wUdeft imaginations. 

Man is, for the moft part, equally unhap« 
py, when fubjedied, without redrefs, to the 
paffions of another, or left, without controul^ 
to the dominion of his own. This every 
man, however unwilling he may be to own 
it of himfelf, will very readily acknowledge 
of his neighbour. No man knows any one, 
except himfelf, whom he judges fit to be fet 
free from the coercion of laws, and to be aban* 
doned entirely to his own choice. By this 
confideration have all civilized nations been 
induced to the enactions of penal laws, laws 
by which every man's danger becomes every 
inan*s fafety, and by which, though all are 
retrained, yet all are behefited. 

Government Js therefore neqeflary, in the 
opinion of every one, to the fafety o£ parti* 
cuiar men, and the happinefs of fociety; and 
it may be confidered as a maxim univerfally 
gdmitte^, that the people cannot rejoice^ ex* 
pept the righteous 0re in authority j that no pub* 

lick 
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Ijck profperjtj, or private quiet, can be^hoped 
for, but from the juftice and wifdom of thofe^ 
to whom the adminiilration of affairs, and the 
execution of the laws, is committed. For cor- 
rupt governments operate, with equal force 
and efiicacy, to the deftrudion of a people, as 
good governments to their prefervation. 

But that authority may never fwcU into 
tyranqy, or languilh intofupinenefs, and that 
fubjedlion may never degenerate into flavery, 
npr freedom kindle into rebellion, it may be 
proper, both for thofe whp are intruded with 
power, and thofe from whom obedience is 
required, to confider, 

Firft, How much it is the duty of thofe in 
authority to promote the happincfs of the peo- 
ple. 

Secondly, By what means the happinefs 
pf the people may be raoft efteftually pro- 
moted. 

V 

Thirdly, How the people are to aflift and 
further the endeavours of their governours* 

Firft, 



/ 
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Firft, How much it is the duty of thofe ia 
authority to promote the happiaefs of the peo- 
ple- 

If it be true in general that no man is born 
merely for his own fakc^ to confult his pwn 
advantage or pleafure, unconnected with the^ 
good of others ; it is yet more evideptly trvie 
of thofe who are exalted into high rani;, dig*-' 
jpified with honours, and inyefted with autho- 
rity. Their fuperiprity is not to be confider- 
^ as a fandlion for lazinef§» or a privilejge for 
vice. They a^e not to conceive, that their 
paflions are to be allowed a wider fange, 
or their appetites fct more free from fub- 
je^ion to reafon, than thpfe of others. 
They are not to confult their own glory, 
at the expence of the lives of others^ 
or to gratify their avarice, by plundering 
thofe whom diligepce and labour Jbave enti* 
tied to affluence, Th^y are not to conceive 
ths^t power gives a right to opprefs, and to 
puniih thofe who munpiur at oppreflion* 

They 
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They are to look upon their power, and their 
greatnefs, as inflruments placed in their hands, 
to be employed for the publick advantage* 
They arc to remember they are placed upon 
an eminence, that their examples may be 
more confpicuous,, and that, therefore, they 
muft take care, left they teach thofe vices 
Ivhich they ought to fypprefs. They muft 
jefled, that it is their duty to fecure property 
from the attempts of rapine and robbery, and 
that thpfe whom they proted, will be very 
little benefited by their care, if, what they 
refcue from others, they take away them-^ 
felves. 

It appears from thofe ftruggles for domi* 
tiion, which have filled the world with war, 
bloodfhed and deiblation, and have torn 
in pieces almoft all the flates and kingdoms 
of the earth, and from thofe daily contefts 
for fubordinate authority, which diflurb the 
quiet of fmaller focieties, that there is fome*^. 
what in power more pleaiing than in dny 
pther enjoyment ; tind, confequently, to be- 

flow 
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(low upon man the happinefs of ruling others^ 
is to bellow upon him the greatefi benefit he 
is capable of receiving. Nothing then can 
equal the obligations of Governours to thepeo- 
pie, and nothing but the moft flagrant ingra- 
titude can make them carelefs of the interefts, 
or unconcerned at the misfortunes, of thofe to 
whom they owe that, for which no danger 
has been thought too dreadful to be encoun- 
tered, no labour too tedious to be undergone, 
and no crime too horrible to be committed. 

Gratitude is a fpecies of jufticft He that 
requites a benefit may be faid, in fbme fenfe, 
to pay a debt; and, of courfe, he that forgets 
favours received may be accpfed of neglect- 
ing to pay what he cannot be denied to owe. 
But this is not the only fenfe in which juClice 
may be faid to require from a Governour an 
attention to the wants and petitions of the 
people. He that engages in the management 
of publick bufinefs, takes a truft upon him, 
which it was in his power to decline, and 
which he is therefore bound to difcharge with 

diligence 
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iS&VtgetiCiS and fiaelity ; a truft which Is o^ 
the bigbcft honour^ becaufe it is of the great-* 
eft difficulty and importance, a truft whiche 
incltKle«, not 6nly the care of the proptttf^ 
but of the morals of the pebplfc 

r 

It is with the jufieft rtdfon^, that largd 
ifevenues, pompous titles^ and all that con-« 
tributes t*6 the happiliefs of life^ are atinexed 
to thefe high offices ; fot what reivard cati 
be too great for him, to whom multitudes 
are indebted for the fecure enjoyment of* 
their poffeflibns ? For hinr, whofe authority 
checks the progrefs of vice, and aflifts the 
ftdvaticemtent Of virtue^ reftrains the violencd 
of the oppreffour, and aflerts the caufe of thd 
injured ? Thefe are doubtlefs tnerit's abovd 
the comitaon i*ate, merits which' can hardly 
be too loudly celebrated^ or too liberally re* 
"Warded* 

But it is always to be obferred, that h& 
Clnly defervcs the riecompence, who perfbrnisi 
the work for which it is pfopofed ; and that 
'ittj who* wears the honours, and receives the' 

revenues^ 



< «o7 ) 

revenues, of an exalted nation, without at- 
tending to the dutiesof his poft, is, in i very 
high degree, criminal, both in the eye of GoEJ 
and man. 

It is, therefore, the dertain arid apparent duty 
of thofe that are in authority, to take card 
that the people may rejoice, and diligently to 
enquire, what is to be cbnfidered, 

Secondly, By what means the happineft 
of the people may be moft effectually pro-. 
lixoted. 

In political, as \(rell as natural dlforderSf 
the great errour of thofe who commonly un- 
dertake, either cure or prcferration, is, that 
they reft in fccond caufes, without extending 
their fearch to the remote and original fources 
of evil. They therefore obviate the imme* 
diate evil, but leave the deftruftive principle 
to operate again ; and have their work for evef 
to begin, like the hufbandman who mows 
down* the heads of ncnfome weeds, inftead di 
pulling up the roots. ^ 

The 
6 
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The only uniform and perpetual caufe oi 
publick happinefs is publlck virtue. The ef- 
fe^s of all other things which are cpnfidered 
as advantages, will be found cafual and tran- 
iitory. Without virtue nothing can be (e-» 
curcly poflefTedy or properly enjoyed. 

In a country like ours, the great demand^ 
which is for ever repeated to our Governours, 
IS for the fecurity of property, the confirma*- 
tion of liberty, and the exteniion of com- 
merce. All this we have obtained, and all 
this we poflefs, in a degree which perhaps 
was never granted to any other pespie. Yet 
we ftill find fomething wanting to Qur hap- 
pinefs, and turn ourfelves round on all fides, 
with perpetual reflleflhefs, to find that remedy 
for our evils which neither power nor poli^ 
cy can afibrd* 

That edablifhed propeif ty and inviolabk 
freedom are the greateft of political felicities^ 
no pan can be fuppofed likely to deny. To 
depend on the will of another^ to laboUF' for 

tbat^ 
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that, df which arbitrary powet can |)'roiiibit 
the enjoyment, is the ftate to t^hich \t^aht o£ 
reafoil has fubjeded the brute. To be happjr 
tve muft know our own tights ; and wt mufi 
know theih to be fafe; 

But though this knowledge be fieceflary 
td happinefs, this knowledge is not fufficieht. 
Liberty, if not tegulated by virtue, can be 
only licence to do evil ; and property, if iiot 
virtuoufly enjoyed, can only cbrrupt the pof- 
feflbr, and give him the power to injure 
others. Trade may make us rich i but rithes^ 
without goodnefsi catinot make iis happy^ 

Let us, howevcir, fuppofc that thefe ex- 
ternal goods have that powct which ivifdoirf 
cannot believe, and which experience never 
could confirm ; let uS fuppofe that rkhes and 
liberty could make usf happy. It then re- 
mains to be confidcred, hotv riches and liberty 
can be fecured. Tof this the Polititia'ti has at 
feady anfwer, that thfey are to be feCUred by 
laws wifely formed, and vigd'roufly executed; 
But, as laws can be made only by a fmalt 
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part of an extenfive empire, and muft be ex- 
ecuted by a part yet far fmaller, what (hall 
proteft us againft the laws themfelves ? And 
how fhall we be certain, that they fliall not 
be made without regard to the publick goody 
or (hall not be perverted to oppreffion by the 
minifters of juftice ? 



But if profperity, and laws, by which, as 
far as the mutability of this world permits, 
that profperity is made permanent and fafe, 
canijot make the people happy, what is it 
that Governours can do ? How far is their 
care to be extended, and what more can (kill 
and vigilance perform ? The wifdom of man- 
kind has been exercifed in enquiries how 
riches may be gained and kept ; how the 
different claims of men may be adjufted with- 
out violence ; and how one part of the com- 
munity may be reftrained from encroach- 
ments oh the other. For this end govern- 
ments have* been inftituted, in all their vari- 
ous forms, with much ftudy, and too often 
with much bloodfhed. But what is the ufe 
of all this, if, when thefe ends are obtained, 
there is yet fo much wanting to felicity ? 

4 I am 
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t am far frotii intending to infinuate, that 
the ftudies of political wifdom, or the labours 
of legiflatiVe patriotifm, have befen vdiil and 
idle. They arc ufeful, but riot efFeftual; 
they are conducive- to that end, which yet 
they cannot fully gain. The Legiflator, who 
does what human power can attain towards 
the felicity of his fellow-creatures, is not to 
be cenfured, becaufe, by the imbecillity of all 
human endeavours, he fails of his purpofe; 
unlefs he has beCortle Culjpabk, by afcribing 
too much to his own powers, and arrogated 
to his induftry, ot his wit, that efficacy which 
wit and ihduftry liiuft always want, unlefs 
fdme higher power lends them affiftance, and 
co-operated with them. 

The hufbandman niiy plow his fields with 
induftry, and fow them with fkill ; he may 
itianure theiti copioufly, and fence! theih catt^ 
fully ; but the harveft ttiuft depend Jit laft on 
celefiial influence; and all his diligence is 
fruftrated, unlefs the fun fheds its wartafh, 
and the clouds pour down their ihoi(lure« 

Pa Thus, 
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Thus, in all human affalrsy when prudence 
aud induAry have done their utmofl:, the 
work it left to be compleated by fuperior 
agency ; and in the fecurity of peace, and 
flobillty of pofieiliody our policy mufi at laft 
call for help upon religion. 

Human laws, however honeflly inftituted^ 
or however vigoroufly enforced, muft be li- 
mited in their effedl, partly by our ignorance, 
and partly by our weaknefs. Daily expe- 
rience. may convince us, that all the avenues 
by which injury and oppreflion may break in 
upon life, cannot be guarded by poHtive pro- 
hibitions. Every man fees, and may feel, 
evil3, which no law can punifh. And not 
only will there always, remain poflibilities of 
guilt, which legiflative forefight cannot dif- 
cover, but the laws will be often violated by 
wicked men, whofe fubtilty eludes deteftion, 
and whom therefore vindiftive juftice cannot 
bring within the reach of punilhment. 

Thefe deficiencies in civil life can be fup- 
plied only by religion. The mere obferver 
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of human laws avoids only fuch offences as 
the laws forbid^ and thofe only when the 
laws can detect his delinquency. But he 
who a6ls with the perpetual confcioufnefs of 
the divine prefence, and confiders himfelf as 
accountable for all his anions to the irrever- 
lible and unerring judgement of omnifcience, 
has other motives of aiStion, and other reafons 
of forbearance. He is equally reftrained from 
evil, in publick life, and in fecret folitudc ; 
and has only one rule of a£lion, by which 
be does to others what he would that others 
Jhould do to him^ and wants no other enforce- 
ment of bis duty, than the fear of future 
punifhment, and the hope of future rewards. 

The firft duty therefore of a Governour is 
to diffufe through the community a fpirit of 
religion, to endeavour that a fenfe of the di- 
vine authority (hould prevail in all orders of 
men, and that the laws ihould be obeyed, in 
fubordination to the univerfal and unchange- 
able edidts of the Creatour and Ruler of the 
world, 
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How religion may be mod efiedtually prov 
moted, is an enquiry which pviery Governour 
ought diligently to make ; and he that eur 
quires, with real wilhes for information, will 
foon know his duty ; for Providence has felr 
dom made the f^me things neceffary and abr 
ftrufe. 

That religion may be invigorated and difr 
fufed, it is neceflary that the external order 
of religion be diligently maintained, that the 
folemnities of worihip be duly obferved, and 
a proper reverence preferved for the times 
and the places appropriated to piety. The 
appropriations of time and place are indeed 
only means to the great end of jiolinefs ; but 
they are means, without which the end carj- 
not be obtained ; and every man muft have 
obferved, how much corruption prevails, 
where the attention to publick worfhip and 
to holy feafons is broken or relaxed. 

Thofe thatliave in their hands the difpof^l 
of rjches pr houovirs ought to beftow them on 

perfoi^s 
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perfons who are moft eminent for fanftity of 
life. For though no man ought to Confider 
temporary goods as the proper rewards of re- 
ligious duties, yet they, who have them to 
give, are obliged to diftribute them in fuch a 
manner as may make them moft ufeful to the 
publick ; and they will be moft ufeful, when 
they increafe the power of beneficence, and 
enlarge the influence of piety. 

; It yet remains that Govcrnou'rs co-operate 
with their laws by their own exaimples, and 
that as, by their height of place, they are al- 
ways confpicuous, they exhibit tp thofe eyes 
which are turned upon them the beauty of ho- 
linefu 

The pVefent ftate of tlie world however af- 
fords us little hope, that virtue can, by any 
government, be fo ftrcngly imprefied, or io 
widely diffufed, as to fuperfede the neceflity 
of fupprelfing wickedtiefs. In the moft dili- 
gent cultivation of the happieft foil, weeds 
will.fometimes appear among fruits and flow- 
ers,, and all that vfgilance and labour ctn do 

P 4 is 



( *'« ) 

i$ tp chepk them as they rife. However vir-^ 
|;ue may be encouraged o)" rewarded, it can 
never appear to all minds the (horteft mean$ 
of prcfent good. There will always be tholo 
who would rjith^r grow rich by fraud, thaij 
\)y diligence, ;^ad wbp ^i}l provide for vi- 
pious pleafures by violence^ rather than by 
labour, j&gain^ the attempts an{l artifices of 
fuch men, whence have fimplicity an4 inno^ 
cence their defence and ftcurity i WhencCj^ 
but from thp Le:c armata^ the vindidive law, 
that ftands forth the champion of thp weak^ 
and the prote£tref§ of the innocent ? 

I^or is quiet and fecurity in danger only 
ffom corrupt minds ; fqr hppeft and benefi- 
cent men might often, were not the law tq 
interpofe, di(lurb fociety, and fill the country 
with violence. Two men, both of them wife, 
and both of them virtuous, may lay claim tQ 
^he fe^me ppiTeffion, with pretenfions, to thp 
world fpecipUJ, iu their own thoughts juft. 
Such difputcs can be terniiqated only by force 
or law. Of force, it is app^ent^ that the ex* 
cftioi^ of it is an immediate evil, and that pre-* 

valence 
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valence at laft will be no proof of juftice* Of 
}aw» the means are gentle and inoffeniive, and 
the conclufion not only the. confirmation of 
property, but theeftablifhment of right. For 
this power of the law virtue itfelf will leave 
employment ; for though crimes would hard« 
ly be committed, but by predominance of paf* 
fion, yet litigation muft always fublift, vvhilc 
there is difference of opinion. We can hope 
but faintly for the time when all men (hall 
be honcft ; but the time feems. ftill more 
remote iu which all men (hall be wife ; and 
until we may be able to fettle all claims for 
purfelves, let us rejoice that there is hw to 
adjuA them for us* 

The care however of the heft Governour 
may be fruftrated by difobedience and pcr^ 
ycrfenefs ; and the heft laws may ftrive in 
yain againf): radicated wickednefs. 

It is therefore fit to confider. 

Thirdly, How the people are to affift and 
further the endeavours of their Governours^ 

As 
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As all government is power exerted by few 
upon many^ it is apparent, that nations can- 
not be governed but by their own confent. 
The firft duty therefore of fubjefts is obedi- 
ence to the laws ; fuch obedicnqe as is the ef- 
fcdij not of compulfion, but of reverence ; 
fuch as arifes from a convidion of theinftabi- 
lity of human virtue, and of the neceffity of 
fome coercive power, which may reftrain the 
cxorbitancies of paffion^ and check the career 
of natural deiires. 

No man thinks laws unneccflary for others j 
and no man, if he confiders his own inherent 
frailty, can juftly think them unneceflary for 
himfelf. The wifefl man is not always wife, 
and the befl: man is not always good. We 
all fometimes want the admonition of law, 
as fupplemental to the dictates of reafon, and 
the fuggeftions of confcience. And he that 
encourages irreverence, in himfelf, or others, 
Xo publick inftitutions, weakens all the hu- 
man fecurities of peace, and all the corro- 
borations of virtue. 

That 
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That the proper uifluence of government 
may be preferved, and that the liberty which 
a juft diftribution of power naturally lup- 
ports rpay not operate to its deftrudlion, it 
is always to be remembered^ that even the 
crrours and deficiencies of authority mud: be 
treated with refpe^fl:. All inttitutions are de- 
feAive by their nature ; and all Rulers have 
their imper fed ions, like other men. But, as 
not every failing makes a bad man, fo not 
every errour makes a bad government ; and 
he that confiders how few can properly adjufl: 
their own houfes^ will not wonder that into 
the multiplicity of national affairs deception 
or negligence (hould fometimes find their way. 
It is lilcewife necefHiry to remember, that as 
government is difficult to be adminiflered, it 
is difficult to be underftood ; and that where 
very few have capacity to judge, vc;ry^ few 
have a right to cenfure. 

The happinefs of a nation muft arife from 
the combined endeavours of Governours and 
fubjeds. The duties of governing can be the 

lot 
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lot of few, but all of us have the duties of 
fubje£ks to perform ; and every man ought 
to incite in himfelf, and in his neighbour^ that 
obedience to the laws^ and that refpeS: to the 
chief Magiflrate, which may fecure and pro<- 
mote concord and quiet. Of this, as of all 
other virtues, the truebafis is religion. The 
laws will be eafily obeyed by him who adds 
tb human fanftions the obligations of confci- 
ence ; and he will not eafily be difpofed to 
teufure his fuperiours, v^hom religion has 
made acquainted with his own failings.. 
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SERMON XIL 

[Written by Dr. Johnson for the Funeral 

of bis Wife.] 



John XI. 25, 26 (former part), 

ye/us /aid unto her^ I am the ReJurreSUoiif 
and the Life : he that believeth in me^ though 
he were dead^ yet Jh all he live ; 

And whofoever livetbj and believeth in me^ 
Jhall never die. 

TO afford adequate confolatiofis to the 
laft hour^ to chear the gloomy paffage 
through the valley of the (hadow of death, 
and to eafe that anxiety, to wbkh beings, 
prefcient of their own diiTolutton, and con'* 
fcious of their own danger, muft be necefla-- 
rily expofed, is the privifege only of revealed 
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religion. All thofe, to whom the fupefnatU- 
ral light of heavenly dodlrlne has never been 
imparted, however formidable for power, or 
illuftrious for wifdom, have wanted that 
knowledge of their future ftate which alone 
can give comfort to mifery, or fecurity to 
enjoyment ; and have been forced to rufli for- 
wards to the grave, through the darknefs of 
ignorance ; or, if they happened to be more 
refined and inquifitive, to folace their paffage 
with the fallacious and uncertain glimmer of 
philorophy. 

There were, doubtlefs, at all times, as there 
are now, many who lived with very little 
thought concerning their end ; many whofc^ 
time was wholly filled up by publick or do- 
mefllc bufinefs, by the purfuits of ambition, or 
the defire of riches ; many who diflblved them- 
fclves in luxurious enjoyments, and, when 
they could lull their minds by any prefent' 
pleafure, had no regard to diftant events, but 
withheld their imagination from fallying out 
into futurity, or catchingany terrour that might 
interrupt their quiet ; and there were many 

who 
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who rofe fo little above animal life, that they 
were completely ingrofled by the objeds aboiut 
them, and had their views extended no farther 
than to the next hour ; In whom the ray of 
reafon was half extindl, and who had neither 
hopes nor fears, but of fbme near advantage, 
or fome prefling danger. 

But multitudes there muft always be, and 
greater multitudes as arts and civility prevail, 
who cannot wholly withdraw their thoughts 
from death. All cannot be diftrafted with 
bufinefs, or ftunned with the clamours of 
aflemblies, or thefliouts of arrpies. All cannot 
live in the perpetual diffipation of fucceflivp 
diverfions, nor will all enflave their under- 
Handings to their fenfes, and feek felicity in 
the grofs gratifications of appetite. Some muft 
always keep their reafon and their fancy in 
adion, and feek either honour or plea fu re 
from intelleftual operations ; and from them, 
others, more negligent or fluggifh, will be in 
time fix«d or awakened ; knowledge will be 
perpetually difFufed, and curiofity hourly en- 
larged. 

But, 
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But, when the faculties wew once put itt 
tnotion, when the mmd had broken loofe from 
the (hackles of ffenfe, and made excurfions id 
remote cottfequencesi the firft confidcratiott 
that would ftop her courf& muft be the in- 
cefladt wafte of life, the lipproaeh of age, and 
the certainty of deith ; the approach ofthaf 
time, in which flrength mufl: fail, and plea- 
furc fly away, and the certainty of that dlflb- 
lution which (hall put an end to all the pro(^ 
pcfts of this world. It is impoflSble to thinks 
and not fometimes to think on death. Hope^ 
indeed, has many poWef s of deluflon j what^ 
ever ispodible, however unlikely^ it will teach 
ns to promife ouf (elves j but death no man has 
e(capedj and therefore no man can hope td 
efcape if. From this dreadful expeftation no 
(belter or fefuge tan be found. Whatever wd 
fee, forces it upon us; whatever isy new or 
pldj flouri(hing or declining, either diredly, 
or by a very fliort deduftton> leads man to the 
confiderartion of his end ; and accordingly we 
^nd, that the fear of death has always beerf 
eonfidered as the great enemy of human quiet^ 
the pollw^ter of the feafi oi happinefs,- and ^vrt* 

bitterer 
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bitterer of the cup of joy. The young manl 
who rejoices in his youth, amidft hisrpufick 
and his gaietyi has alwaiys been difturbed with 
the thought^ thsrt hisyO'uth will be quickly at 
an end. The Monarch, to whom it is faid 
that he is a God, has always been reminded 
by his own heart, that he (hall die like man^ 

This unwelcome conviftion, which is thus 
tontinually preffed upon the mind, every art 
has been employed to oppofe. The general 
remedy, in ^U ages, Has bein to chafe it away 
frona the prefent morhent, and to gain a fuP 
pence of the fiain that could not be cured. Iri 
the ancient writings, we, therefore, find the 
(hortneft of life frequently mentioned as art 
excitertient to jollity and pleafure ; arid may 
plainly difcover, that the aOthours had ho other 
means of relieving that gloom with v^rhich 
the uncertainty of human life clouded their 
conceptions. Some of the Philofophers, in* 
deed^ appear to have fought a nobler, and 
a more certain remedy^ and to have endea-* 
voured to overpower the force of death by ar- 
guments, and to difpel the gloom by the light 
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of reafon. They enquired into the nature of 
the Ibul of man, and (hewed, at leaft probably, 
that it is a fijbftance diftin<Sl from matter, and 
therefore independent on the body, and exempt 
from diflblution and corruption. The argu- 
ments, whether phyficalor moraU upon which 
they eftabliftied this doftrine, it is not neccf- 
fary , to recount to a Chriftian audience, by 
whom it is believed upon more certain proofs, 
and higher authority; fince, though they 
werefuch as might determine the calm mind 
of aPhilofopher, inquifitive only after truth, 
and uninfluenced by external obje£l:s ; yet 
they were fuch as required leifure and capaci- . 
ty, not allowed in general to mankind ; they 
were fuch as many could never underftand, 
and of which, therefore, the efficacy and 
comfort were confined to a fmall number, 
without any benefit to the unenlightened mul- 
titude. 

Such has been hitherto the nature of philo- 
Ibphical arguments, and fuch it muft probably 
for ever remain; for, though, perhaps, the fuc- 
ceffive induftry of the ftudious may increafe 
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the number, or advance the probability, of ar-> 
guments ; and, though continual contempla- 
tion of matter wiJI, I believe, (hew it, at 
length, wholly incapable of motion, fenfation, 
or order, by any powers of its own, and there- 
fore neceflarily eftahlifli the immateriality, 
and, probably, the immortality of the foul ; 
yet there never can be expelled a time, in 
which the grofs body of mankind can attend 
to fuch fpeculations, or can comprehend 
them ; and, therefore, there never can be a time, 
in which this knowledge can be taught in fuch 
a manner, as to be generally conducive to vir- 
tue, or happinefs, but by a meflenger from 
God, from the Creatour of the World, and 
the Father of Spirits. 

To perfuade common and uninftrufted 
minds to the belief of any fad, we may every 
day perceive, that the tcftimony of one man, 
whom they think worthy of credit, has more 
force than the arguments of a thoufand rea- 
foncrs, even when the arguments are fuch as 
they may be imagined completely qualified to 
comprehend. Hence it is plain, that the con- 
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ftkution of mankind is fuch, that abftrufe and 
intelleftual truths can be taught no otherwife 
than by pofitive aflertion, fupported by fome 
fenfible evidence, by which the aflertor is fe- 
cured from the fufpicion of falfehood; and that 
if it fliould pleafe God to infpire a teacher 
with fome demonftration of the immortality of 
the foul, it would far lefs avail him for general 
hiftruftion, than the power of working a mi- 
racle in its vindication, unlefs God fliould, at 
the fame time, infpire all the hearers with do- 
cility and apprehenfion, and turn, at once, all 
theferfual, the giddy, the lazy, the bufy, the 
CQrrijpt and the proud, nito humble, abflrafted 
and diligent Philofophers, 

« 

To bring life and immortality to light, to 
give fuch proofs of our futureexiftence, as may 
influence the moft narrow mind, and fill the 
moft capacious intelleft, to open profpefts be- 
yond the grave, in which the thought may 
expatiate without obftrudtion, and tofupply a 
refuge and fupport to the mind, amidft all the; 
mlferies of decaying nature, is the peculiar ex- 
cellence of the Gofpel of Chrift. Without this 
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heavenly Inftruftor, he who feels himfelf fink- 
ing under the weight of years, or melting 
away by the flow wafte of a lingering difeafe* 
has no other remedy than obdurate patience, a 
gloomy refignation to that which cannot be 
avoided ; "and he who follows his friend, or 
whoever there is yet dearer than a friend, to 
the grave, can have no other confolation than 
that which he derives from the general mifery ; 
the reflexion, that he fuffers only what the 
reft of mankind muft fufFer ; a poor confidera- 
lion, which rather awes us to filence, than 
fooths us to quiet, and which does not. abate 
the fenfe of our calamity, though it may fome- 
times make us afiiamed to complain. 

But fo much is our condition improved by 
the Gofpel, fo much is the fting of death re* 
bated, that wc may now be invited to the con- 
templation of our mortality, as to a pUafing 
employment of the mind, to an exercife. de- 
lightful and recreative, notonly when calamity 
and perfecution drive us out from the aflem- 
blics of men, and forrovv and woe reprclent 
the grave as a refuge and an afylum, but even 
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in thehours of the higheft earthly profperity, 
when our cup is full, and when we have laid 
up ftores for ourfelves ; for, in him who be- 
lieves the promifeof the Saviour of the World, 
it can caufc no difturbance to reaiember, that 
this night his foul may be required of him ; 
and he who fufFers one of the fharpeft evils 
which this life can (hew, amidft all its varieties 
of mifery ; he that has lately been feparated 
from the perfon whom a long participation of 
good and evil had endeared to him ; he who 
has ften kindnefs fnatched from his arms, and 
fidelity torn from his bofom ; he whofe ear is 
no more to bedelighted with tender inftruc- 
tion, iand whofe virtue (hall be no more awak- 
ened by the feafonable whifpers of mild re- 
proof, may yet look, without horrour, on the 
tomb which encloles the remains of what he 
loved and honoured, as upon a place which, if 
it revives the fenfe of his lofs, may calm him 
with the hope of that (late in which there 
fh.ill be no more grief or feparation. 

To Chriftians the celebration of a funeral is 

by no means a folemnity of barren and una- 
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vailing forrow, but eftablilhed by the church 

for other purpofes. 

Firft, for the confolation of forrow. Se- 
condly, for the enforcement of piety. The 
mournful folempity of the burial of the dead 
is inftituted, firft, for the confolation of that 
grief to which the beft minds, if not fupported 
and regulated by religion, are moft liable. They 
whomoft endeavour the happinefs of others, 
who devote their thoughts to. tendernefs and 
pity, and ftudioufly maintain the reciproca- 
tion of kindnefs, by degrees mingle their fouls, 
in fuch a manner, as to feel, from feparation, 
a total deftitution of happinefs, a fudden ab- 
ruption of all their profpefts, a ceflation of all 
their hopes, fchemes and defires. The whole 
mind becomes a gloomy vacuity, without any 
. image or form of pleafure, a chaos of confu fed 
wifties, directed to no particular end, or to 
that which, while we wi(h, we cannot hope 
to obtain ; for the dead will not revive ; thofe 
whom God has called away from the prefent 
ftate of exiftence, can be feen no more in it ; 
we muft go to them ; but they cannot return 
IQ US. Q 4 Yet, 
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Yet, to (hew that grief iS vain, is to afford 
very little comfort; yet this is all that reafoi> 
can afford ; but religion, our only friend in 
the moment of diflrefs, in the moment wheij 
the help of man is vain, when fortitude and 
cowardice fiak down together, and the fage 
and the virgin mingle their lamentations ; re* 
ligioii will inform us, that forrow and com- 
plaint are not only yaip, but unreafonable and 
erroneous. The voice of God, fpeaking by 
his Son and his Apoftles, will inftruft us, that 
fhe, whofc departure we now mourn, is not 
dead, but fleepeth ; that only her body is 
committed to the ground, but that the foul is 
returned to God, who gave it; that God, 
who is infinitely merciful, who hateth no- 
thing that he has made, who defireth not the 
death of a (inner J to that God, who only 
can compare performance with ability, who 
alone knows bow far the heart has been pure, 
or corrupted, how inadvertency hasfurprifed, 
fear has betrayed, or weaknefs has impeded j to 
that God, who marks every afpiration after a 
better flate, who hears the prayer which the 
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yoke cannot utter, records the purpofe that 
periflied without opportunity of aftion, the 
wi(h that vanifhed away without attainment, 
who is always ready to receive the penitent, 
to whom fincere contrition is never late, and 
who will accept the tears of a returning (in- 
ner. 

Such are the reflections to which we are 
palled by the voice of trutji ; and from the fe 
we (hall find that jcomfort which philofophy 
cannot fupply, and that peace which the world 
cannot give. The contemplation pf the mercy 
of God mayjuftly afford fome confolation, 
even when the office of burial is performed to 
thofe who have been fiiatched away without 
vifible amendment of their lives: for, who 
(hall prcfume to determine theftate of depart- 
ed fouls, to lay open what God hath conceal- 
ed, and to fearch the counfels of the Moft 
Highcft ? — But, with more confident hope of 
pardon and acceptance, may we commit thofe 
^ to thereceptacles of mortality, who have lived 
without any open or enormous crimes ; who 
Jiave endeavoured to propitiate God by re- 

pei^-tance, 
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pentance, and have died, at lad:, with hope and 
refignation. Among thefe (he furely may be 
remembered whom we have followed hither 
to the tomb, to pay her the laft honours, and 
to refign her to the grave : {he,^whora many, 
who now hear me, have known, and whom 
none, who w^re capable of diftinguiftiing 
either moral or intelleftual excellence, could 
know, without efteem, or tendernefs. To 
praife the extent of her knowledge, the acute- 
nefsof her wit, the accuracy of her judgement, 
the force of her fentiments, or the elegance of 
her expreffion, would ill fuit with the occa- 
fion. 

Such praife would little profit the living, 
and as little gratify the dead, who is novv in a 
place where vanity and competition are for- 
gotten for ever; where (he' finds a cup of 
water given for the relief of a poor brother, a 
prayer uttered for the mercy of God to thofe 
whom (he wanted power to relieve, a word of 
iuftruftion to ignorance, afmilc of comfortto 
mifery, of more avail than all thofe accora- 
pllQimeats which confer honour and diftinc- 

tica 
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tion among the fons of folly. — ^Yet, let it be 
rcmenibered, that her wit was never employed 
to fcofF at goodnefs, nor her reafon to difputc 
againft truth; In this age of wild opinions, 
(he was as free from fcepticifm as the cloiftered 
virgin. She never wilhed to fignalize herfelf 
by the (ingularity of paradox. She had a juft 
diffidence of her own reafon, and defired to 
pradtife rather than to difpute. Her praflicc 
was fuch as her opinions naturally produced. 
She was exaft and regular in her devotions, 
full of confidence in the divine mercy, fub- 
mifllve to the difpenditions of Providence, ex- 
tenfively charitable in her judgements and opi- 
nions^ grateful for every kind'iefs that flie re- 
ceived, a:. d willing to impart adirtance cf every 
kind to all whom her little pouer enabled her 
to benefit. She pafled through many months 
langupur, weaknefs and decay, without a fingle 
murmur of impatience, and otten exprtfieJ 
her adoration cf that mercv wiiich i? ranged her 
^ fo long time for recollcflion and pcnlteiice. 
That fhe had no tdiiings, caTuiot he fuppofed: 
but (he has i^o^v appeared b' for^ the Almighty 
Judge; and it woiilaili Lccome beings like 

us. 
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US, weak and finful as herfelf, to remember 
thofe £iuks which, we truft, Eternal Purity 
has pardoned. 

Let us therefore preferve her memory for no 
other end but to imitate her virtues ; and let 
us add her example to the motives to piety 
which this folemnity was, fecondly, inftituted 
to enforce. 

It would not indeed be reafonable to expeft, 
did we not know the inattention andperverfe- 
nefs of mankind, that any one who had follow- 
ed a funeral, could fail to return home with* 
out new refolutions of a holy life: for, who 
can fee the fi!ial period of all human fchemes 
and undcrraki: g% without convidion of the 
vanity of all that terminates in the prefent 
ftafe? For, who can fee the wife, the brave, 
the powerful, or the beauteous, carried to the 
grave, without refl^ftion on the eii;ptinelsof 
all thofe dilHnftions which fct us here in op- 
pofitioa to each other? And, who, when he 
lees the vanity of all terreftrial advantages, 
can forbear to wi(h for a more permanent and 

certain 
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certain happinefs? Such wifties, pcrhap?, 
often arife, and fuch refolutions are often 
formed ; but, before the refolution can be 
exerted, before the wifli can regulate the con- 
du£V, ncvv profpedls open before us, new im- 
preflions are received; the temptations of the 
world folicit, the paffions of the heart are put 
into commotion ; we plunge . again into the 
tumult, engage again in the conteft, and for- 
get, that what we gain cannot be kept, and 
that the life, for which we are thus bufy to 
provide, muft be quickly at an end. 

But, let us not be thus fhamefully deluded! 
Let us not thus idly perifh in our folly, by 
negledbing the loudeft call of Providence; nor, 
when we have followed our friends, and our 
enemies, to the tomb, fufFer ourfelves to be 
furprifed by the dreadful fummons, and die, at 
laft, amazed and unprepared ! Let every one 
whpfe eye glances on this bier, examine what 
would have been his condition, if the fame 
hour had called him to judgement, and re- 
member, that, though he is now fpared, he 
Aay, perhaps, be to-morrow among feparatc 
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fpirits. The prcfent moment is in our power t 
let us, therefore^ from the prefent moment, 
begin our repentance I Let us not, any longer, 
harden our hearts, but hear, this day, the voice 
pf our Saviour and our God, and begin to do, 
with all our powers, whatever we (hall wifti 
to harve done, when the grave (hall open before 
us! Let thofe, who came hither weeping and 
lamenting, refleft, that they have not time for 
ufelefs forrow ; that their own falvation is to 
be (ecured, and that the day is far fpcnt, and 
the night cometh, when no man can work j 
that tears are of no value to the dead, and that 
their own danger may juftly claim their whole 
attention ! Let thofe who entered this place 
unafFeded and indifferent, and whofe only 
purpofe was to behold this funeral fpeftacle, 
confider, that (he, whom they thus behold with 
negligence, and pafsby, was lately partaker of 
the fame nature with themfelves ; and that 
they likewife are haftening to their end, and 
muft foon, by others equally negligent, be 
buried and forgotten ! Let all remember, that 
theday of lifeis (hprt, and that the day of 
grace may be much (horter ; that this may 

be 
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be the laft warning which God will grant 
uSy and that, perhaps, he, who looks on this 
grave unalarmed, may fink unreformed into 
his own ! 

Let it, therefore, be our care, when we re* 
tire from this folemnity, that we immediately 
turn from our wickednefs, and do that which 
is. lawful and right ; that, whenever dlfeafe, or 
violence, fhall diflblve our bodies, our fouls 
may be faved alive, and received into ever- 
lafting habitations ; where, with Angels and 
Archangels, and all the glorious Hoft of Hea- 
ven, they fhall fing glory to God on high, and 
the Lamb, for ever and even 



THE END. 



/; 






t 




V 



L, 



y 



■ 



t: 






i 



